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President’s Corner
By Rudy Darling, SFAS President SFAS GENERAL MEETING

Tuesday, April 4, 2023
Gene Albaugh Community Room, Madelyn Helling Library,

Nevada City, or via Zoom
Doors open at 6:30 pm, program starts at 7:00. 

Check the SFAS website and Facebook page for last-minute updates or call
Program Chair Theresa Thomas at (530) 264-6742.

Like most of us who live in the foothills, I 
have been forced by nature, the government, 
and especially by my insurance company to 
pay attention to forest fires. Like most of us, 
I understand that this area evolved with fire 
as a natural part of nature. Fire is essential 
for the germination of some of the native 
plants that have evolved in this fire
landscape. At the same time the fires help 
keep invasive plants at bay and prevent
extreme wildfires by reducing fuel load. 
Some birds, like the Black-backed
Woodpecker famously depend on post-fire 
areas almost exclusively as their habitat.

I understand all this in theory, but when it 
comes to my home, like most people I have 
succumbed to various mandates to make 
it “fire safe”. You know, the usual – 5’ of 
scorched earth, 30’ of sparse or irrigated fuel 
load, 100’ or more of low fuel load. Back 
46 years ago when we built our log house 
in the beautiful evergreen forest, forest fires 
were not on any of our minds. Our prop-
erty looks a lot different now after all the 
shrub and tree removal. This does make me 
wonder how all this fire clearing might be 
affecting bird populations. Multiply what 
I am doing by however many thousands of 
homes there are in the forest around us. Add 
to that all the fire breaks and various thin-
ning operations, like the one currently going 
on in the Land Trust property next to my 
home, funded by the grants that are now 
coming down the pipe. It’s bound to have 
some kind of impact.

It turns out, I’m not the only one to wonder 
about it. We periodically get inquiries from 
SFAS members about this very concern. I 
have my home-spun theories, but it seems 
like a no-brainer that someone would have 
done studies about such things. You know,

continued on page 2

SFAS BLUEBIRD NEST BOX MONITORING PROJECT

Join us on Tuesday, April 4, to learn more about the SFAS Bluebird Nest Box 
Monitoring Project. Kate Brennan will share a little history of the project and 
talk about why monitoring is a fun and rewarding form of Citizen Science.

A number of our “resident” summer birds are cavity nesters — that is, they only 
build their nests in cavities. Historically these cavities were natural holes in 
trees, or holes drilled by woodpeckers. But because of several invasive bird
species and general habitat loss, more and more of our cavity nesters, including 
our Western Bluebirds, seem willing to use human-made nest boxes.

Find out if your locale is appropriate for bluebird nest boxes and how easy it is 
to become a citizen scientist by monitoring your nest boxes. There will be a bird 
walk associated with this talk on Sunday, April 9 along the BYLT Alan Thiesen 
Trail in Alta Sierra. See details in this issue of The Phoebe under Field Trip Log.

Kate Brennan started “bird watching” in her twenties, but didn’t describe herself as a 
“birder” until she was 60+ and had become an active member of SFAS. She has served as 
Secretary of the SFAS Board and currently serves as the membership database manager. 
She became Coordinator of the Bluebird Monitoring Project in 2014.

Male Western Bluebird feeding nestling
Photo by Sandy Follett

Western Bluebird eggs in nest box
Photo by Patricia Clark



President’s Corner... continued from page 1

like comparing bird populations before vs. 
after fire mitigation treatment and using a 
nearby area of no treatment to control for
effects of normal, natural cycles, such as 
drought, insect invasion, predation, etc. 
So, I started surfing the internet to find out 
what has been discovered. I found a whole 
slew of information about post-fire effects, 
especially as regards Black-backed Wood-
peckers, but virtually nothing about what 
I was interested in – the Wildland/Urban 
Interface (WUI). Maybe this fire clearing 
phenomenon is so new that research is still 
underway or hasn’t been started yet. Maybe 
my search skills are lacking.

SFAS Board member, Steve Rose, posed this 
very question to Rodney Siegel, executive 
director of IBP (Institute for Bird Popula-
tions), whose research we help to fund. Here 
is his reply: “This is a great question but 
I’m sorry to say I don’t have a great answer. 
As you probably know, there is a growing 
scientific literature on the effects of forest 
thinning and prescribed fire on birds and 
other wildlife, but I am not aware of any 
systematic efforts to assess the effects of such 
efforts specifically in the WUI of our west-
ern Forests. Some of the information from 
wildlands and timberlands will be applicable 
and, in general, I think indicates many 
benefits to wildlife from reducing density in 
our forests where fire has been excluded for 
too long - so long as late seral characteristics 
are preserved wherever they occur. But as 
you imply, this isn’t really the same ques-
tion as what effects the particular treatments 
being applied in the WUI may be having. If 
anyone has produced some good science for 
answering this question, I have not seen it. 
Sorry not to be more helpful, but you’ve got 
me thinking!” Hmm … maybe SFAS will be 
funding such research in the near future?

I did find enough information to realize that 
it is a complex question. Different species 
are affected differently. Different habitats 
may have different outcomes. For example, 
one paper I found (https://theecologist.
org/2018/feb/23/how-wildfire-prevention-
california-threatening-local-bird-popula-
tions-and-increasing) surprisingly concluded 
that masticating chaparral for fire preven-
tion actually increased fire danger primarily 
due to the subsequent growth of invasive 
grasses. But I could find nothing about the 
forests or oak woodlands in our area.

Certainly, the loss of all those 
trees and shrubs must have 
some effect.My suspicion is 
that brush removal will have 
the most impact on those 
birds that nest on the ground 
under dense shrub or grass 
cover. Clearing might even 
help some species that like 
more open forests. Many 
species like a mixture of 
habitat types that may be 
different for nesting and for 
foraging, so the effects of 
creating more open habitat 
might not necessarily be del-
eterious when interspersed 
with patches of denser
vegetation. Clearing of dead snags might adversely affect woodpeckers and other 
species that depend on them to excavate cavities for them to occupy in the future.

Interestingly, I found some of the best advice for limiting the impacts on birds 
from clearing our property on our very own website, sierrafoothillsaudubon.
org. Here’s what it says: “Living in fire-prone landscapes in California requires 
some modification of the areas around your home to protect it from fire. While 
there is no doubt that these modifications alter habitats used by wildlife, you can 
minimize the negative impacts on birds by paying attention to the timing of your 
activities. In our area birds begin nesting in March and many still have dependent 
young as late as August. Since destruction of active bird nests is both against the 
law (Migratory Bird Treaty Act) and avoidable, the simplest approach is to con-
duct all clearing activities outside this period. This means doing the work in the 
cooler months, which is also easier on those doing this difficult work.

Keep in mind that birds do NOT just nest in trees. Many birds nest on or near 
the ground in brushy areas (e.g., California Quail, Bewick’s Wren, California 
Towhees, etc.). Just because you are NOT removing trees doesn’t mean you are 
not disturbing nests. Also, keep in mind that disturbance is most damaging early 
in the season when birds are on eggs or have young still in the nest. In general, the 
most sensitive period is likely to be mid-March through July. It is best to avoid all 
disturbance during this period.”

continued on page 3
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California Thrashers are dependent on chaparral ecosystems
Photo by Rudy Darling

California Towhees nesat in brushy habitats within a few feet of the ground
Photo by Rudy Darling



Do you have bird feeders up in your yard? Do you want to contribute to 
the growing science of determining where birds are found throughout the year? You 
might want to visit www.feederwatch.org. This is a great way to get your kids or
grandkids interested in nature and birds. Your commitment is for 2 consecutive days 
each week through the winter season for a minimum of 15 minutes per day, document 
what you are seeing at your feeders, and then report your findings online. Project 
FeederWatch is a citizen science project of Cornell Lab of Ornithology.

PROJECT FEEDERWATCH
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Conservation Report 
By Don Rivenes, Conservation Chair

Idaho-Maryland Mine Update

The Final Environmental Impact Report was recently released 
for the Idaho-Maryland Mine (Rise-Gold). The project now 
goes before the Nevada County Planning Commission for 
certification and approval or not.

In March 2022 SFAS submitted comments on Draft Environ-
mental Impact Report (DEIR) for the proposed Idaho-Mary-
land mine. We stated that Gold Country Avian Studies had 
submitted to the county, California Natural Diversity Database 
(CNDDB) detections of over 15 Special Status detections (of 
one or more individuals). The data indicated that the SF Wolf 
Creek may be used regularly during migration season by the 
endangered Willow Flycatcher, and species of special concern 
– Olive-sided Flycatcher, Yellow-breasted Chat and Yellow War-
bler. The only species documented in the mine survey were the 
possibilities of California Black Rails and Cooper’s Hawk.

We asked that Rise Gold perform studies in all seasons to verify 
species that could be impacted by the mine both at Centennial 
and east Brunswick. 

We appreciate that the Final Environmental Impact Report 
response added mitigation measures describing these species 
of special concern, and where they would likely to be found. 
They also added a description of California Spotted Owl and 
documented past occurrences within the area.

They did not explain why they hadn’t located these species that 
Gold County Avian found but did come up with this partial 
explanation:

“While the reconnaissance level surveys conducted on July 
10th and 14th, 2019, for the Centennial Site and July 14th 
and 16th for the Brunswick Site may not fall within the survey 
protocol recommended windows for all species, protocol-level 
surveys are not required for CEQA analysis. Rather, the survey 
results along with review of CNDDB records and appropriate

President’s Corner... continued from page 2
Good advice. If anyone knows of research on this topic, I would love to know about it so we can more intelligently answer the 
queries we get about this topic. Just send a reference to the “contact us” address on our website and it will be forwarded to me 
by our dedicated team of monitors.

mitigation measures including pre-construction surveys was 
relied on to appropriately reach the conclusion that impacts to 
wildlife species is less than significant after mitigation.

They also added as a mitigation: “Prior to initiation of ground-
disturbing activities for any phase of project construction, if 
construction is expected to occur during the raptor nesting 
season (February 1 to August 31), a qualified biologist shall 
conduct a preconstruction survey prior to vegetation removal, 
including one daytime survey and one nighttime survey tar-
geted at California Spotted Owl, consistent with the USFWS 
(1992) California Spotted Owl survey protocol.”

Further mitigation was: “Removal of any trees within the 
Brunswick Area would occur between September 1st and Janu-
ary 31st to ensure that no nesting birds, raptors, or owls would 
be impacted by the proposed IMM project. If any active nests 
are located within the proposed disturbance area, including ac-
tive nests within riparian habitat for the Yellow-breasted Chat, 
Willow Flycatcher, Yellow Warbler, and Olive-sided Flycatcher, 
an appropriate buffer zone shall be established around the 
nests, as determined by the project biologist.”

These additional mitigations are necessary, but the fact that 
Gold County Avian and Audubon had to point out the missing 
species is typical of the erroneous information provided by the 
DEIR and also with the FEIR responses.

SFAS pointed to a Study that found excessive noise and air 
quality impacts would affect nesting birds in the area. Their 
inadequate answer: “The commenter provides no evidence that 
the project’s incremental increase in regional emissions would 
cause significant impacts to bird species.”

The conclusion SFAS and most of the community have reached 
is that the mine mitigations are inadequate allowing the mine 
to destroy existing bird habitat, and impact air and water qual-
ity, and the health of the community not only during construc-
tion but during 80 years of operation.

SFAS is recommending the Planning Commission to not cer-
tify the FEIR and that the project be rejected.
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Bird Walk in Alta Sierra 
Sunday, April 9, 2023
8:00-9:30 AM
Leader: Kate Brennan (530) 268-1682 
Join us for a walk along Bear Yuba Land 
Trust’s Alan Thiesen Trail in Alta Sierra. 
We will meet at the trailhead, at the 
corner of Dog Bar Road and Alta Sierra 
Drive. This trail is the site of one of SFAS’s 
Western Bluebird nest box trails. We will 
likely encounter a number of bluebirds 
getting started on their nests, along 
with White-breasted Nuthatch, Oak 
Titmouse, Yellow-rumped Warbler, a
variety of woodpecker species, and other 
spring arrivals. If weather looks ques-
tionable contact Kate.

Bird Walk at Placer Nature Center
Saturday, April 29, 2023
8:00-10:00 AM
Leader: Jean Matsuno
Placer Nature Center is located on 60 
acres in the Sierra Foothills in Auburn, 
with a 5-acre preserve. According to 
their website, it is “a place where people 
of all ages can explore their link with 
the out-of-doors and use the environ-
ment and our exhibits for educational 
growth”. The Center is opening its 
grounds to Sierra Foothill Audubon for 
occasional birding walks. Join us for a 
1-mile loop through their beautiful oak 
woodland property, and their vegetable 
and fruit garden. The trail has an easy to 
moderate grade, but will be slippery if it 
becomes wet with rain. This walk will be 
cancelled if it is raining. Placer Nature 
center is located at 3700 Christian Val-
ley Road in Auburn.  Meet in the park-
ing lot at 8 AM.  Please use the Sierra 
Foothills Audubon’s “Contact Us” email 
(https://sierrafoothillsaudubon.org/
about/contact-us/) for any questions. 
For Placer Nature Center information 
and map, here is the link to their web-
site: https://placernaturecenter.org/

continued on page 5

Field Trip Log 
By Dale Rubach

For Sierra Foothills Audubon Society field trips to take place, caution will be observed to ensure everyone’s safety. ALL PARTICIPANTS ARE REQUIRED 
TO BE FULLY VACCINATED. Mask usage is optional. Our field trips are free and open to members and non-members.

Check www.sierrafoothillsaudubon.org for field trip updates, changes or cancellations.

Bird Walk for Beginners
Traylor Ranch, Penryn
Saturday, March11, 2023
8:30-10:30 AM
Leader: Sarah Roeske
roeske.sarah@gmail.com
Meet at 8:30 AM in the parking lot off 
Humphrey Road at the southeast corner 
of Traylor Ranch Nature Reserve and 
Bird Sanctuary in Penryn. Note: the 
address for the Reserve is 5050 English 
Colony Road in Penryn. This trip is in-
tended for beginners, but experienced 
birders are welcome and add to the ex-
perience for all. Traylor Ranch affords an 
opportunity to see the resident species of 
the lower foothills and valley floor, usu-
ally twenty or more different species. 
We’ll spend about two hours and walk 
a little more than a mile. Come on out, 
bring your binoculars and help us find 
some birds. The more eyes and ears, the 
more birds we’ll see. Here’s the Placer 
County website for Traylor Ranch: 
https://www.placer.ca.gov/6085/Tray-
lor-Ranch-Nature-Reserve-and-Bird-Sa 
If weather looks questionable contact 
Sarah.

Bird Walk in Auburn Regional Park
Wednesday, March 15, 2023
Wednesday, April 19, 2023
8:30-10:00 AM
Leaders: Kate Brennan & Ann Thomas
(530) 268-1682
This will be a leisurely walk intended 
particularly for individuals who are in-
terested in learning the local birds. But 
birders at all levels of experience are wel-
come as it is always good to share one’s 
knowledge of bird identification with 
new birders. We will help you pick out 
birds in the bush and trees, listen to their 
songs and calls and help identify them. 
We will meet at the Dry Creek Picnic 
Area, which is off of Dry Creek Road 
in Auburn. Hopefully you will enjoy 
the walk and start noticing and finding 
birds whenever you are outdoors.  Bin-
oculars will greatly enhance your experi-
ence. Contact the trip leader if weather 
is questionable.

Bird Walk For Beginners Grass Valley
Sunday, March 19, 2023
Sunday, April 16, 2023
Sunday, May 21, 2023
8:00-10:00 AM
Leader: Dan Stewart
(530) 265-4677  dcstew@outlook.com
This walk is designed for beginners, but 
more skilled birders are helpful and wel-
come. We’ll talk about binoculars, how 
and where to find birds, what to look 
for when you find one. We meet in the 
parking lot of the Briar Patch Market on 
Sierra College Drive in Grass Valley. We 
walk for a little less than two miles and it 
usually takes about two hours. Fifteen to 
twenty different species are almost guar-
anteed, especially with enough sharp 
eyes and ears. It’s a nice walk up over the 
hill at Sierra College and back to the Bri-
ar Patch. Come on out and help us find 
and identify some birds. Be aware of the 
weather and dress appropriately. A little 
light drizzle won’t cause a cancellation, 
but a real rain storm will. Please contact 
Dan if the weather is questionable.

South Yuba River State Park
Sponsored Bird Walk
Saturday, March 25, 2023
Saturday, April 22, 2023
Saturday, May 27, 2023
8:30-10:30 AM
Leader: Allen Bertke
(530) 913-2722   berke@pacbell.net
This walk will be perfect for beginners, 
but all levels of birders are welcome. The 
more eyes the better.  Meet at the tiny 
Kneebone Cemetery just south of the 
Bridgeport Visitor’s center on Pleasant 
Valley Rd. Free parking. We will follow 
Kentucky Creek to the Yuba River, past 
the Visitor’s center and historic hay and 
wagon barn, then across the longest cov-
ered bridge in the country, the Bridge-
port Covered Bridge. We will see the 
common foothill species, varying by sea-
son, usually at least 20 species per trip.  
The American Dipper and Bald Eagles 
are frequently seen here.  If weather is 
questionable contact the leader.
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Birds and Native Oaks - A Vital Connection
By Kate Brennan

The California Native Plant Society (CNPS) has recently begun a “community 
science project” called “Re-Oak California” (watch this video - https://www.
cnps.org/citizen-science/re-oak-california-sonoma-14097). The purpose of this 
project is to get people involved in a program that will help preserve oaks across 
California, because oaks are in crisis here and around the world, and they are 
vital to the survival of our birds.

Oaks are considered a “keystone” species throughout California, but especially 
in the foothill areas of the Sierra Nevada. A keystone species is the cornerstone 
of an ecosystem, such as the Oak Woodland, and much of rural California is 
considered Oak Woodland. When a keystone species declines, that entire
ecosystem declines or collapses threatening all the different species within
that ecosystem.

What does this have to do with our birds? Well, think about “food webs” – 
eons-long associations between plants, insects, birds, and mammals. Research 
has shown that 96% of our terrestrial birds, those dependent on the land for 
food (not sea or water) like our songbirds or “passerines”, feed their nestlings 
insects, not seeds or berries. When insects disappear from an ecosystem, bird 
populations plummet. Oak trees host the most luscious food source for nest-
lings – the caterpillar – and the oaks in California host over 200 species of 
butterflies and moths who lay their eggs in oak trees, from which caterpillars 
emerge. Caterpillars are the #1 most nutritious, and therefore most desirable, 
food source for our breeding songbirds. If oaks continue to decline, butterflies 
and moths will decline, and we can predict that bird populations will decline – 
because it is all connected – a vital food web.

The mighty oaks, all across this country, are in trouble. Oaks are struggling to 
reproduce and in the foothills we can actually see how we’re losing our mature 
trees to new development, wild fires, disease, and the changing climate. If you 
want to help save our birds, and our oak woodlands, one yard at a time, you can 
plant a native oak tree, and protect it from deer, rodents and insect infestations 
until it is large enough to withstand their munching. Or simply explore your 
property, and if you find a small oak emerging from the ground in an
appropriate place, adopt it, protect it, watch it grow, and know that you are
leaving a “living legacy” that will help keep that ecosystem intact, and support 
our delightful birds. It is a true investment in the future of diversity of life
on earth.  

Here is an excerpt from an article on the importance of oaks entitled “Ancient 
Oaks” by Emily Underwood in the CNPS Flora Magazine: “…protecting and 
planting oaks is still one of the most powerful tools we have to bolster faltering 
food webs, starting with the precipitous, global decline in insect populations 
some have dubbed the ‘insect apocalypse.’ In a 2020 study, Doug Tallamy and 
his colleagues found that oaks across the United States support 952 species of 
caterpillar—far more than any other North American tree genus. Birds, many 
of whose numbers are also plummeting, usually need thousands of caterpillars 
to rear even a single clutch of nestlings, and smaller species don’t travel much 
further than 50 meters from their nests. The most direct way to deliver
caterpillars to the mouths of hungry baby birds, Tallamy says, ‘is to plant an
oak in your yard.’

Field Trip Log... continued from page 4

Birding on Placer Land Trust’s
Big Hill Preserve
Sunday, May 7, 2023
8:00-10:30 AM
Leader: Sarah Roeske
All levels of experience are welcome. Big 
Hill includes PLT’s Taylor Ranch; to avoid 
confusion with Traylor Ranch (in Penryn), I 
am using the name of the full property.
This is a co-Placer Land Trust – Sierra Foot-
hills Audubon Society event. Please check 
the Placer Land Trust “Events” site about a 
month before the event.
https://placerlandtrust.org/calendar/ 
You will need to sign up through the Land 
Trust in order to attend. We will saunter 
along the banks of Racoon Creek and wend 
slowly through blue oak grassland, looking 
and listening for year-round residents and 
migrating songbirds. We’ll practice basic 
birding identification skills in this beauti-
ful riparian – open forest habitat. No more 
than a mile and a half of walking; some 
uneven terrain. Enrollment limited to 12 
people. Heavy rain will cancel event.

Bushtit with caterpillar
Photo by N. Gilbert

California Sister in oak
Photo by N. Gilbert



We can sure use your help…
The Nominating Committee (Don Rivenes, Chair, Rudy Darling, Dale Rubach) 
is soliciting nominations for the SFAS Board for a two-year term for the period 
of July 2023 through June 2025. You may contact Don at rivenes@sbcglobal.net.  

There are so many opportunities to be an active part of your Audubon Chapter. 
It takes many people to fulfill all the roles of Sierra Foothills Audubon Society.  
Please consider joining our Board.

Here are a variety of ways you can help. There are opportunities as part of our 
Education Committee. Some of what we provide are classroom presentations, 
talks for service clubs, craft tables at The Children’s Festival, Farm Day talks 
and games, Bridgeport Celebration & Placer Nature Center information tables. 
You may also consider monitoring Bluebird Trails, leading Field Trips, help on 
preparation of The Phoebe newsletter, and membership paperwork.

You don’t need to be a Board member to help in many of these areas, but being 
involved at the Board level can be interesting and provide a service to all our 
club members.

For more information on specific questions visit sierrafoothillsaudubon.org.

SFAS OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
Rudy Darling

VICE PRESIDENT
Willie Hall

SECRETARY
Patti DeLuca

TREASURER
Don Rivenes

rivenes@sbcglobal.net
530.477.7502

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRS

CONSERVATION
Don Rivenes

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Patti DeLuca

Jean Matsuno

FIELD TRIPS
Dale Rubach

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Don Rivenes

MEMBERSHIP
Kate Brennan

PROGRAMS
Theresa Thomas

COMMUNICATIONS
TBD

SCIENCE GRANTS
Steve Rose

ELECTED AT-LARGE
BOARD MEMBERS

Jane Hall   Steve Rose
Diane Rose   Dale Rubach

Theresa Thomas   Jean Matsuno
Heath Wakelee

THE PHOEBE EDITOR

Cat Raymond
sfaseditor@gmail.com

530.906.7682

www.sierrafoothillsaudubon.org6

It is a short 0.4 mile walk from the parking area off Cement Hill Road to 
Hirschman’s Pond. The trail continues west passing through varied habitats. 
About one mile west of Hirschman’s Pond, the trail reaches a short boardwalk at 
shady Woods Ravine. Just after Woods Ravine, the trail splits, with the left fork 
leading about another mile to Indian Flat Road. The right fork leads 0.25 mile to 
a parking area and a small subdivision. 

A few of the birds to look for are Anna’s Hummingbird; Red-shouldered Hawk; 
Belted Kingfisher; Acorn, Downy, Nuttall’s, Hairy, and Pileated Woodpeckers; 
Northern Flicker; Pacific-slope Flycatcher (Sp, Su); Northern Rough-winged 
Swallow (Sp, Su); Brown Creeper; Red-winged Blackbird; Orange-crowned and 
Nashville Warblers (Sp, Su); and Black-headed Grosbeak.

Directions: From Grass Valley, head north on CA-49/State Hwy 20 E. Turn left 
onto CA-49 N. Turn right onto Cement Hill Road, then drive 0.1 mile and turn 
left into the parking lot for the trailhead.

Where to Go Birding: Hirschman’s Pond and Trail



We hold our general meetings 4 times a 
year at the Madellyn Helling Library
Community Room in Nevada City.  Due
to the increase in activities of their own 
programs, Thursdays in Nevada City are 
not available for us this year so we will 
meet on Tuesdays.

Our fifth meeting (February) is held at 
the Beecher Room at the Placer County 
Library in Auburn which is also expanding 
their offerings.  We will try to schedule the 
first Tuesday there as well but no guaran-
tee. We are grateful to have the use of such 
nice rooms for such a reasonable rate and 
are pleased to watch the library programs 
grow.

Meetings Now on Tuesdays 
By Theresa Thomas, SFAS Program Chair

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Applegate – Rick Sale
Auburn – Barbara Bullock,  James & Linda Lobue
Grass Valley – Bonnie Hampton, Kristie Stevens, David Wong,
Virginia Wolf
Lincoln – Mary & Heidi Bonnard
Nevada City – Marilyn Taylor, Linda Johnson, Daniel Worden
Penn Valley – Rodney Raub
Truckee – Jae Gustafson

SFAS Chapter Membership and renewal 
is $20 annually and includes The Phoebe
newsletter and an invitation to attend 
the many chapter activities.
Your donation also supports our local 
science research projects, habitat
conservation of our area’s birds, as well 
as education and scholarship grants to 
support our local youth.

Send a check payable to:
Sierra Foothills Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1937,  Grass Valley, CA 95945
For questions about membership,
go to www.sierrafoothillsaudubon.org
and click CONTACT US.

For membership in
the National Audubon Society
go to www.audubon.org
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How to
Become
a Member

DID YOU KNOW?
Fun facts about the ACORN WOODPECKER
There’s so much to tell about the clown-faced Acorn Woodpecker, a resident of 
our mixed oak and conifer habitats in the local foothills. Acorn Woodpeckers feast 
on acorns.  They prefer habitat with two or more kinds of oaks. If one type tree 
has a bad crop year, potentially another may be good. Their diet also consists of 
insects, fruit and sap in spring and relies on acorns summer through the winter. 
Acorns are stored in granary trees. The woodpeckers drill up to 50,000 individual 
holes and jam the acorns in very tightly so squirrels cannot pry them out. 

Acorn Woodpeckers live in tight-knit social groups of up to about sixteen birds. 
These consist of cousins, previous years young and siblings.  Year-round, all mem-
bers partake in territorial defense and the storage of acorns. Reproduction depends 
on the size of the acorn crop. Two females may lay eggs in the same nest with all 
members helping to incubate eggs and feed the nestlings.

Adaptive features of woodpeckers include strong tail feathers that support the bird 
as it holds itself on the tree trunk. They also have two back facing toes to aid in 
climbing. These both help keep them upright. When climbing down a tree, they 
lead with the tail. Woodpeckers also like to make music.   They drum to com-
municate their territory and attract mates.  Lastly, their nostrils are covered with 
feathers to keep splinters and dust out while they peck.

You may see Acorn Woodpeckers in our area year-round. Please enjoy this key-
stone species that is so important in oak ecology.
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It is the mission of the Sierra Foothills Audubon Society to educate ourselves and others, conserve and restore natural
ecosystems, focusing on birds, other wildlife, and their habitats for the benefit of humanity and the earth’s biological diversity.

2023 SFAS CALENDAR
Board Meetings begin at 7:00 pm

Membership Meetings begin at 7:00 pm

2023 general meetings are held the first
Tuesday of every second month:

February 7, April 4, June 6,
October 3, December 5.

For meeting updates visit
www.sierrafoothillsaudubon.org

Sierra Foothills Audubon
would like to thank

for their
continued
support of our
Bluebird
Nest Box
Project

ACE Hardware Grass Valley

Lead Ammunition Banned from Wetlands Across the EU
BirdLife International Press Release
As of February 15, 2023, using lead shot ammunition in wetlands is illegal in all 
27 EU countries, as well as Iceland, Norway, and Lichtenstein. The law comes 
into force following a 2-year period given to the EU countries to prepare for the 
change.

With this law in place, the lives of an estimated 1 million waterbirds which cur-
rently die of lead poisoning in the EU, will be saved and the perpetuation of 
extreme poisoning of wetland wildlife will be tackled once and for all. Exposure 
to lead can also have severe consequences for people should they be exposed to it, 
especially children.

It is estimated that hunters have been polluting our wetlands with more than 
4,000 tonnes of lead shot annually, despite the existence of competitively priced 
alternatives.

The ban will also decrease the secondary poisoning of raptors and scavengers, 
which are regularly poisoned while eating prey contaminated with lead shot.

The BirdLife Partnership has been working to have this poisonous ammunition 
banned for more than 20 years.

Barbara Herrero, Senior EU Nature Policy Officer, BirdLife Europe said, “This is 
huge. Despite banning lead from paint, petrol and virtually everything else several 
decades ago, it was still allowed to poison our shared environment – even when 
alternatives exist. With this ban, the EU has addressed a significant part of the 
problem. We now call on EU countries to make sure the ban is enforced.”


