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PRESIDENT’S
CORNER
Rudy Darling ~ SFAS President

When I first joined the SFAS Board of Directors (Board),
then president, Linda Chaplin, invited the board to a
picnic in Pioneer Park to welcome new members, Don
Rivenes and myself. I thought it ironic that we as Audubon
representatives ate BBQ birds for that meal – chicken. But
now that I think about it, J.J. Audubon himself, like all
the naturalists of his time, did his bird study by shooting
specimens, though they probably didn’t barbecue them.
Optics of the time were not up to today’s standards and
shooting was about the only way to study them closely
or to paint them. Besides, there were a lot more birds
back then. Museums are full of these specimens. Even
in the 1960’s my ornithology professor told of shooting
birds for museum specimens and his research in Central
America. Being a child of the burgeoning ecology
revolution, I was somewhat aghast but came to accept
it. You see, the class was held in the Bell Museum of
Natural History at the University of Minnesota, which
had an extensive bird skin collection that we used
extensively in the class. Nevertheless, I am glad that
modern bird studies focus less on killing birds and more
on observation in nature (behavior, ethology, ecology,
distribution, etc.). In fact, the National Audubon Society
and especially the Christmas Bird Count were started in
part to counteract large-scale killing of birds for fashion
and sport.
In the years since that picnic, the Board has had
a tradition of holding a summer retreat and potluck to
review the past year and to plan for the coming year. This
year we met outdoors, coincidentally at Pioneer Park, in
person as a board for the first time since Covid started.
We had a very productive session until the heat of the
day got the better of us. I would like to touch on some
of the issues we discussed. First, I would like to say that
we missed retiring Board members Jim Groeser and Dan
Stewart. Jim was one of the mainstays of the SFAS table at
the annual Children’s Festival, also held at Pioneer Park.
...Continued on Page 3
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SFAS GENERAL MEETING
Thursday, October 6th at 7:00 pm
Gene Albaugh Community Room
Madelyn Helling Library, Nevada City

Our Own Ted Beedy Will Be
Presenting for October
Answering the question “Why buy another bird book?”

You will be entertained and
informed by this presentation
about the identification, status,
and natural history of birds in
the Sierra Nevada that includes
a virtual transect of the range
from the oak savanna in the
west, through serene conifer
forests of the west side, up into
the majestic alpine regions, and
down the eastern escarpment
to the Great Basin. Along the
way we’ll see and hear the stunning diversity
of birds that make the Sierra their home. Ted’
s
talk will be illustrated by his own photographs and
illustrations of Sierra birds by Keith Hansen.
Ted Beedy has studied and photographed
birds and other wildlife throughout the Sierra
Nevada and California for more than 60 years. He
has a Ph.D. in Zoology from the University of
California, Davis. He co-authored a book with Ed
Pandolfino,“Birds of the Sierra Nevada: Their Natural
History, Status, and Distribution”that was illustrated
by Keith Hansen and published by the University of
California Press in 2013. Along with Keith Hansen
and Adam Donkin, he co-authored“Hansen’s
Field Guide to the Birds of the Sierra Nevada”that
was published by Heyday and Sierra College Press.
Doors open at 6:30, meeting starts at 7:00. Be
prepared with proof of vaccination and a mask in
your pocket and hope that we don’t need either.
Check the SFAS website and Facebook page
for last-minute updates or call Program Chair
Theresa Thomas 530-264-6742.

www.sierrafoothillsaudubon.org

Conservation Report

Don Rivenes, Conservation Chair

An Announcement from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Regarding Barred Owls
BY DON RIVENES
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
identified comp-etition from nonnative and invasive Barred Owls as
one of the two main threats to the
Northern Spotted Owl’
s continued
survival. Barred Owls are larger,
more aggressive, and more
adaptable than Northern Spotted
Owls. They displace Spotted Owls,
disrupt their nesting, and compete
with them for food. Researchers
also have seen a few instances of
Barred Owls interbreeding with or
killing Spotted Owls. Because the
Spotted owl is already struggling
due to its reduced habitat,
the effect of the Barred Owl’
s
presence is an added stressor.
An already vulnerable population
has a much more difficult time
withstanding dramatic changes
in the ecosystem such as the
encroachment of a competitor.

Barred Owl
Photo Credit: Mark Musselman, NAS

Barred Owls are native to
eastern North America. It is believed
they began expanding west of the
Mississippi River around the turn of
the 20th century. This could have
been a natural range expansion or
human-caused, or a combination
of both. One common theory is
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that the Barred Owl’
s westward
movement was precipitated by
changes to the environment in
the boreal forest and Great Plains
as Europeans increasingly settled
there and dramatically altered the
landscape. This may have removed
natural barriers that previously
inhibited the Barred Owl’
s westward expansion. Barred Owls
now outnumber Spotted Owls
in
many
portions
of
the
latter’
s range.
Researchers
have
shown
strong evidence that Spotted
Owl population declines are
more pronounced in areas where
Barred Owls have moved into
the Spotted Owl’s range and
are greatest where Barred Owls
have been present the longest. A
recent meta-analysis of Northern
Spotted Owl population trends
found that Northern Spotted
Owl
populations
experienced
significant declines on all eleven
study areas, ranging from 2
to 9% annually. Barred Owl
presence
on
Spotted
Owl
territories was the primary factor
negatively
affecting
apparent
survival,
recruitment,
and
ultimately, population trend. While
habitat components reduced the
effect of Barred Owls on these
rates of decline, they did not
reverse the negative trend.
The Northern Spotted Owl
Recovery Plan identified 12
Recovery Actions specific to the
Barred Owl threat, including
Recovery Action 29 - “Design
and implement large-scale control
experiments to assess the effects
of Barred Owl removal on Spotted
Owl site occupancy, reproduction,
and survival.”We conducted an
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experiment to test the effects of
removing Barred Owls from certain
areas of Spotted Owl habitat to see
if it would benefit Spotted Owls. The
Barred Owl Removal Experiment
demonstrated success in reducing
populations of Barred Owls and a

Spotted Owl
Photo Credit: Rudy Darling, SFAS

strong, positive effect on survival
of Northern Spotted Owls, which
arrested the long-term population
declines of Northern Spotted Owls
within the removal areas.
The Barred Owl Removal
Experiment provided information
for the implementation of Recovery
Action 30 - “Manage to reduce
the negative effects of Barred
Owls on Spotted Owls.” We
are implementing this through
the development of a Barred
Owl management strategy. The
strategy will cover the ranges of the
Northern and California Spotted
Owl subspecies using a landscape
perspective. The approach and
recommended actions will vary
across
the
landscape
as
appropriate to the conditions and
urgency in each region.
The purpose of the strategy is
to reduce Barred Owl populations
to improve the survival and
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recovery of Northern Spotted
Owls and to prevent declines in
California Spotted Owls from
Barred Owl competition.
For Northern Spotted Owls,
the purpose is to stop or slow
Spotted Owl population declines
within selected treatment areas
in the short term and increase
Spotted Owl populations in the
intermediate term. Due to the rapid
and ongoing population decline of
Northern Spotted Owls, it is critical
that we manage invasive Barred
Owl populations to reduce their
negative effect on Spotted Owls
before Northern Spotted Owls
are extirpated from large portions
of their native range. Therefore,
action alternatives need to provide
for rapid implementation and
result in swift reduction in Barred
Owl competition.
Relative to the California
Spotted Owl, the purpose is to limit
the invasion of Barred Owls into
the range of the subspecies and
respond quickly to reduce Barred
Owl populations that may become
established.
The
southward
invasion of the Barred Owl has
reached their range, and future
impacts to their populations are
inevitable without management.
On July 28, 2022, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service held a
public meeting to take comments
on preparation of a draft
Environmental Impact Statement
for the Barred Owl management
strategy.

Welcome New Members
Grass Valley

Nevada City

Barbara
Johnson

Sharon
Hollis

Ashley
Barker

Matt
Archer

I’m happy to report that our table was in
good hands this year and was very much
visited by the wee ones and their parents,
some of whom had visited the table
themselves as children. See the separate
article in this issue for more details. Special
thanks to Patti DeLuca for being one of the
main organizers of the Festival for many,
many years.
Much of the retreat was spent
reviewing our Bylaws. A committee –
Patti DeLuca, Steve Rose, and Theresa
Thomas – spent considerable time
researching possible updates. First up
was a review of our mission statement to
harmonize it with the National Audubon
and CA Audubon statements: “… to
conserve and restore natural ecosystems,
focusing on birds, other wildlife, and their
habitats for the benefit of humanity and
the earth’s biological diversity.” However,
since conservation is only one of the two
pillars of SFAS, education being the other,
it was suggested to add education to the
statement. This and any other changes will
be voted upon at the September Board
meeting.
Since the bylaws were written in
the days before computers, internet, and
cell phones were common household
items, with several accommodations to
modern times were in order. In several
places that referred to “publications”
and the wording was changed to
“communications,” since many of our
communications are now via Facebook,
email, and website rather than just in our
bimonthly newsletter. Who knows, maybe
texts or some new social media will come
into play at some point. (TikTok, the times
they are a-changing).
We made some changes to make the
bylaws true to what experience has shown
works better. For example, officers’ terms
may exceed the previously listed twoyear limit if the Board approves them and
Membership votes to retain that person in
that Office. Like Putin, I could be President
for life. Help! Recently, Covid has thrown
a monkey wrench in the election cycles.
www.sierrafoothillsaudubon.org

We had hoped to hold an election in June,
but the meeting was cancelled. It is now
scheduled for the October meeting if we
don’t get spooked by the next variant du
jour. Refer to the nominating committee
report in this Phoebe. We also made some
changes to committees. Most notable
was the combining of various tasks that
have evolved over the years into one
committee, Communications, to include
Publicity, Facebook, website, and Phoebe.
The Science Grants Committee will be
made a standing committee. Education
Grants Committee will be merged into
the Education Committee.
Little-known fact: SFAS has a
collection of bird mounts used for
classroom presentations that is currently
housed at the Nevada County Resource
Conservation District on Presley Way
in Grass Valley. When not being used
in classrooms, that and our nest and
egg collection can also be viewed by
the public. We cannot get a license to
possess these collections since we don’t
have a physical location, so NCRCD
holds the license. Kate Brennan reported
that the license is up for renewal, and she
is exploring options of institutions that
would be willing to assume the license.
Meanwhile, you can still see them at
NCRCD’s expanded office.
The Phoebe newsletter will have a
new editor, graphic designer Elizabeth
Seidel, starting with the September/
October issue. She has come up with some
interesting suggestions. Patti DeLuca
passed around preliminary drafts of some
of these ideas and the rest of the Board
threw in some suggestions as well. I can
hardly wait to see the first edition. Thanks
to Patti DeLuca, Steve Rose, and Kate
Brennan for their hard work in making
this change a smooth one.
Several other short topics were
discussed that I won’t bore you with.
It was a great time seeing many of
these dedicated folks in person for the
first time in over two years. You are
invited to join us, either as a Board
Member or Committee Member –
just ask.
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The Field Trip Log

Dale Rubach, Field Trip Chair
,
For Sierra Foothills Audubon Society field trips to take place, caution will be observed to ensure everyone s
saftey. ALL PARTICIPANTS ARE REQUIRED TO BE FULLY VACCINATED. Mask wearing at present
remains at the discretion of the participant.

Bird Walk For Beginners
In Grass Valley

Leisurely Bird Walk in Auburn
Regional Park

Sunday September 18th / Sunday October 16th
Sunday November 20th

Wednesday October 19th
Times: 8:30 am - 10:00 am

Times: 8:00 am - 10:00 am
Leader: Dan Stewart Tel: 1-530-265-4677

Leader: Kate Brennan & Ann Thomas

This walk is designed for beginners, but more
skilled birders are helpful and welcome. We’ll talk
about binoculars, how and where to find birds,
what to look for when you find one. We meet
in the parking lot of the Briar Patch Market
on Sierra College Drive in Grass Valley. We
walk for a little less than two miles and it usually
takes about two hours. Fifteen to twenty different
species are almost guaranteed, especially with
enough sharp eyes and ears. It’s a nice walk up
over the hill at Sierra College and back to the
Briar Patch. Come on out and help us find and
identify some birds. Be aware of the weather and
dress appropriately. A little light drizzle won’t
cause a cancellation, but a real rain storm will.

This bird walk is intended to help individuals
just getting interested in birds learn to identify
the local birds of the Auburn area. We will meet
in the Dry Creek Picnic Area, which is off of
Dry Creek Road in Auburn and proceed at a
leisurely pace through the park. We will help
you pick out the birds in the bush, listen to their
songs and calls, and try to inspire you to spend
more time in the outdoors enjoying the birds
and nature that abounds in our area. Of course,
birders of all levels are welcome. Binoculars will
greatly enhance your enjoyment of this walk.

Please contact Dan if weather is questionable.

Please contact Kate if weather is questionable.

Tel: 1-530-268-1682

Email: dcstew@outlook.com

2022-2023 Nominating Committee Report
Don Rivenes, Nominating Committee Chair

Nominations for the
2022-2023
Officers & Board Members
RUDY DARLING

- President

WILLIE HALL		

- Vice President

DON RIVENES

- Treasurer

PATTI DELUCA

- Secretary

Canididates for Two-Year
Terms as
Board of Directors

Returning Board Members
for 2ND Year of Term

JEAN MATSUNO

JANE HALL

DIANE ROSE

STEVE ROSE

THERESA THOMAS

DALE RUBACH

Nominations from the floor for additional candidates will be accepted.
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The Children’s Festival 2022

SFAS OFFICERS

Knights, Ladies, Fairies, Fencers, Pirates,
Wizards, Elves and a Queen!!
A magical story book event comes alive every summer in the piney woods of Nevada City

				

BY PATTI DELUCA & JANE HALL

The Children’
s Festival began in
1971, with a break from 1990 to
2002, and again in 2019 & 2020
due to Covid. It has been a family
favorite for thirty-eight years!
Sierra
Foothills
Audubon
has been a supporter of this
community event for many years.
This year's festival had over
2,500 hundred children were
in
attendence.
Entertainment,
Renaissance costumes and dozens
of craft tables, including Sierra
Foothills Audubon Society's“paint
a birdie” and “bird mask”tables,
added to the festivities.

Jim & Lorraine Groeser, who
began our bird painting table over
12 years ago.

President:

Rudy Darling

Vice
President:

Willie Hall

Secretary:

Patti DeLuca

Treasurer:

Don Rivenes

		

		

Rivenes@sbcglobal.net
(530) 477-7502

Standing Committee
Chairs
Conservation:

Don
Rivenes

Education
Committee:

Patti DeLuca
& Jean
Matsuno
			
Field Trips:
Dale
Rubach
Finance
Committee:

“Sir” Jim Groeser

“Lady” Lorraine

Jim (prior year’
s photo above)
worked tirelessly in his wood shop
to hand craft hundreds of the
wooden birds for former events.
This year SFAS purchased precut
wooden birds to continue the
tradition. Lorraine continues to
staff the bird drying rack.

Don
Rivenes

Membership:

Kate
Brennan

Programs:

Theresa
Thomas

Publications:

TBD

Science Grants:

Steve
Rose

Elected At-Large
Board Members
Jane Hall
Steve Rose
Dale Rubach
Theresa Thomas
Jean Matsuno
Heath Wakelee

Children having fun at the
bird mask craft table

Hand-Painted Western Tanager

We are ever so grateful to the
twenty SFAS volunteers for the
hours
they
contributed
for
preparation, set-up and staffing
of our popular bird-themed craft
tables. We would also like to take
a moment to recognize and honor

A BIG THANK YOU
to everyone who made the
SFAS bird crafts a success!
We hope this tradition carries on
for many ages to come!

www.sierrafoothillsaudubon.org

Nominating
Committee

(appointed each year)

Any questions?

Please feel free to visit our
website and click on:
ABOUT --> CONTACT US
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“ I want more of whatever this is,

		
the sensation of being alive
				like the bluebird;
Always soaring through song,
weaving around on the
			winds of change.
					

“

- Evelyn Schmelling, “Spontaneous” Poet, 2022 -

How to
Become
A Member

SFAS Chapter Membership
& renewal is $20 annually
and includes The Phoebe
newsletter and an invitation
to attend the many chapter
activities. Your donation also
supports our local science
research projects, habitat
conservation of our area’
s
birds, as well as education
and scholarship grants to
support our local youth.
Send a check payable to:
Sierra Foothills Audubon
Society, P.O. Box 1937,
Grass Valley, CA 95945
For questions about
membership, please go to our
website, SFAS.org and click:
ABOUT --> CONTACT US

Do You See it ?

For membership in
the National Audubon Society
go online to Audubon.org

