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For our 75th birthdays this year (how did that happen?), 
my daughter, Kristen, gave Jeannie and me each a 
year’s subscription to Storyworth. It is a way to record 
our stories for our descendants by writing answers to 
weekly questions. As a result, I have spent a lot of time 
living in the past these past several weeks while writing 
the responses. Often the reminiscences mention my 
relationship to birds. So, as I come to write this column, I 
find myself thinking back over my association with birds 
and Audubon.

I first joined National Audubon in the sixties when my 
parents gave me a membership. I think they picked up 
on my interest because of the feeders I erected outside 
our kitchen window and the essays I wrote for English 
class about birds and my feeder observations (some 
things never change). I liked birds, an unusual passion 
for a teenager at the time. Audubon seemed like the 
logical place to join with others who also liked birds. I 
knew nothing about local chapters, and none contacted 
me. My main connection was reading the Audubon 
magazine. Soon life interfered – college, graduate school, 
kids, jobs (darn those pesky things!) – and I let my 
membership lapse. My interest in birds never lapsed. I 
looked for birds wherever I went, and my life list grew. 
Even as a non-member, I helped my father-in-law, SFAS 
board member Harry Bailey, with the Auburn and Grass 
Valley Christmas Bird Counts. I rejoined Audubon in 
the nineties and started getting The Phoebe newsletter. 
Soon I started attending field trips. On the first one, 
Deren Ross showed me a life bird – Rufous-crowned 
Sparrow. On the next one, another lifer was provided 
courtesy of Brian Williams at Spenceville Refuge –
Lawrence’s Goldfinch. Then Deren struck again and 
pointed out my life Lincoln’s Sparrow, in Lincoln of all 
places. I was hooked. Eventually I started fitting member 
meetings into my busy schedule. Apparently, I didn’t 
keep a low enough profile and was asked to join the 
board. That decision required some thought, as I had 
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SFAS General Meeting 
Thursday June 2, 7:00 PM
Gene Albaugh Community Room
Madelyn Helling Library
Nevada City

Our own Ted Beedy will be our 
presenter in June, answering the question: 
"Why buy another bird book?"

You will be entertained and informed by this presentation about the 
identification, status, and natural history of birds in the Sierra Nevada 
that includes a virtual transect of the range from the oak savanna in 
the west, through serene conifer forests of the west side, up into the 
majestic alpine regions, and down the steep eastern excarpment to 
the Great Basin. Along the way, we'll see and hear the stunning di-
versity of birds that make the Sierras their home. Ted's talk will be il-
lustrated by his own photographs and illustrations of Sierra birds by 
Keith Hansen.
 
Ted Beedy has studied and photgraphed birds and other wildlife 
throughout the Sierra Nevada and California for more than 60 years. 
He has a Ph.D. in Zoology from the University of California, Davis. He 
co-authored a book with Ed Pandolfino, Birds of the Sierra Nevada: 
Their Natural History, Status, and Distribution that was illustrated by 
Keith Hansen and published by the University of California Press in 
2013. Along with Keith Hansen and Adam Donkin, he co-authored 
Hansen's Field Guide to the Birds of the Sierra Nevada that was pub-
lished by Heyday and Sierra College Press in 2021.

Doors will open at 6:30, meeting starts at 7:00 and since we have no idea 
of Covid status at that time, be prepared with proof of vaccination and a 
mask in your pocket and hope that we don't need either. Check the web-
site and facebook page for updates or call program chair Theresa Thomas 
at 530-264-6742.



a full-time job, a part time avocation 
as a performing musician, and served 
as a leader of another club. However, 
my children had fledged, so I agreed to 
join. It was one of the better decisions I 
have made. After retirement, I agreed to 
be the next president (this election was 
indeed stolen … by me … there was no 
other candidate).

Back in the first year of my presidency 
I wrote in this column about the seven 
pleasures of birding as one birder 
recounted them in the movie, Birders: 
The Central Park Effect – the pleasures 
of the sheer beauty of birds, scientific 
discovery, being out in nature, hunting 
without the bloodshed, collecting, 
puzzle solving, and the unicorn effect. 
They pretty much all applied to me 
and why I became active in SFAS. I’m 
sure you can relate to at least some of 
them. If you are interested in any of 
these aspects, you can read more on our 
website (sierrafoothillsaudubon.org) in 
archived issues of The Phoebe starting in 
the September/October 2015 issue.

But that’s old (but not fake) news. Over 
the years I have learned that people join 
Audubon for varied reasons. Of course, 
I suspect it’s a given that we all like birds 
but there are many nature-oriented, and 
even bird-oriented, organizations out 
there that are worthy of our support – 
so, why Audubon? There are probably 
as many reasons as there are members, 
but there are a few common elements. 
Some, like I, join because we REALLY 
like birds and want to be with others 
who feel the same way. Some may join 
because there is an active local chapter 
like SFAS. Alternatively, they may not 
even know that we exist and just want 
to join National Audubon and become 
a part of an organization that is fighting 
to keep our environment healthy 
enough to support the life of birds 
and other living things. As Roger Tory 
Peterson said, "Birds are an 'ecological 
litmus paper.' Because of their rapid 
metabolism and wide geographic range, 

they reflect changes in the environment 
quickly, they warn us of things out of 
balance, sending out signals whenever 
there is deterioration in the ecosystem...” 
Saving the earth for birds might just end 
up saving it for us humans, too.

I heard from one member who said 
he chose Audubon because it tends 
to be less litigious than some of the 
other organizations and that suited 
his personality better. I met another 
who joined simply because she heard 
that Audubon Magazine is a high-
class publication (it is) and she wanted 
to check it out. Others join because a 
friend got them interested. I know of 
several people who have joined because 
every year I hit them up for a pledge to 
my Bird-A-Thon team, Avian Nation. 
(Maybe they hoped I would stop asking 
them. The joke’s on them – that’s not 
going to happen.) 

What’s your reason for joining 
Audubon? Please tell me about it when 
next we see each other. I’d like to know 
your story. Whatever your reason for 
joining Audubon, I invite you to attend 
some of our meetings or field trips if you 
haven’t already. 

Maybe you, too, will be inspired to 
join the SFAS board. It’s not all that 
much work. It’s more like playing in 
the sandbox with a bunch of very 
nice folks who also like birds. You can 

even get in on the fun without being 
on the board by volunteering for one 
of our committees. The conservation 
committee currently consists of one 
overworked chairperson, Don Rivenes, 
who tirelessly works to combat global 
warming, environmental destruction, 
mining, and all sorts of other issues. I’m 
sure he could use some help. As schools 
and events start to become more open, 
our education committee can certainly 
use more hands. Our bluebird maven, 
Kate Brennan, can always use more trail 
monitors and bluebird house builders. 
Whatever your interests, you can let 
us know by emailing us through our 
website, sierrafoothillsaudubon.org.

Speaking of the board, some changes have 
recently happened. Longtime education 
committee chair and bluebird box builder 
extraordinaire, Jim Groeser, has had to 
resign from the board. You may have seen 
Jim at Audubon booths around the area or 
dressed like Robin Hood at the Audubon 
table at the annual Children’s Festival, 
helping wee ones paint bird-shaped 
pencil holders he crafted himself. You can 
read about his Audubon history in the 
November/December 2017 issue of The 
Phoebe available on the website. Also, I 
would like to welcome new board member, 
Jean Matsuno. She has graciously agreed 
to step in as co-chair of the education 
committee along with Patti DeLuca. It 
takes two to replace Jim. Former SFAS 
president, education committee member, 
and field trip leader, Dan Stewart, has also 
resigned from the board. He still plans 
to continue his monthly bird walks for 
beginners and to be a part of the Crafty 
Old Coots Bird-A-Thon team. We will 
miss both of these active volunteers and 
wish them well in their future endeavors.

On a sad note, former board member, 
Joanne Olsen, passed away last June. 
She was followed in November by her 
husband and former SFAS president and 
education committee chair, Jim Olsen. I 
had the pleasure of knowing both fine 
people and will very much miss seeing 
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President’s Corner...Continued from page 1

Education chairman, Jim Groeser, has had 
to resign from the SFAS board. He will be 

greatly missed.
-Photo by Rudy Darling
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Audubon News Report
q Don Rivenes, Conservation Chair Nevada County

Update on the proposed 

Idaho-Maryland Mine Project

The comment period for the Draft Environ-

mental Information Report (DEIR) closed on 

April 4. The mine consultants now must an-

swer questions raised by the public and agen-

cies to produce a Final Environmental Infor-

mation Report or recirculate the DEIR. This 

response will go back to the Nevada County 

Planning Commission staff to review and 

prepare their recommendation to the Plan-

ning Commission. They can reject theproject 

or forward it to the Board of Supervisors for 

their decision.  

SFAS, along with many other environmental 

organizations, signed on to the DEIR com-

ments submitted by Community Environmen-

tal Advocates. The following is a summary 

of the comments submitted separately to the 

Planning Commission by SFAS. 

Biological Resources

The DEIR asks whether the project will 

“Have a substantial adverse effect, either di-

rectly or through habitat modifications, on any 

species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or 

special-status wildlife species in local or re-

gional plans, policies, or regulations, or by 

the CDFW or USFWS. Based on the analysis 

below and with implementation of mitigation, 

the impact is less than significant.”

California Black Rail is the only avian species 
called out in this section of the DEIR.

The report states: 

“The species has been identified within five 

miles to the southeast and southwest of the 

Centennial Industrial Site. Suitable habitat 

for this species occurs within the large marsh 

wetlands within the eastern section of the 

Centennial Industrial Site, though these are 

anticipated to be removed during remedia-

tion activities. The California black rail was 

not identified during the December 2018 or 

early January 2019 site visits or during recon-

naissance-level biological surveys conducted 

in July 2019. The potential for this species to 

occur within the Centennial Site is considered 

very low. Preconstruction surveys for Califor-

nia black rail shall be conducted by a qualified 

biologist prior to the implementation of any 

ground disturbance within or directly adjacent 

to any perennial marsh habitat within the Cen-

tennial and Brunswick Industrial Sites”. 

There is no guarantee that remediation at Cen-

tennial will take place, meaning the habitat 

will still be available. Even if the Centennial 

remedial work is performed, a proposed al-

ternative is available that would protect the 

wetland. In addition, the proposed mitigation 

only covers the construction phase and not the 

disposal of engineered fill at Centennial for 5 

years.

Sierra Foothills Audubon has been support-

ing a bird banding study by Gold Country 

Avian Studies since 2018 at the Bennett Street 

Grasslands banding station within 1/2 mile 

from the proposed Idaho-Maryland Mine. 

Gold Country Avian Studies has submitted to 

the county, California Natural Diversity 

Database (CNDDB) detections of special 

status species in an email to county planner 

Matt Kelley on March 10, 2021 and attached 

a zip file of pdfs all submissions and a list of 

all bird species detected and captured at the 

site. There have been over 15 separate Special 

Status detections (of one or more individuals) 

submitted to CNDDB.  

The data indicates that the South Fork Wolf 

Creek may be used regularly during migration 

season by the California Endangered Willow 

Flycatcher, and California Species of Special 

Concern – Olive Flycatcher, Yellow-breasted 

Chat and Yellow Warbler. 

Based on the previously stated site visits for 

the California Black rail during the December 

2018 or early January 2019 site visits or dur-

ing reconnaissance-level biological surveys 

conducted in July 2019, the DEIR consultants 

missed these four species by not perform-

ing surveys during the Spring migration and 

breeding season. 

The DEIR must include recognition of these 

species as Special Status and protect them 

accordingly. We ask that Rise Gold perform 

studies in all seasons to verify species that 

could be impacted by the mine both at Cen-

tennial and east Brunswick. 

The Madrone Peer Review Report produced 

from a request of Raney concluded on page 8 

for Cooper’s Hawk that “for consistency we 

would recommend that the author add a sen-

tence regarding the species’ potential to occur 

within the study area. We feel that the poten-

tial to occur is high.” Please add that sentence 

to the DEIR. 

Hydrology and Water Quality

Page 4.8-32 “As previously discussed, the 

proposed project includes mine dewatering 

and discharge of the treated groundwater to 

the South Fork Wolf Creek.”

There is no discussion of impacts to avian spe-

cies that changes in the volume and quality of 

water will have on the food obtained from the 

riparian habitat. The DEIR should address this 

issue. 

Noise and air quality 
Table 4.3-11 indicate 36,500 Engineered fill 

trucks trip per year plus 120,788 employee 

trips per year. This additional traffic on Cen-

tennial Drive will cause excessive noise and 

air quality impacts that would affect nesting 

birds in the area. 

In a study published in the January 2016 

Proceedings of the National Academy of 

Sciences, researchers found that adults and 

nestlings of three bird species including the 

Western Bluebird showed multiple signs of 

chronic stress caused by noise pollution, in-

cluding skewed stress hormone levels, due to 

increased anxiety, distraction, and hypervigi-

lance.

In conclusion, we will keep you informed as 

to the outcome of the proposed Idaho-Mary-

land mine.



It has been a very busy spring for the Blue-
bird Trails Project.  The winter gave us time 
to develop and install heat shields on most of 
our boxes that experience direct sun during 
the heat of the summer day.  This is an effort 
to lower the temperature inside the bird box-
es to avoid loss of nestlings due to dehydra-
tion.  Over the winter Nevada County volun-
teers created 105 heat shields, and installed 
just about 90 of those.   Volunteers at Traylor 
Ranch in Placer County developed their own 
heat shield design, built, and installed them 
on around 40 boxes.  Shields were also placed 
on boxes along the Placer Land Trust “Canyon 
View Trail” in Auburn.  

  

As soon as that project was completed, re-
quests for bluebird nest boxes began to roll 
in.  Some people were interested in becom-
ing a part of our monitoring program so that 
the data gathered from their boxes will be re-
ported as part of the Sierra Foothills Audubon 
contributions to the statewide CA Bluebird Re-
covery Project.  Monitors agree to check their 
boxes once per week, record data on num-
ber of nests, number of eggs, number of eggs 
hatched, and final number of birds fledged 
from each box.  Many times when opening a 
nest box, a monitor is not able to see whether 
there are eggs or babies inside, sometimes be-
cause the nest cup is so deep in the box, and 
sometimes because the nest is totally covered 
with a layer of feathers, which is evidence of 
a Tree Swallow nest.  When this happens, a 

monitor can take a photo with their cell phone 
to try and capture just what is happening in 
the nest.  

The photos below were taken the week of 
April 4 by one of our back-up monitors, Rhian 
Gastineau, showing the nests in two different 
Western Bluebird nestboxes; one nest has a 
full clutch of eggs, and the second photo has 
hatchlings estimated to be 9 days old, whose 
hatch date was around March 28, very early 
for Western Bluebird hatchlings.  The nest-
lings will stay in the nest for about 20 days 
before flying out on their own.  Parents will 
continue to feed them for several weeks after 
they fledge.  

If you have rural property and you are willing 
to monitor some nest boxes, become part of 
our project providing additional nesting sites 
for Western Bluebirds and other cavity nesting 
songbirds.   SFAS can help you set up a trail on 
your property (3 to 10 boxes) or if you already 
have some boxes and would like to learn how 
to monitor them, please contact me at sier-
rafoothills527@gmail.com.
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Bluebird Trails Project
q By Kate Brennan

Bill Schloetter attaching heat shield at Traylor Ranch
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Bird Walk For Beginners In Grass Valley
Sunday, May 15, 2022
Sunday, June 19, 2022
Sunday, July 17, 2022
Sunday, August 21, 2022
& Sunday, September 18, 2022
8:00 -10:00 AM
Leader:  Dan Stewart - 530-265-4677 
dcstew@outlook.com

This walk is designed for beginners, but more skilled birders 
are helpful and welcome. We'll talk about binoculars, how 
and where to find birds, what to look for when you find one. 
We meet in the parking lot of the Briar Patch Market on Si-
erra College Drive in Grass Valley. 
We walk for a little less than two miles and it usually takes 
about two hours. Fifteen to twenty different species are al-
most guaranteed, especially with enough sharp eyes and ears. 
It's a nice walk up over the hill at Sierra College and back to 
the Briar Patch. Come on out and help us find and identify 
some birds. Be aware of the weather and dress appropriately. 
A little light drizzle won't cause a cancellation, but a real rain 
storm will.

Please contact Dan if the weather is questionable.

Field Trip to Black Swan Preserve
Friday, May 13, 2022
7:30 - Noon
Leaders:  Diane and Steve Rose
sfasfieldtrips5@gmail.com 

A large pond system and a towering hydraulic cliff are the 
center pieces of the preserve. We will take a leisurely one 
mile stroll down a gently sloping Jeep track and should see a 
variety of migrant and resident flycatchers, vireos, swallows, 
warblers, and sparrows. By this date, Yellow-breasted Chats 
should be on territory, giving their fantastic songs and calls. 
Belted Kingfishers and Northern Rough-winged Swallows are 
likely to be nesting in the cliffs. A pair of nesting Ospreys 
should be fun to watch. 
Plan to be birding until late morning. Bring binoculars, snacks, 
water, and lunch if you want it. The walk is limited to six par-
ticipants plus two leaders.
 Participants must register online and sign our liability waiver 
at the meeting point. Each person must register separately by 

sending an email with their contact information to:
sfasfieldtrips5@gmail.com. 

No drop-ins please. Please do not sign up unless you are com-
mitted to attending.

Field Trip: Castle Valley Road to Castle Pass
Thursday, June 16, 2022
8:00 AM - Early Afternoon 
Leaders:  Diane and Steve Rose
sfasfieldtrips5@gmail.com 

The 1.5 mile track to Castle Pass offers the chance to see 
some of the most sought-after birds of the high Sierra, such 
as Black-backed Woodpecker, Williamson’s Sapsucker, and 
Pine Grosbeak. The beautiful Castle Valley meadow and rug-
ged Castle Peak provide the scenic highlights. Some of the 
other birds that we may see include Rufous, Anna’s, and 
Calliope Hummingbirds; Olive-sided Flycatcher; Western 
Wood-Pewee; Clark's Nutcracker; Evening Grosbeak; Cas-
sin’s Finch; Red Crossbill; White-crowned (oriantha), Fox 
(Thick-billed) and Lincoln’s Sparrows; Green-tailed Towhee; 
Orange-crowned, Nashville, and Wilson’s Warblers; Western 
Tanager; and Lazuli Bunting. This walk is moderately strenu-
ous. The dirt track begins at 7,300 feet elevation and ascends 
to 7,800 feet at the pass. But we will be walking at a "bird-
ing pace", which means we will be moving slowly and mak-
ing many stops. Although the track provides relatively even 
footing, consider using hiking sticks for increased stability on 
the steeper or rocky sections. Bring binoculars, snacks, water, 
and lunch if you want it. Prepare for changeable mountain 
weather by layering your clothing and bringing rain protec-
tion. Plan to be birding until the early afternoon. 

This trip is limited to six participants plus two leaders. Partici-
pants must register online and sign our liability waiver at the 
meeting point. Each person must register separately by send-
ing an email with their contact information to: 
sfasfieldtrips5@gmail.com. 

No drop-ins please. Please do not sign up unless you are com-
mitted to attending.

Field Trip Log
q By Dale Rubach

For Sierra Foothills Audubon Society field trips to take place, caution will be observed to ensure every-
one’s safety. ALL PARTICIPANTS ARE REQUIRED TO BE FULLY VACCINATED. Mask usage is up to you.   

~ As always our field trips are free ~
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Field Trip to the LOP Waste Treatment Plant

A good group of six enthusiastic participants plus three 
trip leaders managed to log 57 species on the LOP 
Waste Treatment Plant field trip.

Ten duck species graced the ponds, with a male Cin-
namon Teal getting best in show honors, but the many 
pairs of Wood Ducks came in a close second. Two fe-
male Hooded Mergansers were good additions, but 
we could not find a male. One pond sported a Great-
er Yellowlegs, a common spring migrant in the Cen-
tral Valley, but a bird rarely seen in Nevada County. A 
Spotted Sandpiper, still spotless, picked mud with the 
yellowlegs. Two active Bushtit nests were fun to watch; 
several birders had never seen the huge nests built by 
these tiny birds. We cleaned-up on swallows, ticking 
five species (Cliff, Barn, Tree, Violet-green, and North-
ern Rough-winged). Noisy swarms of Cliff Swallows 
cruised the sky, some dropping down to gather mud at 
pond edges, then flying to their favored building to dab 
the mud on their new constructions or to repair old 
ones. Western Bluebirds were seen well as they guard-
ed their nests from competing Tree Swallows. Never 
out of earshot was the cacophonous and continuous 
chorus of displaying male Red-winged Blackbirds. A 
well-marked male “Myrtle” Yellow-rumped Warbler 
was a nice find; however, other warblers disappointed 
us, as only one Orange-crowned Warbler was heard 
singing from a shrubby hillside, never giving us a view. 
Compensating for the poor warbler show was a rare 
and very shy White-throated Sparrow, which allowed 
everyone at least a few glimpses as it hugged the foli-
age. Hopefully, we will be able to arrange another field 
trip to this great birding venue in the not too distant 
future.

 Red-tailed or Red-shouldered Hawk??!!
 
That was the question presented by the Buteo staring down at 
a group of 4th graders. After lively discussion about the raptor’s 
field marks, they decided “Red-shouldered!”. As a Sierra Foot-
hills Audubon Society volunteer, I was impressed. These Grass 
Valley Charter School students were in training to be the next 
generation of naturalists. 

I was walking with them along the Wetland Discovery Trail at 
Gray Lodge Wildlife Area on a school field trip. Four Educa-
tion Committee volunteers were delighted to act as docents for 
the morning, as well as provide binoculars. 
As thanks for our participation, we received photos of student 
projects like this one done by Dominic and Dilliner. It is won-
derful that the study of birds has become a vital part of the cur-
riculum at Grass Valley Charter School.

If you are interested in volunteering for any Education Com-
mittee activities, please contact us. No experience necessary 
except for enthusiasm for birds!

If you are a teacher, parent or student interested in using the 
resources of Sierra Foothills Audubon Society in the classroom 
or on field trips, please contact the Education Committee:

Mail: 
Sierra Foothills Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1937
Grass Valley, CA 95945-1937

www.sierrafoothillsaudubon.org 
(On home page go to About --> Contact Us)

Education Committee Report
q By Jean Matsuno and Patti DeLuca

Field Trip Report
q By Steve Rose



~Auburn~
Courtney Diedesch

~Anaheim~
Karen Neal

~ Grass Valley ~
Helene Wilkie
Jan Steinman

Karle DeProsse
Carol McMillan

 ~Lincoln~
Henry Sandigo

~Nevada City~
Megan Torres

Scot Woodland

~Penryn~
Lynne Thompson

~ Rocklin ~
Gerald Chalmers

Welcome New 
Members!
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OFFICERS:
Rudy Darling - President 

rdarling@sbbmail.com    (530) 272-6504

William Hall - Vice President 
yardcard@usamedia.tv

Patti DeLuca - Secretary 
drpatti27@gmail.com

Don Rivenes - Treasurer 
rivenes@sbcglobal.net    (530) 477-7502

ELECTED AT LARGE BOARD MEMBERS:

Jean Matsuno (2)

Dan Stewart (2) 
dcstew@hotmail.com 

Theresa Thomas (2)
randtthomas@sbcglobal.net

Heath Wakelee (2)
hwakelee@gmail.com

Dale Rubach (1)

Jane Hall (1)
yardcard@usamedia.tv

Steve Rose (2)

NOMINATING COMMITTEE CHAIR:

Nominated Each Year

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRS:
Don Rivenes - Conservation Chair 

rivenes@sbcglobal.net  (530) 477-7502

Dale Rubach - Field Trip Chair

Theresa Thomas - Program Chair
randtthomas@sbcglobal.net

EDUCATION COMITTEE CO-CHAIRS:

Jean Matsuno

Patti Delucca 
drpatti27@gmail.com

SPECIAL COMMITTEE CHAIRS:

Heath Wakelee - Scholarship Chair
hwakelee@gmail.com

Jane Hall - Publicity/Hospitality 
yardcard@usamedia.tv

Kate Brennan - Membership
katebrennan6699@gmail.com

Steve Rose - Scientific Grants Committee

SFAS Officers, Board
and Committee Chairs

Education Committee Report
q By Jean Matsuno and Patti DeLuca

Hear Ye! Hear Ye!

Please join us as a volunteer for The Children’s Festival.  
This Renaissance craft faire for children will be held at 
Pioneer Park on Friday, July 15, 2022.

The festival (like most events) has been on hold due to 
covid, but will once again offer a fun filled day of crafts 
and entertainment for children.

At each Festival, Sierra Foothills Audubon Society has 
a craft table focusing on birds.  For many years Jim Gro-
eser has created wooden bird pencil holders for our 
Audubon craft table.  Since Jim can no longer produce 
these wonderful creations, we have a new wooden bird 
craft and hope it is as engaging as ‘Jim’s Birds’.  Come 
and see. Better yet volunteer for one or both sessions 
to help kids paint these new wooden birds – song bird, 
hawk or hummingbird.  

We need volunteers for this craft (no experience re-
quired) in the morning from 8:30 - noon or evening 
session from 5 - 8. 

You are guaranteed to have fun along with the chil-
dren. In addition, SFAS has a second craft table where 
children can make a bird mask of an owl, eagle or duck. 

Please join us to support our local youth and your 
Audubon Chapter.

Please contact Patti DeLuca at drpatti27@gmail.com for 
more information and to volunteer.
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Become a
SFAS
Member

Two levels of membership are available: SFAS 
Chapter Membership is $20 annually and includes 
a subscription to The Phoebe newsletter and an 
invitation to the many chapter activities. Send a 
check payable to Sierra Foothills Audubon Society, 
P.O. Box 1937, Grass Valley, CA 95945.

An introductory membership to the National 
Audubon Society is $20 and includes SFAS Chapter 
Membership, subscriptions to the bi-monthly NAS 
Audubon Magazine and Phoebe newsletter from 
SFAS. Send a check payable to NAS Membership 
Department, National Audubon Society, PO Box 
97194. Washington, DC  20090-7194.  Please write 
C1ZC460Z in the memo section of your check. Or 
you can join online at www.audubon.org and 
click on “JOIN.”   For more information contact Dan 
Stewart at (530) 265-4677. 

2022-23 Nominating Committee Report
By Don Rivenes, Nominating Committee Chair

Here are the nominations for the 2022-23 officers 
and Board members: 

Rudy Darling - President
Will Hall - Vice President 
Don Rivenes - Treasurer
Patti DeLuca - Secretary

Nominations from the floor for additional candi-
dates will be accepted.

The Nominating Committee presents the following 
list of candidates for the two-year term as Board of 
Directors: 

Jean Matsuno
Teresa Thomas
Heath Wakelee

Nominations from the floor for additional candi-
dates will be accepted.

Returning members of the Board for a remaining 
one-year term are:

Jane Hall
Steve Rose
Dale Rubach


