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Hummer Bummer

It has been an unusual two years due to Covid, 
and the SFAS board made the difficult decision 
to cancel in-person field trips, membership 
meetings, and board meetings starting in spring 
2020. Last summer during the month or so when 
it looked like the spiky devil was on the run, the 
SFAS board thought it might be time to start 
having in-person membership meetings again 
and scheduled our October meeting. In order 
to get the information about meetings and field 
trips in your hands in time, we have to submit 
information to the editor of The Phoebe by the 
10th day of two months before the meeting. In 
these Covid times, it is hard to predict what will 
be happening two months ahead. The speaker 
cancelled, fortunately before we went to press and 
we were able to announce the cancellation in The 
Phoebe - bullet dodged. We decided not to offer 
a replacement because of the surge of the Delta 
variant and concern for the health of our mostly 
older membership. The December meeting was 
held by Zoom, again because of the Delta variant. 
When the time came to plan for the February 
meeting, Delta was on the downhill side of the 
curve, so we decided to try again for an in-person 
meeting. We had started putting The Phoebe 
together when the Omicron variant started to rear 
its ugly head overseas. Then blizzard chaos hit 
the foothills and the process came to a halt. Once 
we got power back (9 days for my household), 
we were way behind schedule, but managed to 
get the final draft to the printer. After printing, 
it takes up to several weeks to get through the 
postal system. That’s when Omicron arrived with 
a vengeance. Our speaker cancelled, but it was 
too late to do anything about the announcement 

Continued on page 2...

President’s Corner
Rudy Darling, SFAS President SFAS General Meeting

General Meeting Thursday, April 7, 7:00 pm 
Gene Albaugh Community Room

Madelyn Helling Library, Nevada City

Please check the website https://sierrafoothillsaudobon.org, the 
Facebook page or call Program Chair at 530-264-6742 for possible 

cancellation due to Covid or some other disaster

Masks highly recommended and proof of vaccination required. 
For our first in-person general membership meeting since Covid flew 

into our lives, we have a special treat for you, especially if you are 
dazzled by hummingbirds. 

Our guest presenter for the April 7th general membership meeting 
will be Deb Kirkpatrick, hummingbird rehabilitator with Gold Country 
Wildlife Rescue in Auburn. She and her husband John have been vol-
unteering with GCWR for the past 17 years, and Deb has specialized in 

hummingbird rehab for the past 10 years. She rehabilitates 
anywhere from 150-200 hummingbirds each year…almost all coming 
from Placer, Sacramento, Nevada and El Dorado counties. Can you 

even imagine how much time and dedication that must involve? 

Deb calls hummingbirds the “test pilots” of the bird world. They can 
maneuver like no other bird and they are pure magic in the air! She 
would know, as she watches the rescued hummers progress from tiny 
neonates in their nests, up to newly feathered hatchlings in small con-

fined flight cages, until they are strong enough to graduate to the 
large flight cages lined with blooming salvias for them to perch and 

feast on that prepare them for release. 

This presentation should also be a visual delight with plenty of photos 
of the hummers under Deb’s care; we will try to allow time at the end 

for questions and discussion. 

If you have enjoyed our Hummingbird Extravaganzas in the past, this 
meeting is a must.



in The Phoebe. Again, we opted 
not to offer a replacement 
program because of the new 
surge and immediately posted the 
cancellation notice on our website. 
It should not have ended there, but 
several balls were dropped by our 
all-volunteer organization and as 
a result, about 20 cold, unhappy 
hummingbird enthusiasts were 
waiting outside the Placer County 
Library for our program. To them 
I offer the sincerest apologies of the 
board and pledge that the board 
will do everything in its power to 
make sure it never happens again. 

As a result, the board spent 
considerable time discussing the 
situation at its recent meeting. Since 
I started attending meetings in the 
mid-90’s I can only recall one time 
when a speaker cancelled at the 
last minute. We were able to throw 
together a very enjoyable substitute 
program in one afternoon. That 
has been and will continue to 
be our preference under normal 
circumstances. Unfortunately, 
Covid is not a normal circumstance. 
There may be other times when 
circumstances change after The 
Phoebe is sent when a meeting 
needs to be cancelled or altered 
(e.g., the meeting place becomes 
unavailable at the last minute, 
impossible weather, etc.). Sending 
notification by USPS is not a 
viable option because printing and 
mailing is expensive and delivery 
is too slow (a couple of weeks for 
our non-profit status). Here are the 
policies we have implemented to 
prevent similar future incidents:

1. Whenever possible we will have 
a replacement program ready to go.

2. For all meeting announcements 
in The Phoebe we will include a 
reminder to check our website 

(sierrafoothillsaudubon.org) for 
last minute changes. Such changes 
will be posted on the home page as 
soon as we know about them.

3. We would like to be able to notify 
people by email of any last-minute 
changes. Unfortunately, we only 
have email addresses for about half 
of our members. To rectify that 
situation, we created a “Contact 
Us” option on the website under 
the “About” menu item. If you 
wish to receive such notifications, 
please send us a quick note on this 
form. We promise not to inundate 
your inbox with notices or sell 
your address but intend to use it 
for meeting notifications and last-
minute changes only. If you have 
been receiving emails about our 
meetings in the past, it means we 
already have your email address and 
you do not need to furnish it again. 
If you have changed your email 
address since you joined National 
Audubon or since you last received 
a meeting notice (February 2020), 
we may have an incorrect address 
for you. Please update our records 
(and National Audubon’s).

4. We will post a notice at the 
announced site of the meeting that 
it has been cancelled or moved.

Cats Indoors Follow-up

I knew that keeping cats indoors is a 
controversial subject, but I think it is 
important for cat owners to consider the 
possible consequences of free-roaming 
cats. I was gratified that I received no 
negative feedback on that subject itself. 
Instead a long-time SFAS member who 
agrees with keeping cats indoors objected 
to the (mis)information presented about 
toxoplasmosis. That information was 
taken directly from the American Bird 
Conservancy’s (ABC) cats indoors website 
(https://abcbirds.org/program/cats-indoors/
cats-and-diseases/).

I belong to ABC and believed that the 
information on their website was correct. 
The main purpose of my inclusion of that 
information was not to provide medical 
information but that 74% of cats get it, 
humans might get it from their cats, and 
results can be drastic for some people. 
However, most people (and cats) show no 
symptoms. 

A more complete discussion of the 
currently accepted science can be found 
on the CDC website, https://www.cdc.
gov/parasites/toxoplasmosis/. Here is an 
excerpt: “Severe toxoplasmosis, causing 
damage to the brain, eyes, or other organs, 
can develop from an acute Toxoplasma 
infection or one that had occurred earlier 
in life and is now reactivated. Severe 
toxoplasmosis is more likely in individuals 
who have weak immune systems, though 
occasionally, even persons with healthy 
immune systems may experience eye 
damage from toxoplasmosis.” 

Because damage to the brain is one possible 
outcome, research is being done on the 
possible link between toxoplasmosis and 
many other of the outcomes listed by ABC 
(see the website of The National Institute of 
Health (NIH) for recent studies), but most 
conclude by saying that more research 
is necessary. It would have been more 
accurate for ABC to have differentiated 
the possible outcomes of toxoplasmosis 
infection between those that are proven 
and those that are still being researched, 
thus far inconclusively. I apologize 
for being the inadvertent purveyor of 
misleading medical information. 

2 www.sierrafoothil lsaudubon.org

President’s Corner...Continued from page 1

It was a good year for Lewis's Woodpecker (15) 
on the Grass Valley CBC (page 6)

Photo By - Rudy Darling
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Audubon News Report
q Don Rivenes, Conservation Chair Nevada County

~Excerpt from a National Audubon article~

We saved the puffins. Now a 
warming planet is unravel-
ing that work. 
   Published Jan 04, 2022

Atlantic puffins, which historically bred on 
many islands off the coast of Maine, were 
nearly wiped out in the 1800s for their meat 
and eggs as hunters annihilated herons, 
egrets, terns, and gulls for millinery feath-
ers. By 1901, puffins were down to a final 
pair on a sole island, Matinicus Rock, an 
island 25 miles out to sea from the coastal 
town of Rockland.

Early conservationists protected those 
last puffins on Matinicus Rock. But they 
were so disrupted, they rebounded to only 
a few dozen pairs by the 1970s. Puffins 
never returned to any other islands. The 
destruction of 19th century biodiversity 
was compounded by 20th century careless-
ness. Islands were overrun by omnivorous, 
aggressive gulls, fattened significantly by 
landfill garbage along the coasts and fishing 
industry waste. 

As U.S. Fish and Wildlife experts brought 
gulls under control, Kress and colleagues 
from Audubon’s Project Puffin raised puf-
fin chicks in makeshift burrows until they 
hopped into the ocean. He hoped that when 
it was time to breed two or three years later, 
his birds would select Eastern Egg Rock in-
stead of Newfoundland as their home. He 
used decoys and mirrors to create the il-
lusion that the rock was prime puffin real 
estate.

Puffins began returning in 1977 and started 
breeding in 1981. Two years ago, Eastern 
Egg Rock hit a record 188 pairs of puffins. 
Project Puffin spread to other islands, re-
sulting today in 1,300 breeding pairs of puf-
fins across islands in the Gulf of Maine.

Kress’s methods of translocating chicks and 
using decoys, mirrors, and taped calls for 
social attraction helped revive and relocate 

more than 130 of the world’s approximately 
350 seabird species in more than 40 coun-
tries from mortal dangers such as volca-
noes, oil spills, and other animals.

Amid his efforts, the world’s seabird popu-
lations were in the process of dropping 70 
percent from 1950 to 2010. The causes in-
cluded plastic trash, oil, gas, and chemical 
industry pollution, agricultural runoff, over-
fishing and fishing gear, commercial coastal 
development, military operations, bright 
lights, power lines, and water warmed by 
climate change’s heat-trapping gases from 
fossil fuel emissions.

Over the last decade, warmer waters have 
slammed into the Gulf of Maine as force-
fully as a hurricane. For cold-water sea life, 
the temperatures are their wildfire.

The gulf, cupped between Cape Cod and 
Nova Scotia, is heating up faster than near-
ly every other ocean system on Earth. The 
last five years (2015-2020) have been the 
warmest on record, with last year bringing 
the hottest single day of sea-surface tem-
perature, nearly 70 degrees Fahrenheit. The 
average summer sea-surface temperature 
has risen from 57 degrees to 61.

Climate change is altering the currents. 
Melting Arctic freshwater is slowing down 
the Labrador Current, allowing the warm 
Gulf Stream to expand its presence. For hu-
mans the water is still bone-chilling. 

Fish respond by fleeing to colder water that 
is too deep or far out for seabirds to reach 
to feed their chicks. That phenomenon was 
fully evident in the summer of 2021. Heat-
waves that delivered record temperatures 
to Maine cities resulted in puffins finding 
fewer fish and desperate terns bringing only 
moths, butterflies, and flying ants.

Then a relentless wave of storms delivered 
record rainfall, including a 3-inch deluge 
from Hurricane Elsa, to parts of Maine. 
On the islands, the increase in rain and the 
timing of intense rain events from climate 

change was fatal to birds in multiple ways.
This summer, their caring over the carnage 
turned into a primal scream for action on 
climate change. It is so normal that Maine’s 
puffins and terns have overnight become 
some of the most important “climate canar-
ies” in the animal world. In 2015, the Inter-
national Union for Conservation of Nature 
upped the threat level for Atlantic puffins to 
“Vulnerable” globally and “Endangered” in 
Europe.

The question is whether the public cares 
about the odds we’ve stacked against the 
birds. It is not too late to reverse them. They 
are still displaying a remarkable resiliency 
even though climate change has made 5 of 
the last 10 years, including 2021, the worst 
on record for Project Puffin’s islands. 

Clearly, birds touch something in us when 
we pause to admire them. Birdwatching in 
the United States boomed during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. After a half century where 
the United States lost 3 billion birds, avian 
life surged in cities calmed by lockdowns. 
Up in Maine, thousands of people circled 
Eastern Egg Rock on packed tour boats, en-
thralled by the color of the birds, their man-
nerisms, and the story of why they are here. 
As I once heard Kress narrate on a tour boat, 
“Every puffin out here is a miracle.”

Nevada County Conservation Report

By Don Rivenes

The presence of a single bird can 
change everything for one who ap-

preciates them."

~ Julie Zickefoose

An American nature book writer, biolo-
gist, bird artist, and blogger
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What would you do if you had recently retired and moved to a new rural county?  Go to the Library, of course, to 
learn about your new community.  But what if you saw a poster looking for new wildlife rehabbers??  If you are 
Deb and John Kirkpatrick, you would sign up for the next training session.  Deb and John have lived in Auburn for 
17 years, and have volunteered for Gold Country Wildlife Rescue (GCWR) for 16 years.

That is how Deb Kirkpatrick became a wildlife rehabber who specializes in hummingbirds, volunteering with 
GCWR.  Deb had worked for over 17 years as an administrator in the medical field, before changing paths some 
years after the death of her first husband and going back to college to study theology at age 45, ultimately be-
coming a Chaplain.  Deb was working as a grief support counselor when she met John Kirkpatrick who was a re-
tired aerospace engineer and who had lost his wife.  They dated, married several years later, officially retired, and 
moved to the California foothills.  

Deb started out with GCWR rehabbing all songbirds, but as she and John became fully trained and began accept-
ing more and more injured birds, they found their life was becoming over-focused on rehabbing birds and they 
were just a bit tired of having up to 50 songbirds in their house in cages.  John suggested that Deb choose one 
bird to specialize in, and she chose the hummingbird.  She says she is so glad she did, because they are so smart, 
they learn so fast, and are so amazing in their avian abilities.

In her first year of rehabbing hummingbirds exclusively, she was only caring for birds from GCWR in Auburn, and 
had 35-38 hummers during that year.  As years went by she started taking them from other counties as their 
hummingbird rehabbers retired.  During the two past years, Deb cared for around 200 hummers in 2020, and 160 
during 2021.  And now her area of care extends beyond Placer County to El Dorado County, Nevada County, and 
the Sacramento area.  

Deb explained to me that most of the hummers she sees are babies, especially from March through September, 
some of these being babies just hatched (neonates).  And she let me know that these tiny babies must be fed ev-
ery 20-30 minutes from 5am until dark.  The neonates are in Deb’s care for almost 2 months before being ready 
for release.  WOW.  That’s a lot of baby food.  The greatest number of babies she has ever had in her care at one 
time was 53.  So, she prepares a lot of food in advance and freezes it to use as needed, and gets lots of supplies 
in advance, including the beautiful hand-knit hummingbird nests seen in the photos here.   Last year Deb ran her 
incredible operation with the help of 3 volunteers, who each came in 1 day a week.  But even when she has a vol-
unteer working there, she and John are there working right alongside them.  This year, it looks like she will have 4 
volunteers, as I will be volunteering to work with her one day a week.  Stay tuned for more as the year progresses.  

Rehabbing is not for everyone.  It requires a HUGE commitment, especially for baby birds. Deb says there is a pre-
baby season and a post-baby season when she and John live a fairly normal life.  But during hummingbird baby 
season (February through Sept.), those babies literally become the focus of their life.  Deb does get a few injured 
adults each month throughout the year.  She has had as many as 20 adult hummers in rehab at one time, injured 
by cats, by cars, or from window strikes.  

     

So, Deb Kirkpatrick is one busy person.  And if caring for hummingbirds is not enough, Deb also has been run-
ning grief support groups and doing grief counseling for the past 25 years.  I would call her VOLUNTEER EX-
TRAORDINAIRE. 

The Hummingbird Lady
q By Kate Brennan
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Bird Walk For Beginners In Grass Valley
Sunday, March 20, 2022
Sunday, April 17, 2022
& Sunday, May 22,2022
8:00 -10:00 AM
Leader:  Dan Stewart  530-265-4677 
dcstew@outlook.com

This walk is designed for beginners, but more skilled bird-
ers are helpful and welcome. We'll talk about binoculars, 
how and where to find birds, what to look for when you 
find one. We meet in the parking lot of the Briar Patch 
Market on Sierra College Drive in Grass Valley. 
We walk for a little less than two miles and it usu-
ally takes about two hours. Fifteen to twenty different 
species are almost guaranteed, especially with enough 
sharp eyes and ears. It's a nice walk up over the hill at 
Sierra College and back to the Briar Patch. Come on out 
and help us find and identify some birds. Be aware of 
the weather and dress appropriately. A little light drizzle 
won't cause a cancellation, but a real rain storm will.

Please contact Dan if the weather is questionable.

Lake of the Pines Wastewater Treatment Plant
Thursday, March 31, 2022
7:30 - 11.30 AM
Leaders:  Steve Rose, Diane Rose, Patricia Clark
sfasfieldtrips5@gmail.com 

This is one of the best birding venues in Nevada County, 
where 169 species have been observed to date. At this 
season there should still be a nice variety of ducks on the 
ponds, including Gadwall, American Wigeon, Wood Duck, 
Bufflehead, Common Goldeneye, and Hooded Mergan-
ser. At this time, migration will be just underway, but 
we should see a good selection of Swallows (Northern 
Rough-wing, Barn, Cliff, Tree, and Violet-green), Orange-
crowned 
Warblers will be singing on the hillsides, while wintering. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglets, Hermit Thrushes, and Sparrows, 
among them Fox, Song, White-crowned, and Golden-

crowned should still be with us. Western Bluebirds and 
Tree Swallows will be nesting in the bird boxes. We have 
a good chance of seeing or hearing more than 50 species 
of birds. Plan to be birding for three to four hours. Walk-
ing will be on mostly level ground, but we might make an 
optional excursion up a hillside or two. 

*Please note the public health guidelines for this trip, as we 
emerge from the Covid -19 pandemic.

The walk is limited to six participants plus three leaders. 
There will not be a waiting list. Participants must register 
online and sign our liability waiver at the meeting point. 
Each person must register separately by sending an email 
to: sfasfieldtrips5@gmail.com. with your contact informa-
tion. You will be given information of where to meet and 
what to bring. No drop ins please. 
Thank you for your flexibility in helping us ensure that 
everyone remains healthy! Because we have to limit the 
size of trips, please do not sign up unless you are commit-
ted to attending.

Hummingbird Extravaganza Returns
Sunday, April 10, 2022
5:00-7:00 PM
Leader:  Kate Brennan, 530-268-1682

Join us for an evening with an astonishing number of 
hummers at a well-established migratory rest and re-
fueling stop. We will be driving out Garden Bar Rd to 
a private residence to view hundreds of Anna's, Black-
chinned, Rufous, and a few Calliope Hummingbirds. The 
thunderous drone of several hundred wings and the 
vibrant flashing of red, orange, green, and violet will be 
well worth the drive. The best viewing will be just before 
sunset.   
Call Kate to make reservations; parking and participation 
is limited. You will be given directions of where to meet 
to caravan to the site. Bring lawn chair, binocs, your own 
picnic, etc.  Some finger food and non-alcoholic bever-
ages will be provided.  

Field Trip Log
q By Dale Rubach

Sierra Foothills Audubon Society is cautiously starting field trip activities. For events to take place certain 
guidelines will have to be followed to ensure everyone’s safety. ALL PARTICIPANTS ARE REQUIRED BE-
ING FULLY VACCINATED. If participants are conscious of social distancing, mask usage  is up to you.
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Grass Valley CBC – Geese in the Snow 

Rudy Darling

Covid has also affected the annual Christmas Bird Count (CBC). 
Last year all our local counts were cancelled. This year we held 
them on a somewhat limited basis. This was especially true for the 
Grass Valley CBC which was scheduled for a week after Snow-
mageddon. I was not even sure that it could be held until the day 
before when I realized I had no way to cancel it since much of 
my contact information was on my desktop which was useless 
without power. Even so, 26 dedicated counters plowed through 
snow, downed trees and power lines to find just over 7,000 birds 
of 93 species. Not surprisingly, this was the least number of birds 
(previous low was 7,899 in 2017) we have found in our 27 years 
of counting, but only the third lowest number of species (low of 
90 in 2018, high of 117 in 2015, and average of 204). Waterfowl 
provided the most surprises, with Greater White-fronted Goose 
(2), Snow Goose (2), Cackling Goose (3), and Green-winged Teal 
(22) making rare appearances.

Note-worthy was our second-highest count of Lewis’ Woodpecker 
(15). It was also comforting to see that we found both eagle species 
again this year.

Auburn Area CBC 2021
  
Sarah Roeske and Shannon Wells, co-compilers 

The 41st Auburn CBC had a very good turnout of birders (53) 
and good weather for most of the day, until the valley fog crept 
uphill, resulting in excellent numbers for total species (126) and 
total numbers of birds (23,107). Shannon Wells and I took over 

the reins as compilers of the circle, and we are very grateful that 
almost all of the regular area leaders and their teams promptly 
signed on again after last year’s hiatus. With Deren Ross’s and 
Rudy Darling’s excellent notes and guidance our task was not 
too daunting, and we look forward to organizing the circle 
again next year. 
 
Because we don’t have the historical memory of Deren Ross, 
we won’t go into details of trends, but we had a couple of firsts. 
Highest count in 41 years records were set for Snow Geese 
(3072, of which 3070 were in a fly-over seen by Brian Wil-
liams), White-breasted Nuthatch (264) and Great Blue Heron 
(31). A first species for our circle, a flyover of ten American 
White Pelicans, was noted in N-Central Auburn by a team led 
by Audrey Ball. 

Numbers of species and total numbers of ducks trended low 
compared to all-time highs, but other families of birds had 
good turnouts throughout the circle. Some unusual (for our 
circle) sightings included a Long-eared Owl, 5 Chestnut-backed 
Chickadees, and a Blue-gray Gnatcatcher. Our chapter’s name-
sake, the Black Phoebe, was sighted in every area for a grand 
total of 184 of that species. 

Lincoln CBC 2021

Ed Pandolfino

After canceling the count last year, I wanted to at try to have 
some version of the count this year. Thanks to help from Au-
drey Ball, we pulled it off.

2021 WOULD have been the 20th year for this count had we 
done a count last year, but we will now have to wait until next 
year to celebrate that milestone.

The weather on December 28th was kind, with light winds and 
rain holding off until late. In spite of working with reduced 
teams, we still had 82 participants (most from the Sun City 
Lincoln Hills and Sun City Roseville groups). Other area teams 
were kept to minimal sizes so that folks would not have to 
crowd together in a car. We also lost both teams that normally 
cover Area 7 (with some key riparian and rice field habitats) 
due to the historic snowfall in the foothills preventing those 
(Nevada City/Grass Valley) folks from making the drive. Chris 
Conard used his two teams to provide at least some coverage of 
their area.

As one might expect from having fewer teams we did set new 

Green-winged Teal was found on the 
Grass Valley CBC for only the fourth year 

and in record numbers

Photo by - Rudy Darling

Continued on page 7...
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lows for several species, but also set some new highs. And our 
species total for the day was 136 (average 135) and 137 (aver-
age 136) for count week, thanks to Gary Mele’s finding some 
Sandhill Cranes a couple days after the count.

We also added one NEW species to the circle total (now at 
180 species). Linda Gal and Cliff Hawley found a Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher near the eastern edge of the count circle, a long 
overdue species for us.

We set new highs for a number of waterfowl including Greater 
White-fronted and Canada Goose, Northern Shoveler, and 
Northern Pintail, all but the Canadas likely taking advantage of 
our ample rainfall increasing flooded rice acreage. We also set 
a new high for Black-necked Stilt, which bucked the trend we 
saw for some other shorebirds (see below).

Both Dunlin and Greater Yellowlegs were present in record 
LOW numbers. The rice fields may have been too deeply 
flooded for the Dunlin, but not sure about the yellowlegs. New 
lows for Belted Kingfisher and American Goldfinch might be 
the result of relatively light coverage, but new low counts for 
the following seven species is of concern as all are known to 
be in long term, rangewide decline: Northern Harrier, Log-
gerhead Shrike, Yellow-billed Magpie, American Pipit, Western 
Meadowlark, and Tricolored Blackbird.

Looking SO forward to having a “normal” Christmas Bird 
Count in 2022!

~ Grass Valley ~
The Brailey Family

Michael Wolf
Alina Bernacki

~ Auburn ~
Mick Holsclaw

Annie Mascorro

~ Rocklin ~
Dustin Tellefson

Welcome New 
Members!

OFFICERS:
Rudy Darling, President 

rdarling@sbbmail.com    (530) 272-6504

William Hall, Vice President 
yardcard@usamedia.tv

Patti DeLuca, Secretary 
drpatti27@gmail.com

Don Rivenes, Treasurer 
rivenes@sbcglobal.net    (530) 477-7502

ELECTED AT LARGE BOARD MEMBERS:

Jim Groeser (2)
redtailh@gmail.com

Dan Stewart (2)  
dcstew@hotmail.com 

Theresa Thomas (2) 
randtthomas@sbcglobal.net

Heath Wakelee (2) 
hwakelee@gmail.com

Dale Rubach (1) 
rugby7676-birds@yahoo.com

Jane Hall (1) 
yardcard@usamedia.tv

Steve Rose (2) 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE CHAIR:

Appointed each year

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRS:

Don Rivenes, Conservation Chair (Nevada City)   
rivenes@sbcglobal.net  (530) 477-7502

Jim Groeser, Education Chair (Nevada City)   
(530) 913-2240 

redtailh@gmail.com

Dale Rubach, Field Trip Chair
rugby7676-birds@yahoo.com

Theresa Thomas, Program Chair 
randtthomas@sbcglobal.net

SPECIAL COMMITTEE CHAIRS:

Heath Wakelee, Scholarship  Chair 
hwakelee@gmail.com

Jane Hall, Publicity/Hospitality  
yardcard@usamedia.tv

Kate Brennan, Membership
katebrennan6699@gmail.com

Steve Rose, Scientific Grants Committee

OTHER POSITIONS:
Alexander Giron, Phoebe Publication 
phoebe@sierrafoothillsaudubon.org

SFAS Officers, Board
and Committee Chairs
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NOW ALSO ON YOU TUBE 

Do you want to record your bird sightings? 
Keep your bird list? 
Learn about trends in populations or migration patterns?
 
If so… Join us for an eBird tutorial. 

This program is expertly presented by Diane and Steve Rose 
and is now up on our Sierra Foothills Audubon Facebook page. 
It is a quick overview of the eBird website and details on how 
to submit your checklist to eBird.  This tutorial makes eBird ac-
cessible even for an absolute beginner birder.  You can access it by searching for Sierra Foothills Audu-
bon on Facebook and find it on You Tube at this link: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P6UL94sDIAs&feature=youtu.be

The program is excellent and I encourage you all to watch it.  You do not need a Facebook 
account, just go to Facebook and put Sierra Foothills Audubon into the search bar then look for the 
eBird video.

Happy birding and keep those lists coming!

Theresa Thomas
Program Chair 


