
Salton Sea by Michael Lynes of Audubon California
Thursday, April 6, 2017 - 7:00 PM

Community Room, Helling Library, Nevada City

Anyone who has been to the Salton Sea knows how incredible the birding is at 
this Important Bird Area. Audubon California is working with a broad coalition of 
state and federal regulators, water districts, farmers, conservation and environ-
mental justice organizations, and scientists to find solutions to protect birds and 
people that live at and around the Salton Sea. The sea has been shrinking rapidly 
since 2003, when a water transfer agreement began to send portions of Imperial 
Valley’s water to urban areas. As the sea continues to shrink, it will expose up to 
100 square miles of lakebed, resulting in massive air pollution in a region that 
already has some of the worst air pollution and public health rates in the state. 
Mover, birds will lose tens of thousands of acres of shoreline and deep water 
habitat.  This presentation will provide background about the Salton Sea and how 
the current crisis developed and will discuss some of the solution that Audubon is 
working on to address the problem. 

Michael Lynes is the Director of Public Policy for Audubon California and is one 
of the leads for Audubon’s work at the Salton Sea. Prior to joining Audubon Cali-
fornia in 2014, Mike was the Conservation Director and then Executive Director 
of the Golden Gate Audubon Society in the San Francisco Bay Area, where he 
focused on regional planning and improving conditions for Bay Area birds. Before 
then, Mike worked as an attorney representing nonprofit groups in environmen-
tal protection lawsuits. Mike started his career as a biologist with the Point Reyes 
Bird Observatory (now Point Blue Conservation Science), where he focused on 
birds in riparian, wetland, and oak woodland habitats. Mike lives in Davis, Cali-
fornia with his wife and two sons, who are currently more interested in catching 
Pokemon than watching birds.
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A subtle movement caught my eye. 
Soon the Cassin’s Vireo was located. 
What was it doing? In a short while it 
was evident that it was tugging at a 
spider’s web. In what remains of my 
memory a fact was dredged up – vireos 
use spider silk in the making of nests. 
Soon it headed off to an oak sapling 
and fussed around in a branch fork.  

 
After it left, inspection revealed the be-
ginnings of a nest. Eureka! A couple of 
weeks later, it was sitting on the nest, 
resolutely refusing to move as I took 
photos. A couple of years ago, I might 
have marked “CAVI” (the bird bander’s 
code for Cassin’s Vireo) in my notebook 
and moved on, missing the joy of dis-
covering the nest, but I was working on 
the Nevada County Breeding Bird At-
las. It taught me to be a better birder 
by paying more attention to behavior. 
It is another example of citizen science 
in action as well as a great opportunity 
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Cassin’s Vireo on Nest
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American White Pelicans at the Salton Sea



to improve one’s birding skills, the sub-
ject of my column in the previous issue 
of The Phoebe.

What is a Breeding Bird Atlas? It’s a 
collection of data about all of the birds 
that breed in a particular region, in our 
case, Nevada County.  The data is usu-
ally collected by amateur birders—citi-
zen science at its best.  For our Atlas 
project, spearheaded by Steve and 
Diane Rose, the county is divided into 
a grid of 5 x 5 km blocks.  These 109 
blocks are surveyed over a five year pe-
riod to determine which birds breed in 
the county as well as when and where 
they breed.  

This is the first time 
that any systematic 
survey has been made 
of all birds breeding 
in our county and the 
first county-wide effort 
to survey the breeding 
birds of the Sierra 
Nevada.
What is done with all that data? In a 
completed Atlas, collected data are 
presented as species accounts, each 
of which consists of text discussing the 
findings and a county grid map indi-
cating those blocks where breeding of 
that species was confirmed, probable, 
or possible.  As climate change, popu-
lation pressures, and development af-
fect the county and its bird life in the 
future, our Atlas will provide a baseline 
to detect changes in breeding bird dis-
tribution.  This “snapshot in time” will 
be a valuable resource to biologists, 
state and federal agencies, conserva-
tionists, resource managers, and bird-
ers, but the ultimate value of the atlas 
is realized when the entire effort is 
repeated, once each 25 years, making 
it possible to see changes in breeding 
bird populations with each new human 
generation.

How is it going so far? So far nearly 
16,000 breeding records have been 
collected and 149 species have been 
confirmed breeding in the county. We 
have about ¾ of the confirmations we 
need, but that last ¼ gets harder and 
harder.

Have there been any surprises? You 
bet! While nearly 300 species have 
been observed in the county, the cur-
rent breeding status of some of them 
had not been confirmed. Some of the 
surprising confirmed breeders include: 
Green-winged Teal, Ring-necked Duck, 
Bufflehead, Hooded Merganser, Ruddy 
Duck, Great Egret, Common Gallinule, 
Peregrine Falcon, Canyon Wren, Phain-
opepla, Blue Grosbeak, Great-tailed 
Grackle, and Hooded Oriole.

Here are some of the interesting things 
that have been observed to date.  

1. American Robin has breeding 
evidence noted in all 109 blocks 
and confirmed breeding in 81.

2. Hammond’s Flycatcher has yet 
to be confirmed as a breeder, 
probably due to its preference 
for placing its nest high in the 
trees of old growth conifer for-
ests.

3. Cliff Swallow is one 
of the easiest spe-
cies to confirm.  
Who hasn’t seen 
their mud nests 
attached to build-
ings and bridges?  
Only twice have we 
found their nests 
on an actual cliff.

4. Turkey Vulture 
breeding was con-
firmed when two 
chicks were found 
in an abandoned 
tree house.  Few atlas projects 
have confirmed breeding for 
this bird.

5. White-breasted Nuthatches 
breed on our west slope of the 
Sierra to about 3000 feet and 
require the presence of oaks in 
their breeding habitat.  On our 
east slope, they nest to nearly 
8000 feet and do not require 
oaks.  Their songs are also dif-
ferent and the two populations 
are very likely two separate 
species.

This project is a large undertaking and 
can use your help. It is a great way to 
look at a small area in intense detail, 
change your bird observation perspec-
tive, and learn about Nevada County 
and its birds. Even if you can’t commit 
to covering a block or more, or don’t 
feel comfortable about your birding 
skills, you can still report any breeding 
behavior (nest building, food carrying, 
feeding of young, etc.) you might ob-
serve to Steve Rose (gnateater@gmail.
com). Together we can get those final 
800 confirmations.
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Photo by Rudy Darling



SFAS Officers, Board
and Committee Chairs

The Phoebe is published six times per year on or about the first of 
January, March, May, July, September and November. Newsletter 
submissions are due by the 15th
of each month preceding
newsletter publication.

Officers:
Rudy Darling, President
rdarling@sbbmail.com

(530) 272-6504
William Hall, Vice President
yardcard@usamedia.tv

Judy Netherwood, Secretary
walksfar7@@gmail.com
Don Rivenes, Treasurer
rivenes@sbcglobal.net

(530) 477-7502

Elected At Large Board Members
(n) = Remaining Term: 

Patty Deluca (1)                                                                                  
drpatti27@gmail.com

Jim Groeser (1) 
redtailh@gmail.com
Heath Wakelee (1)

hwakelee@gmail.com
Dale Rubach (2)

rugby7676-birds@yahoo.com
Jane Hall (2) 

yardcard@usamedia.tv
Dan Stewart (1) Ex-officio 

dcstew@hotmail.com

Nominating Committee Chair:
Appointed each year

Standing Committee Chairs:
Don Rivenes, Conservation Chair (Nevada City)   

rivenes@sbcglobal.net
(530) 477-7502

Jim Groeser, Education Chair (Nevada City)   
redtailh@gmail.com

Judy Netherwood, Membership Chair
walksfar7@gmail.com

Dale Rubach, Field Trip Chair
rugby7676-birds@yahoo.com

William Hall, Program Chair  
yardcard@usamedia.tv

Special Committee Chairs:
William Hall, Scientific Grant Chair

yardcard@usamedia.tv
Heath Wakelee, Scholarship  Chair

hwakelee@gmail.com
Jane Hall, Publicity/Hospitality 

yardcard@usamedia.tv

Other Positions:
Kate Brennan, Database Manager

woodswoman55@goskywest.com

3www.sierrafoothil lsaudubon.org

Because of the recent drought, there has been heightened concern about fire 
and the impact on Sierra Nevada forests and its birds. The following is an excerpt 
from a report by Point Blue and some of their post-fire recommendations.   

AVIAN MONITORING IN CENTRAL SIERRA POST-FIRE AREAS
Point Blue Conservation Science 
Alissa M. Fogg and Ryan D. Burnett, Point Blue Conservation Science Zachary L. 
Steel, University of California, Davis

The fires we monitored included the 2004 Freds and Power fires, the 2008 Gov-
ernment Fire on the Tahoe National Forest and the 2013 Rim Fire on the Stan-
islaus National Forest. 

POST-FIRE HABITAT MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 

General 

• Whenever possible restrict activities that depredate breeding bird nests and 
young to the non-breeding season (August–April). 

• Consider post-fire habitat as an important component of the Sierra Nevada 
ecosystem that maintains biological diversity. 

• Consider the area of a fire that burned at high severity, as opposed to the area 
of the entire fire, when determining what percentage of the fire area to salvage 
log. 

• Consider the landscape context (watershed, forest, and ecosystem) and avail-
ability of different habitat types when planning post-fire management actions. 

• Use existing climate predictions of vegetation communities to guide refores-
tation locations and species mixes, but be mindful of remaining uncertainties 
regarding the rate of species’ range shifts. 

Snags 

• Retain high severity patches in areas where pre-fire snags are abundant as 
these are the trees most readily used in the first three years after a fire by cavity 
nesting birds. 

• Retain snags in salvaged areas in far greater densities than green forest stan-
dards and retain snags in dense clumps. 

• Snag retention immediately following a fire should aim to achieve a range of 
snag conditions from heavily decayed to recently dead in order to ensure a long 
lasting continuous source of suitable cavity and foraging trees. 

• Consider that snags in post-fire habitat are still being used by a diverse and 
abundant avian community well beyond the 5 to 10 year horizon of Black-backed 
Woodpeckers. 

• Retain snags in areas being replanted as they can provide the only source of 
snags in those forest patches for decades to come. 

• Consider retaining smaller snags in heavily salvaged areas to increase snag 

Continued on page  7

Nevada County Conservation Report
q Don Rivenes, Conservation Chair Nevada County
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Field Journal

For field trip updates, changes or cancellations check http://sierrafoothillsaudubon.org/  
Our field trips are free.

Carpooling drivers appreciate participants offering to share fuel costs.

Beginner’s Bird Walk – Traylor Ranch, Penryn
Saturday, March 4, 2017
9:00 -11:00 AM
Leader: Heath Wakelee  
916-870-5253 hwakelee@gmail.com 
Meet at 9:00 AM in the parking lot off 
Humphrey Rd. at the south- east corner of 
Traylor Ranch Nature Reserve. Note: the address 
for the Reserve is 5050 English Colony Road in 
Penryn. Humphrey Road boarders the Reserve. 
Please call or write Heath if you need additional 
information. Bring water, a snack, warm clothes 
if warranted and a positive attitude, we will 
see a lot of great birds. This trip is intended for 
beginners, but experienced birders are welcome 
and add to the experience for all. Traylor Ranch 
affords an opportunity to see the resident species 
of the lower foothills and valley floor, usually 
twenty or more different species. We’ll spend 
about two hours and walk a little more than a 
mile. Come on out, bring your binoculars and 
help us find some birds. The more eyes and ears, 
the more birds we’ll see.

Bridgeport at South Yuba State Park
Saturday, March 11, 2017
8:00 AM
Leader: Carol/Bruce Malnor 
530-432-2724 & Bob Slyker 
cmalnor@comcast.net   bgsly@aol.com
Meet at Bridgeport’s north parking lot (just past 
the Yuba River highway bridge).
We may see Golden-crowned Sparrows, 
Northern Rough- winged Swallows, American 
Dipper, Bewick’s Wren, Song Sparrow, Bald 
Eagle, Western Bluebirds and many other 
species. Please contact Bob or Carol if weather 
is questionable.

SPENCEVILLE WILDLIFE AREA
Saturday, March 11, 2017
8:00 AM
Leaders: Ted Beedy 
tbeedy@comcast.net  530-274-7232 
and Jim Groeser  530-432-6596
This field trip will be held in conjunction 
with the Sierra College lecture series “Who 
Lives in that Hole?” Spenceville Wildlife Area 
is well known for hosting a high diversity 
of woodpeckers, including: Lewis’s, Acorn, 
Nuttall’s, Downy, Red-breasted Sapsucker, and 
Northern Flickers. Woodpeckers are usually the 
creators of holes that provide essential nesting 
cavities for secondary occupants of these holes 
such as Western Bluebirds, White-breasted 

Nuthatches, Oak Titmice, and Tree Swallows. 
We will attempt to find as many of these cavity-
nesting species as we can, as well as looking for 
wintering raptors and grassland birds. Wear 
warm clothes and bring a raincoat if the weather 
is wet and cold—the trip is on, rain or shine. 
Meet at the Flour Garden next to Safeway in 
downtown Grass Valley (not at Brunswick!) at 
8:00 AM and we’ll carpool from there. We’ll 
get back to Grass Valley at about noon, and the 
estimated driving time is about 30 minutes each 
way.

Bird Walk For Beginners In Grass Valley
Sunday, March 19,2017
8:00 -10:00 AM
Leader: Dan Stewart 
530-265-4677   dcstew@outlook.com
This walk is designed for beginners, but more 
skilled birders are helpful and welcome. We’ll 
talk about binoculars, how and where to find 
birds, what to look for when you find one. We 
meet at 8:00AM in the parking lot of the Briar 
Patch Market on Sierra College Drive in Grass 
Valley. We walk for a little less than two miles 
and it usually takes about two hours. Fifteen to 
twenty different species are almost guaranteed, 
especially with enough sharp eyes and ears. It’s a 
nice walk up over the hill at Sierra College and 
back to the Briar Patch. Come on out and help 
us find and identify some birds.

3rd Annual Hummingbird Extravaganza
Sunday,  April 1, 2017
4:30-7:00PM
Leader: Kate Brennan  530-268-1682
Do you love hummingbirds? Join us for 
an evening with an astonishing number of 
hummers at a well established migratory rest and 
refueling stop. We will be driving out Perimeter 
Rd to a private residence to view hundreds of 
Anna’s and Black-chinned, dozens of Rufous, 
and the occasional Calliope. The thunderous 
drone of several hundred wings and the vibrant 
flashing of red, orange, green, and violet will 
be well worth the drive. The best viewing will 
be just before sunset. We will be leaving at 
4:30PM from the Park and Ride lot behind the 
Cornerstone Church at the corner of Hwy 49 
and Wolf Rd. Call Kate to make reservations; 
parking is limited. Bring lawn chair, finger food 
to share or your own picnic, wine, etc.; some 
finger food and non-alcoholic beverages will be 
available.

Owl Prowl
Friday,  April 7, and Sat,  April 8, 2017
6:30 PM-10:30 PM
Leader: RudyDarling 
530-272-6504   rdarling@sbbmail.com
Meet at Nevada County Government Center 
(Rood Center), 950 Maidu Ave. Pre-trip sign-up 
is required to keep group size manageable. Due 
to the popularity of this trip, it will be offered 
on two nights – your choice. Five species of owl 
are possible on this trip: Great-Horned Owl, 
Western Screech-Owl, Northern Saw- whet 
Owl, Spotted Owl and Northern Pygmy-Owl. 
Be forewarned that owling can be exciting, or it 
can be a bust. Owling is mostly listening, but we 
are sometimes treated to a sighting. While there 
are no guarantees, we usually manage to hear 
several species and often see one or two of them. 
DRESS WARMLY! Rain, snow, or excessive 
wind or fog will cancel the trip – call if in doubt. 
The trip is mostly driving and standing at “hot 
spots”. Quiet children are welcome; no dogs, 
please.

Bird Walk at South Yuba State Park at Bridgeport
Saturday,  April 8, 2017
8:00–10:30 AM
Leaders: Bob Slyker  530-205-9011 
bgsly@aol.com; Carol & Bruce Malnor 
530-432-2724   cmalnor@comcast.net
Meet at Bridgeport’s north parking lot (just past 
the Yuba River highway bridge). Easy walking 
on trail and along the river. We may see Red-
shouldered Hawk, Yellow-rumped Warbler, 
Nuttall’s Woodpecker, Black Phoebe, Band-
tailed Pigeon, and more. Please contact Bob or 
Carol if the weather is questionable.

Beginner’s Bird Walk – Traylor Ranch, Penryn
Saturday,  April 15, 2017
9:00 -11:00 AM
Leader: Heath Wakelee 
916-870-5253 hwakelee@gmail.com 
Meet at 9:00 AM in the parking lot off Humphrey 
Rd at the south- east corner of Traylor Ranch 
Nature Reserve and Bird Sanctuary in Penryn. 
See March 4, 2017 listing for trip description.

Birdwalk for Beginners at Western Gateway 
Park,  Penn Valley
Saturday, April 15, 2017
8:00 -10:00 AM
Leader: Allen Bertke  
530-903-4440   bertke@pacbell.net



This is listed as a Beginner’s Bird Walk, but 
all levels of birders are welcome. The more 
experienced eyes we have, the more birds we 
see. Join me for an easy 2 hour walk over flat 
terrain in this very birdie park. Birds to expect 
are California Scrub and Stellar’s Jays, Western 
Bluebird, Yellow-billed Magpie, Acorn, Hairy 
and Downy Woodpeckers, Northern Flicker, and 
hopefully some early spring arrivals of Bullock’s 
Oriole, Western Kingbird, and Western Tanager. 
We will also be on the lookout for raptors, 
including Red-tailed and Red-shouldered 
Hawks, and American Kestrels. From Grass 
Valley, take HWY 20 west toward Marysville. 
In about 5 miles, turn left at the light on Penn 
Valley Drive. Go right at the 1st stop sign to 
continue on Penn Valley Dr (the road turns into 
Spenceville Dr. if you were to go straight). The 
entrance to the park will be about 1 mile on the 
right. Meet at 8:00 AM in the parking lot by the 
basketball courts.

Bird Walk For Beginners In Grass Valley
Sunday,  April 16, 2017
8:00 -10:00 AM
Leader: Dan Stewart 
530-265-4677   dcstew@outlook.com
Meet in the Briar Patch parking lot at 8:00AM. 
See March 19, 2017 listing for trip description.

Bird Walk near Hirschman’s pond in 
Nevada City 
Saturday, April 22, 2017
7:30-11:00 AM
Leaders: Theresa Thomas 
530-265-2666 and Don Rivenes 
We meet at 7:30AM at the Helling library 
parking lot in Nevada City. We will walk for a 
little less than two miles around the area of the 
library and along the Hirschman’s pond trail. 
Fifteen to twenty different species are expected 
to be seen. Come on out and help us find and 
identify local birds.

Nevada County Foothill Hot Spots
Saturday,  April 22, 2017
7:00AM – 2:00PM (or thereabouts) 
Leaders: Rudy Darling 530-272-6504 
rdarling@sbbmail.com, Ted Beedy 
530-274-7232   tbeedy@comcast.net
Part one of a two-part field trip series coinciding 
with the leaders’ Sierra College Community 
Education class, Nevada County Birding ‘Hot 
Spots’, but open to all. Meet in the parking lot 
of the Rood Government Center, 950 Maidu 
Avenue, Nevada City. This fast-paced field trip 
will transect western Nevada County and is 
designed to show area birders where Big Day 
veterans go to find a maximum number of 

species in a short space of time. The route runs 
from Bridgeport State Park to Lake-of-the-Pines 
wastewater plant. Bring a lunch. Required: 
contact Rudy or Ted to reserve a spot.

Beginning Birding on Placer Land Trust’s Taylor
Ranch Preserve (not Traylor Ranch)
Sunday,  April 30, 2017
8:30 AM
Leaders:  Sarah Roeske 
roeske.sarah@gmail.com 
916-281-4914 and Kate Brennan
This is a co-Placer Land Trust – Sierra Foothills 
Audubon Society event. All levels of experience 
are welcome. This private property is a short 
distance upstream from Hidden Falls Regional 
park. We will meet at 8:30 a.m. at the property. 
Please sign up in advance through the Placer 
Land Trust web site- http:// www.placerlandtrust.
org/calendar-2/ (Scroll down through “Coming 
events”), or contact Janet Voris (janet.voris@
placerlandtrust.org or 530-887-9222). She will 
provide directions on how to find the preserve.
We will saunter along the banks of Coon 
Creek and wend slowly through open blue 
oak grassland, looking and listening for year-
round residents and migrating songbirds. We’ll 
practice basic birding identification skills and 
will get to know the common residents of this 
beautiful riparian – open forest habitat, and hear 
(and maybe see) warblers and other migrants. 
Please bring binoculars if you have them. No 
more than a mile of walking; some uneven 
terrain. There are no facilities on the property. 
Enrollment limited to 20 people. Heavy rain will 
cancel event.

Bird Walk at South Yuba State Park at Bridgeport
Saturday, May 6, 2017
8:00-10:30 AM
Leaders: Carol/Bruce Malnor 
530-263-9392  cmalnor@Comcast.net
Meet at Bridgeport’s north parking lot (just past 
the Yuba River highway bridge). Easy walking 
on trail and along the river. We may see Yellow-
breasted Chat, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Nuttall’s 
Woodpecker, Ash-throated Flycatcher, Wrentit, 
Cliff Swallow, Western Tanager, and more.

Bird Walk for Beginners - Traylor Ranch, Penryn
Saturday, May 6, 2017
8:00-10:00AM
Leader: Allen Bertke 
530-903-4440 berke@pacbell.net
Meet at 8:00 AM in the parking lot off Humphrey 
Rd. at the south- east corner of Traylor Ranch 
Nature Reserve and Bird Sanctuary in Penryn. 
This trip is intended for beginners, but 
experienced birders are welcome and add to 

the experience for all. Traylor Ranch affords an 
opportunity to see the resident species of the 
lower foothills and valley floor, usually twenty 
or more different species. We’ll spend about two 
hours and walk a little more than a mile. Come 
on out, bring your binoculars and help us find 
some birds. The more eyes and ears, the more 
birds we’ll see.

Birding by Ear (Conifer forests)
Saturday, May 6, 2017
7:00 – 12:00 (or thereabouts)
Leader: RudyDarling 
530-272-6504   rdarling@sbbmail.com
Meet in the parking lot of the Rood Government 
Center, 950 Maidu Avenue, Nevada City to 
carpool. We will visit several habitat types up 
Hwy 20 from Nevada City. There we will learn 
how to make sense out of all those twitters 
and tweets emanating from those frustrating 
invisible birds in the forest. Species we might 
hear include Hermit Thrush, Mountain 
Quail, Pacific-slope, Dusky and Hammond’s 
Flycatchers, Pileated Woodpecker, and Fox 
Sparrow, as well as the usual common species. 
Expect to drive 25 miles.Easy walking on level 
ground. Mostly standing and listening. Call 
Rudy in the event of bad weather.

Beginner’s Bird Walk – Miner’s Ravine, Roseville
Saturday, May 13, 2017
9:00 -11:00 AM
Leader: Heath Wakelee
916-870-5253   hwakelee@gmail.com
Meet at 9:00 AM at the bottom of the parking lot 
behind the UA Olympus Pointe movie theaters 
located at 520 N. Sunrise Ave., in Roseville. This 
is a paved, multi use trail with a gentle slope. We 
should see many oak woodland species of birds 
and the treat (we hope) will be White-throated 
Swifts near our turn around point. Round 
trip is about 1 ½ miles. Please call Heath with 
questions or for help with directions.

East Side Nevada County Hot Spots
Saturday, May 20, 2017
7:00 – 4:00 (approximately)
Leaders: Rudy Darling  530-272-6504 
rdarling@sbbmail.com), Ted Beedy 
530-274-7232   tbeedy@comcast.net
Part two of a two-part field trip series coinciding 
with the leaders’ Sierra College Community 
Education class, Nevada County Birding ‘Hot 
Spots’, but open to all. Meet in the parking lot 
of the Rood Government Center, 950 Maidu 
Avenue, Nevada City. This trip is designed to 
show area birders where Big Day veterans go to 
find a maximum number of species in eastern 
Nevada County from Donner Summit to Boca 
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sierrafoothillsaudubon.org
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Reservoir. Bring a lunch. Required: contact 
Rudy or Ted to reserve a spot.

Bird Walk For Beginners In Grass Valley
Sunday, May 21, 2017
8:00 -10:00 AM
Leader: Dan Stewart 530-265-4677 
dcstew@outlook.com
Meet in the Briar Patch parking lot at 8:00AM. 
See March 19, 2017 listing for trip description.

Beginner’s Bird Walk – Traylor Ranch, Penryn
Thursday ,June 8, 2017
9:00 -11:00 AM
Leader: Heath Wakelee 
916-870-5253 hwakelee@gmail.com 
Meet at 9:00 AM in the parking lot off Humphrey 
Rd at the south- east corner of Traylor Ranch 
Nature Reserve and Bird Sanctuary in Penryn. 
See March 4, 2017 listing for trip description.

Bird Walk at South Yuba State Park at Bridgeport
Friday, June 9, 2017
7:30-10:00 AM
Leader: Bob Slyker 
530-205-9011   bgsly@aol.com
Meet at Bridgeport’s north parking lot (just past 
the Yuba River highway bridge). Easy walking 
on trail and along the river. We may see Downy 
Woodpecker, Black-headed Grosbeak, Bullock’s 
Oriole, Cliff Swallow, Yellow Warbler, and more.

Bird Walk For Beginners at Cascade Trail
Saturday, June 10, 2017
8:00-10:00 AM
Leader: Allen Bertke 
530-903-4440   bertke@pacbell.net 
Meet in the front of the CVS parking lot in 
the Brunswick Shopping Center off Hwy 49 
in Grass Valley. We will carpool to the trail 
head. Springtime can be amazing along this 
trail. Easy two hour flat walk. Singing Black-
headed Grosbeaks are almost guaranteed. 
Western Tanagers, Stellar’s Jays, Pacific Wrens, 
and Nashville Warblers are abundant. Other 
warblers are also a good possibility, including 
MacGillivray’s, Black-throated Gray’s and 
Wilson’s. Pacific-slope Flycatchers and Warbling 
Vireos can be seen along the hillsides, and 
Chestnut-backed Chickadee nest along the trail. 
We will be on the lookout for a pair of Pileated 
Woodpeckers that have been seen regularly, as 
well and Downy and Hairy Woodpeckers.

Trip to Sierra Valley
Wednesday, June 14, 2017
7:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Leader: Ed Pandolfino 
erpfromca@aol.com
THIS TRIP IS LIMITED TO 10 PARTICIPANTS. 
CONTACT ED TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT. 
Sierra Valley, the largest expanse of mountain 
meadow habitat in the state, is a wonderful 
spectacle of sight and sound in early June. 
Wetland habitats support breeding Sandhill 
Cranes, a large variety of waterfowl, and 
shorebirds such as Willets, Wilson’s Snipe, 
Long-billed Curlews, and Wilson’s Phalaropes. 
Marsh Wrens and Song Sparrows sing from 
the wetland vegetation and you can often 
catch good views of an American Bittern. 
The grasslands and sagebrush flats ring with 
the songs of Vesper, Brewer’s, and Savannah 
Sparrows as well as the frantic renditions of 
Sage Thrashers. Male Yellow-headed Blackbirds 
puff themselves up and produce that strangled, 
squawking song that sounds like music ONLY to 
the ear of a female Yellow-headed Blackbird. Ed 
will provide details on the trip as well as lodging 
suggestions for folks who might want to come 
up the evening before, or stay over another day 
(to attend the Roses’ trip to Euer Valley).

Bird Trip to Euer Valley (north of Truckee)
Saturday, June 17, 2017
7:00AM-2:00PM
Leaders: Steve and Diane Rose at 
gnateater@gmail.com 
Meet at the Nevada County Government Center 
at 7 AM, where we will carpool to the trailhead 
just north of Truckee and take a leisurely hike 
into this spectacular valley. Plan to be birding 
until early afternoon, covering up to 4 miles on 
well maintained trails at about 6600 ft. elevation. 
Bring a lunch, snacks, water, mosquito repellant 
and be prepared for changeable mountain 
conditions. Some of the possible birds: 
Calliope Hummingbird, Williamson’s and Red-
breasted Sapsucker, Hairy and White-headed 
Woodpecker, Olive-sided and Dusky Flycatcher, 
Western Wood-Pewee, Cassin’s and Warbling 
Vireo, Clark’s Nutcracker, Golden-crowned 
Kinglet, Townsend’s Solitaire, Nashville, 
MacGillivray’s, Yellow, Hermit, and Wilson’s 
Warblers, Green-tailed Towhee, Chipping, Fox, 
Savannah, Song and Lincoln’s Sparrow, Western 
Tanager, Lazuli Bunting, and Cassin’s Finch. 
Contact leaders at least a day before the trip to 
check for any changes.

Bird Walk For Beginners In Grass Valley
Sunday,June 18, 2017
8:00 -10:00 AM
Leader: Dan Stewart 
530-265-4677   dcstew@outlook.com
Meet in the Briar Patch parking lot at 8:00AM. 
See March 19, 2017 listing for trip description.

Loney Meadows
Thursday, June 22, 2017
7:00AM – 12:00PM (or thereabouts)
Leader: Rudy Darling 
530-272-6504  rdarling@sbbmail.com
Meet in the parking lot of the Rood Government 
Center near the jail, 950 Maidu Avenue, Nevada 
City to carpool. Higher clearance vehicles are 
recommended. Loney Meadows, a picturesque 
mountain meadow, is uphill from Nevada City 
on Bowman Road. We will circumnavigate the 
meadow to look for mid-elevation breeding 
birds, such as Lincoln’s Sparrow, Olive-sided 
Flycatcher, White-headed Woodpecker, and 
MacGillivray’s Warbler. Bring water and snacks. 
Fifty miles of round trip driving and a two to 
three mile walk on a relativity level trail.

Birding the Burn
Saturday,  June 24, 2017
7:00AM
Leader: Christy Sherr
sherrs@infostations.com
Mixed severity fire creates snag forest patches 
that support biodiversity and are critical for 
our cavity nesting birds like woodpeckers and 
the secondary cavity nesters that depend upon 
their excavations. Spend an adventure-filled 
day exploring these beautiful and important 
“complex early serial forests” created in the 
American River fires of 2008 and 2013 and 
the Duncan Canyon Roadless Area of the Star 
Fire of 2001. Meet in the Grass Valley K-Mart 
parking lot at 7:00 AM to carpool. Drive time 
is approximately 1.5 hours each way (4-wheel 
drive vehicles not necessary). We will do light 
walking of approximately 2 miles total. Bring 
water, lunch and sun protection. Please contact 
Christy if weather is questionable.
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densities because a large range of snags sizes are used by a number of 
species for foraging and nesting from as little as 6 inches DBH. 

EARLY SUCCESSIONAL HABITAT 

• Manage post-fire areas for diverse and abundant understory plant 
community including shrubs, grasses, and forbs. Understory plant 
communities provide a unique and important resource for a number 
of species in conifer dominated ecosystems. 

• Most shrub patches should be at least 10-15 acres and shrub cover 
should average over 50% across the patch acreage. Within the shrub 
patch, manage for denser clumps (>70%) in order to support area-sen-
sitive species such as Fox Sparrow. 

• Retain natural oak regeneration with multiple stems as these dense 
clumps create valuable understory bird habitat in post-fire areas 5–15 
years after the fire. 

• Maximize the use of prescribed fire to create and maintain chapar-
ral habitat and consider a natural fire return interval of 20 years as 
the targeted re-entry rotation for creating disturbance in these habitat 
types. 

SHAPING FUTURE FOREST 

• Limit replanting of dense stands of conifers in areas with significant 
oak regeneration and when replanting these areas use conifer plant-
ings in clumps to enhance the future habitat mosaic of a healthy mixed 
conifer hardwood or pine-hardwood stand. 

• Retain patches of high severity burned areas adjacent to intact green 
forest patches as the juxtaposition of disparate habitats is positively 
correlated with a number of avian species, including those declining 
such as Olive-sided Flycatcher, Western Wood-Pewee, and Chipping 
Sparrow. 

• Plant a diversity of tree species where appropriate, as mixed coni-
fer stands generally support greater avian diversity than single species 
dominated stands in the Sierra Nevada. 

• Consider staggering plantings across decades and leaving areas to 
naturally regenerate in order to promote uneven-aged habitat mosa-
ics at the landscape scale. 

• Consider fuels treatments to ensure the fire resiliency of remnant 
stands of green forest within the fire perimeter. 

Please refer to these recommendations for making comments to the 
Tahoe National Forest as it revises its Land Management Plan and 
also when post-fire projects are proposed.

Nevada County Conservation Report...Continued from page 3

Become a
SFAS
Member

Two levels of membership are available: SFAS Chap-
ter Membership is $20 annually and includes a sub-
scription to The Phoebe newsletter and an invitation 
to the many chapter activities. Send a check payable 
to Sierra Foothills Audubon Society, P.O. Box 1937, 
Grass Valley, CA 95945.

An introductory membership to the National Audu-
bon Society is $20 and includes SFAS Chapter Mem-
bership, subscriptions to the bi-monthly NAS Audu-
bon Magazine and Phoebe newsletter from SFAS. 
Send a check payable to NAS Membership Depart-
ment, P.O. Box 422250, Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250. 
Please write C1ZC460Z in the memo section of your 
check. For more information contact Dan Stewart at 
(530) 265-4677. 

Sierra Foothills Audubon Society welomes gifts 
and bequests for specific conservation projects or 
the general operation of SFAS. They can also be 
memorial gifts to honor a friend or relative. All 
gifts will be recognized in The Phoebe as well as 
personally on behalf of SFAS.
Mail gifts to:
Sierra Foothills Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1937
Grass Valley, CA 95945

All gifts are tax deductible

Donation to SFAS

SFAS Calendar

2017 Board Meetings - 7:00 p.m.  
2017 Membership Meetings - 7:00 p.m.

A general meeting will be held the 
first Thursday of every second month: 
February 2, April 6, June 1, October 5, and 
December 7.

For meeting updates please visit
www.sierrafoothillsaudubon.org



Education Committee Report
q by Jim Groeser

Grass Valley Charter School 
requested the assistance of SFAS 
volunteers to accompany two 
classes of 4th grade students on 
a field trip to Gray Lodge Wildlife 
Area.  So with teachers Merry Byles 
Daly, Maggie Daly, and Cynthia 
Grapel, we toured Gray Lodge on 
two different days with 25 students 
each trip, one trip in December and 
one in January following a lengthy 
stormy period.  The first group had 
a spectacular sunny day and the sky 
was often filled with thousands of 
Snow Geese having flown up from 
the ponds, perhaps in the tens of 
thousands.  The second trip was 
a very cold day, and having been 
very stormy right before, the birds 
seemed much more dispersed, with overall bird numbers being low, and we saw only one flock of Snow 
Geese fly-up just as we were leaving.  However, as usual, the ponds on the 3-mile driving loop were filled 
with a large variety of ducks for the kids to identify, and the favorite of the day was the Northern Shoveler 
because of its comical appearance.  The fact that the charter school allows parents to drive kids on field 
trips makes this type of field trip possible – kudos to Grass Valley Charter School. 

Also in December, SFAS volunteers gave a classroom presentation to Vanessa Machado’s 3rd grade class at 
Deer Creek School.  Dan Stewart and Jim Groeser discussed the aerodynamics of birds – how bird bodies 
have adapted for flight aerodynamics. 

SFAS gave a presentation to Twin Ridges Home Study Charter School on the subject of bird adaptations.   
Jim Groeser and Sue Graf, assisted by teachers Trina Hunter, Sarah Gordon, and Joy Beresky, discussed how 
birds’ bodies are adapted for survival, like different types of bills and feet, and especially, those adaptations 
necessary for flight such as aerodynamics.

The Education Committee has procured a set of 20 binoculars for use on classroom field trips and for 
classroom presentations.  Teachers are encouraged to contact the Education Committee to request 
classroom visits to talk about birds or to assist with field trips focusing on birds.  

Our chapter is delighted to make our presentations in front of any group: garden clubs, book clubs, family 
get-togethers, hiking clubs, or any group of any size that would enjoy interesting aspects of birds, butterflies, 
dragonflies, or anything that flies.  We now have 14 bird mounts that we can display with our presentations.  
Our latest acquisition is an exquisite Varied Thrush in rusty brown and black.  So, spice up one of your get-
togethers with the world of birds.  Contact Jim Groeser at redtailh@gmail.com. 
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SFAS BIRD-A-THON
Scheduled for May 13

This year’s Bird-A-Thon (BAT) is officially scheduled for May 13, but if you want to do it anytime in 
May – we won’t stop you.  For those members who are unfamiliar with the Bird-A-Thon concept, here 
is a brief overview.  A BAT is a uniquely Audubon way of raising funds for chapter projects, such as 
classroom education, conservation, research support, bluebird recovery, etc.  It is similar to the walk-
a-thons, bike-a-thons, bowl-a-thons, and whatever-a-thons sponsored by other organizations.  The 
difference is that donors make pledges to BAT teams, often in the form of a specified amount ($0.05 
- $1 or more) per bird species seen during one day (or less) of birding.  Teams of 1–4 birders spend 
as much of a 24-hour period looking for birds as their schedules and stamina allow in whatever area 
suits their fancy.  At the end of the event, the number of species seen by each team is tallied and the 
pledges are collected. 
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Auburn: Wendy Wekell, Diana Kerr, 
Emily Mitani, Lew Orban, Shirley Jones, 
Golda Clendenin, Elizabeth Williams, 
Lori Wilson-Hopkins, Christine Wright, 
Cindy Eastman  
Colfax: Lonna Whipple 
Granite Bay: Kyra Kappos  
Grass Valley: Katherine Scourtes, Josh 
Ross, Kim Franza, Susanna Wilson, 
Sharon Szalay, Bonita Brand, Karen 
Ramsey, Cindy Eastman 
Lincoln: Jacqueline Eames, John 
Redmond, Mary Callahan  
Marysville: Siggy Boss  
Nevada City: Diane Cross, W Gregory 
Klein, Trudy Boardman, Patricia Wolfe, 
Susan Murphy, Jacquelin Bucknell 
Newcastle: Ginger Knutson 
North San Juan: Lois Butz 
Penn Valley: Janet Peters 
Rocklin: Karyn Bryant, Dennis Damato, 
Norma Vuletich 
Sacramento: Jan Burnham
Tahoe City: Michael Paul 
Truckee: Michelle Tjosvold , George 
Szabo 
Yuba City: Michelle Jordan, Michael 
Larson, Teri Driscoll, Doug McCoy
Lincoln:  Rich Ferreiero
Grass Valley: Mary Ann Coleman
Auburn:  April Maynard
Meadow Vista: Margaret Carveth

Welcome
New Members

Last year our teams raised over $1500 for the chapter’s 
education and conservation activities, and had a great time 
doing it.  The BAT is one of our chapter’s two fundraisers each 
year. One interesting fact is that most of the donations we 
typically receive are either from BAT team members and their 
families or from non-SFAS members. I’m hoping that this year 
we’ll see more SFAS member participation. Get your friends 
together and go out for a day of birding. Believe me, it’s a lot 
of fun.

If you are interested in forming a team, or would rather enjoy the 
excitement from the comfort of your easy chair by supporting 
your favorite team with a pledge, contact Rudy Darling, (530) 
272-6504 or rdarling@sbbmail.com. Alternatively, contact 
any team member for team pledges. Let’s go for a new record 
pledge total this year!

Bird-A-Thon team, Avian Nation
(John Lace, Rudy Darling, and Ted Beedy)



Grass Valley Christmas  
q Rudy Darling, compiler

The Grass Valley CBC was held December 31 with 51 
participants out counting birds in cold fog, clouds, 
and some sun. We tallied 114 species, our second 
highest total after last year’s 
117, well above our slowly 
rising average of 104 species. 
However, number of birds 
was on the low side, 12,724 
vs an average of 15,160. 
The past two years have 
been augmented species-
wise due to new access to a 
private ranch in the western 
part of Nevada County, and 
by having Brian and Canyon 
Williams kayaking down the 
Yuba River (check out the 
number of Hermit Thrushes 
below!). I would also like to 
think we are getting better at 
finding and identifying birds.

We found no confirmable 
new species, but Brian 
Williams got a glimpse of 
a juvenile sapsucker that 
was likely a Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker. Unfortunately 
the view was fleeting and 
obscured and no photos were 
available to study for possible 
hybridization. However, 
we did set or tie numerous 
high counts: Double-crested 
Cormorant (36), Great Blue 
Heron (20), Bald Eagle (7), 
Hairy Woodpecker (16), 
Hutton’s Vireo (28), Marsh Wren (7), Hermit Thrush 
(109), Savannah Sparrow (37), and Song Sparrow 
(63). Tied previous highs: Virginia Rail (11), Spotted 
Sandpiper (6), N. Pygmy-Owl (5), Belted Kingfisher 
(24), and Orange-crowned Warbler (2). There were 

only a couple of new low counts: American Coot 
(24) and California Towhee (81). Some other “good” 
birds for our count included: Mountain Quail, N. Saw-
whet Owl, Merlin, Peregrine Falcon, Prairie Falcon, N. 
Harrier, Rock Wren, and Canyon Wren.

Thanks to all our area leaders  for 
their hard work – Diane and Steve 
Rose, Wayne Woodroof, Rudy 
Darling, Ted Beedy, Jim Groeser, 
Christy Sherr, Don Rivenes, and 
Deren Ross.

2016 Auburn Area 
Christmas Bird Count 
Results
q Deren Ross, compiler

On Saturday, December 17, a 
group of 73 birders, including 
students from Lincoln High 
School, counted 120 species and 
approximately 21, 868 individual 
birds. 

Highlights included one new 
specie for the count -Tree Swallow 
(1) and two unusual species - 
Cackling Goose (2) and Vesper 
Sparrow (1).

We had record high counts for the 
following species: Sharp-shinned 
Hawk (9), Bald Eagle (9) - adjusted 
for possible over counting, Anna’s 
Hummingbird (279), Black Phoebe 
(268), Common Raven (67), 
Canyon Wren (1), House Wren 
(32), and Lincoln Sparrow (96.)

Other good birds included: Tundra Swan, Lesser 
Scaup, Golden, Eagle, Ferruginous Hawk, Black Rail, 
Sora, Western Screech Owl, Great Horned Owl, 

Northern Pygmy-Owl    Photo by Rudy Darling
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Canyon Wren    Photo by Rudy Darling



White-throated Swift, Lewis’s Woodpecker, Hairy 
Woodpecker, Merlin, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Brown 
Creeper, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Varied Thrush, 
California Thrasher, Phainopepla, Bell’s Sparrow, 
Great-tailed Grackle, Brown-headed Cowbird, Purple 
Finch.

We wish to extend a special thanks to Roger and 
Carol Strahle, owners of Wild Bird Station in Auburn, 
for their kind donation toward the compilation pizza 
dinner and to Round Table Pizza Club House (Loretta 
Hickock-Manager) for providing the meeting room 
and excellent food and service.  We’d also like to 
thank the Placer Land Trust for property access.

Thank you to all of the participants for their time and 
effort.

Lincoln CBC December 28, 2016 
q Ed Pandolfino, compiler

This year 74 birders enjoyed a cold clear morning (it 
stayed below freezing until late morning in most of 
the area) and a mild afternoon to record 138 species, 
a bit above our average of 136. We tallied a total of 

nearly 150,000 birds, well above average thanks 
to very good numbers of geese, swans, and other 
waterfowl. We added one new bird for the count, 
Semipalmated Plover, found in two different spots, 
one in Placer and the other in Sutter County.

Other good birds included Eurasian Wigeon, Lesser 
Yellowlegs, an Osprey, a couple of Thayer’s Gulls, and 
a count-week White-throated Sparrow. We missed 
Rough-legged Hawk for second time in the last 3 years. 
Irruptive species such as Lewis’s Woodpecker, Varied 
Thrush, and Pine Siskin were also missed. We set new 
high totals for Common Goldeneye, White-faced Ibis, 
Black-necked Stilt, and Northern Mockingbird. Our 
count usually records the highest number of Western 
Meadowlarks of any circle in North America, but this 
year we set a new low with a total (1510) half our 
average.
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Tree Swallow      Photo by Rudy Darling

Semipalmated Plover    Photo by Rudy Darling
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Scotten School Bird Club
q By Judy Netherwood

Bird Club is just beginning it’s second year at Scotten School. Students in grades 1 through 4 arrive at school 
an hour early one day a week to study birds. For the first ½ of the class they participate in a variety of multi-
curricular activities including; bird journaling, 
gardening to attract birds, bird arts and crafts, 
building bird feeders and houses, bird games, 
listening to guest speakers, and watching 
bird films. The second ½ of the class is a 
bird walk in the vicinity of the school, with 
binoculars and bird field guides provided by 
Sierra Foothills Audubon Society. The bird 
walk is led by Judy Netherwood, the Bird 
Club teacher. Often a guest Audubon leader 
will also accompany the group. Through Bird 
Club, students develop an appreciation of 
birds, learn the importance of maintaining 
and protecting their habitats, and build the 
basics of conservation habits. Additionally, 
students have fun!


