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President’s Corner

Rudy Darling, SFAS President

A little over a year ago I wrote in
this column about the joy of scientific discovery and citizen science. I
listed ways to get involved, such as
the Christmas Bird Counts (Dec. 14 –
Jan. 5, www.audubon.org/conservation/science/christmas-bird-count),
the Great Backyard Bird Count (Feb.
17 – 20, 2017, www.gbbc.birdcount.
org/), eBird (www.ebird.org), and
local organizations (SYRCL, Sierra
Streams Institute, American River
Keepers, etc.). But perhaps you
don’t feel like you know enough to
be of use. In this issue I would like
to explore ways to become a better
citizen scientist, birder, naturalist.
For starters, there are many opportunities offered by Sierra Foothills
Audubon Society (SFAS) to improve
your birding skills. I have found from
personal experience that the fastest
way to improve in endeavors such
as sports, music, and yes, even birding, is to associate with those who
are better than you at the skill you
wish to learn. Our dedicated crew
of field trip leaders is ready and willing to help you improve your skills.
Check the Field Journal pages of this
Phoebe for upcoming trips. We offer everything from local trips specifically for beginners (Dan Stewart’s
third Sunday walks from Briarpatch,
the monthly Traylor Ranch walks,
Continued on page 2

SFAS GENERAL MEETING
Bluebirds, Budding Birders, and Birdcounts
Thursday, February 2, 2017
Burns Room, Placer County Office of Education
360 Nevada Street in Auburn (next to Placer County Library)
At this meeting Sierra Foothills Audubon Society (SFAS) gives three presentations
for the price of one (free, as always). For the main event, board member, Heath
Wakelee, will give a presentation about bluebirds and Audubon’s efforts to help
them recover from the pressures placed upon them by invasive species, predators, and habitat destruction. This has been a focus of Audubon for decades, and
SFAS has its own effort including nest box construction and bluebird monitoring
“trails.”
SFAS has an active program of scholarships
to help young people
attend camps, conferences, and chautauquas.
Last June we enabled
an amazing 12-year-old
birder, Fiona Gillogly
(now 13), to attend a
week-long course in Bird
Identification by Song at
San Francisco State’s Sierra Nevada Field Campus. Fiona will share
some photos, drawings,
and stories from her experiences at camp and as
an budding young birder
and naturalist. Fiona is
WEBL = Western Bluebird
Fiona Gillogly
an Auburn native, who
Photo
by
Rudy
Darling
in addition to being an
avid naturalist, also pursues interests in music (singing, playing cello), art (including her own line of note cards), theater (14 plays and counting), and language
(journaling and German).
Rounding out the program, SFAS president and Grass Valley Christmas Bird Count
compiler, Rudy Darling, will present results of the SFAS area CBCs (Grass Valley,
Auburn, Lincoln, Marysville), with emphasis on some of the unusual sightings and
trends reported by count leaders.
www.sierrafoothillsaudubon.org
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Bridgeport birdwalks, etc.), to trips
for all skill levels, to specialty trips,
such as owls, birding by ear, distant
hot spots, etc. I encourage you to
include going on them in your New
Year’s resolutions. Okay, so maybe
you’re like most people and forget
your resolutions on Jan. 2. At least
try going on one of them. Maybe,
just maybe, you’ll get addicted.
Our bimonthly membership meetings offer many opportunities to
improve your birding-related interests. In just the past two meetings
we have been taken to Costa Rica
and Alaska and shown dazzling images of the scenery and bird life
found there. There is something for
everyone.
Last month, I talked about birding
festivals as a great way to improve
your skills and will reiterate that
now. From workshops to field trips,
they have a lot to offer, and are a
painless way to learn.
Inspired by Carol Malnor, past president of SFAS, Ted Beedy (co-author
of Birds of the Sierra Nevada: Their
Natural History, Status, and Distribution) and I have been offering
birding classes through Sierra College community education (Kaleidoscope, http://www.sccommed.
org/) for the past three years in
conjunction with SFAS field trips.
This spring the following are being
offered:
1) Meet the Birds of the Sierra,
Ted, Feb. 7 – “You will be entertained and informed by this introductory presentation about
the natural history of birds in
the Sierra Nevada. Topics include an introduction to birds
and where they’re found, habi-

tat associations, recent population trends, bird vocalizations,
and the origins of bird names.
This class is appropriate for all
levels of birders—beginners to
experienced.”
2) Who Lives in that Hole: Woodpeckers of the Sierras, Ted,
March 7 – “Fourteen species
of woodpeckers have been observed in the Sierra Nevada region, and up to 7 species might
be encountered in a single forest. We will explore the lives
of Sierra woodpeckers in terms
of their physical features that
permit them to create holes in
trees, their natural history, regional status, and distribution.
Holes created by woodpeckers also host an amazing diversity of secondary hole-nesters
such as wood ducks, hooded
mergansers, small owls, nuthatches, chickadees, creepers,
bluebirds, and the introduced
European starlings and house
sparrows.”

White-headed Woodpecker
Photo by Rudy Darling

3) Whooo Goes There – Owls of
the Sierra Foothills, Rudy, April

4 – “The foothills are home to
a variety of owls, including the
Spotted Owl, Northern Sawwhet Owl, Western ScreechOwl, Flammulated Owl, Great
Horned Owl, Northern Pygmy-Owl, Long-eared Owl, and
Great Gray Owl. The focus of
this class is on identifying owls
by sound and sight, learning
their behavior and the ways
they interact with other birds.”

4) A Northern Saw-whet Owl
Photo by Rudy Darling

5) Nevada County Birding Hot
Spots, Ted and Rudy, April 18
– “While birds are everywhere,
one can increase one’s chances
of finding new and interesting species by knowing where
to look. This course will give a
tour of many of the publicly-accessible birding spots used by
local birders illustrated by the
presenters’ photos of the sites
as well as typical and specialty
birds to be found there. Field
trips to view some of the sites
will be announced at the class.”
Another great opportunity to improve your naturalist skills is ofContinued on page 3
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SFAS Officers, Board
and Committee Chairs
Officers:
Rudy Darling, President
rdarling@sbbmail.com
(530) 272-6504
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Elected At Large Board Members
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Patty Deluca (1)
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Jim Groeser (1)
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Heath Wakelee (1)
hwakelee@gmail.com
Dale Rubach (2)
rugby7676-birds@yahoo.com
Jane Hall (2)
yardcard@usamedia.tv
Dan Stewart (1) Ex-officio
dcstew@hotmail.com
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Appointed each year
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Don Rivenes, Conservation Chair (Nevada City)
rivenes@sbcglobal.net
(530) 477-7502
Jim Groeser, Education Chair (Nevada City)
redtailh@gmail.com
Judy Netherwood, Membership Chair
walksfar7@gmail.com
Dale Rubach, Field Trip Chair
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William Hall, Program Chair
yardcard@usamedia.tv
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yardcard@usamedia.tv
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The Phoebe is published six times per year on or about the first of
January, March, May, July, September and November. Newsletter
submissions are due by the 15th
of each month preceding
newsletter publication.

fered locally by Sierra Streams Institute (formerly Friends of Deer Creek).
For the past few years they have been offering the University of California
“California Naturalists” certification program in Nevada City. More information can be found at https://cnssi.wordpress.com/. It offers ten weeks
of weekly lectures and four associated field trips in all aspects of natural
sciences that run from March 8 through May 17, 2017 (with no class on
April 12 for spring break).
Both Ted and I have helped with the program, as well as many others
knowledgeable in their fields. If you’re really serious about improving
your skills, give it a try. Early bird registration ends Feb. 1. Who knows,
you might catch a worm. Yum!
I have been pleased and inspired by the numerous individuals I have come
to know recently who have caught the fever and improved their skills by
leaps and bounds (you know who you are). I hope you, dear reader, catch
the bug too. Maybe I’ll see you on the next field trip or in the next class.

Nevada County Conservation Report
q Don Rivenes, Conservation Chair Nevada County

Audubon’s role at the Salton Sea
Using the power of its network, Audubon will work with environmental and
public health NGOs in the region to
raise awareness about the issues at
the Salton Sea and to demonstrate to
the public that, with intensive action
and proper management, the Salton
Sea can continue to be critically important for birds and a healthy place
for people to live.
Located about 130 miles east of San
Diego, the Salton Sea is a study in contradictions. It is massive, yet practically unknown to most Californians. The
landscape is barren and apocalyptic,
but full of life. It is natural, but manmade. The environment puts birds at
risk, but it is also vital for their survival.
More than 300 bird species rely on the
deep water, shoreline, mudflats, and
wetlands at the Salton Sea, as well
as the river channels and agricultural

drains leading into it. Tilapia live in
the deeper waters, providing essential
food for many species, including California Brown Pelican, American White
Pelican, Double-crested Cormorant,
and Caspian Tern.
Perhaps the sea’s greatest value for
birds is its ability to support very large
numbers of waterbirds during the
winter months, including up to 90% of
North America’s Eared Grebes, 50% of
Ruddy Ducks, and 30% of the American White Pelicans. The mudflats and
shorelines are also essential for hundreds of thousands of shorebirds.
The Salton Sea has hosted two Christmas Bird Counts for decades, and the
lake draws thousands to birding festivals and other events.
Beginning in 2018, thanks to a 2003
agreement between the State of California and Southern California water
districts, the Salton Sea will get a lot
less water from the Colorado River,
Continued on page 7
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Field Journal
Ilano Seco Wildlife Management Area

able please call the evening before for an update.
Bring drink, food and warm clothes. This is an
all day trip.

Meet for carpooling at Pleasant Valley Rd.\ Rte 20
Park and Ride (Lake Wildwood turn off). Mostly
viewing from observation platform next to parking area at Ilano Seco. Also optional 1\2 mile trail
between huge ponds. Expect the winter swans,
geese, ducks and shore birds, etc., plus possible
cranes enroute. Site is 12 miles SW of Chico. Back
about 12:30 PM.

Bridgeport at South Yuba State Park

Saturday, January 7, 2017
8:00 AM -12:30 PM
Leader: Jim Groeser 530-432-6596

Bird Walk for Beginners - Traylor Ranch, Penryn
Saturday, January 7, 2017
8:00-10:00AM
Leader: Bill Covington 916-645-0727

Meet at 8:00 AM in the parking lot off Humphrey
Rd. at the south- east corner of Traylor Ranch
Nature Reserve and Bird Sanctuary in Penryn.
This trip is intended for beginners, but experienced birders are welcome and add to the experience for all. Traylor Ranch affords an opportunity
to see the resident species of the lower foothills
and valley floor, usually twenty or more different
species. We’ll spend about two hours and walk a
little more than a mile. Come on out, bring your
binoculars and help us find some birds. The more
eyes and ears, the more birds we’ll see.

Sierra Valley

Wednesday, January 11, 2017
7:30 AM to ?
Leader: Dale Rubach 530-272-3698
rugby7676-birds@yahoo.com

Sierra Valley is a unique and exciting area. It is
located on the
east slope of the Sierra Nevada mountains encircled by the towns of Sierraville, Loyalton and
Portola. In winter it is the home to many raptors
including: Red-tailed Hawk, Ferruginous Hawk,
Rough-legged Hawk, Prairie Falcon, and both
species of Eagles.
It is also home for many passerine species like;
White-headed Woodpecker, Townsend’s Solitaire, Pygmy Nuthatch and Mountain Chickadee.
We will carpool from the Nevada County Government Center (Rood Center) at 950 Maidu
Ave, Nevada City. A four wheel drive vehicle is
recommended for this trip. We will bird mainly
from cars with one or two short walks on level
ground. Inclement weather will cancel. Call or email to reserve a spot. If weather looks question-

Saturday, January 14, 2017
8:00-10:00 AM
Leader: Carol/Bruce Malnor
(530-432-2724) & Bob Slyker
cmalnor@comcast.net / bgsly@aol.com

Meet at Bridgeport’s north parking lot (just past
the Yuba River highway bridge) on Pleasant Valley Rd. Wear warm clothing. We may see see
Oak Titmouse, California Quail, Black Phoebe,
American Dipper, Fox Sparrow, Bald Eagle,
Northern Flicker, Downy Woodpecker and many
other species.

Colusa National Wildlife Refuge

Saturday, January 14, 2017
7:30 AM - 2:00 PM
Leader: Allen Bertke 530-903-4440

Meet at the Park and Ride at the corner of Hwy 20
and Pleasant Valley Rd at 7:30 AM.to carpool. Join
us for a visit to the Colusa NWR to see thousands
of geese and ducks, as well as a variety of other
water fowl, including egrets, herons, White-faced
Ibis, Black-necked Stilts, Black-crowned NightHerons, and more. We should also see a host of
raptors. We will spend time at the observation
area, take a short walk along the ponds to look
for kingfishers, sparrows, woodpeckers, sapsuckers and others, then take the driving tour along
the dikes through the myriad of ponds to see
more waterfowl. Bring lunch, water and snacks.
Restrooms are available at the observation area.
We should be back by 1:30 or 2:00 PM. As an optional extension of the trip, we can return by way
of the Sutter Buttes and District 10 Rice Fields to
visit the Tundra Swans, Greater White-fronted
Geese and possible Sandhill Cranes.

Bird Walk For Beginners In Grass Valley

Sunday, January 15, 2017
8:00 -10:00 AM
Leader: Dan Stewart 530-265-4677
dcstew@outlook.com

This walk is designed for beginners, but more
skilled birders are helpful and welcome. We’ll talk
about binoculars, how and where to find birds,
what to look for when you find one.
We meet at 8:00AM in the parking lot of the Briar

Patch Market on Sierra College Drive in Grass
Valley. We walk for a little less than two miles
and it usually takes about two hours. Fifteen to
twenty different species are almost guaranteed,
especially with enough sharp eyes and ears. It’s a
nice walk up over the hill at Sierra College and
back to the Briar Patch. Come on out and help us
find and identify some birds.

Beginner’s Bird Walk – Traylor Ranch, Penryn
Saturday, February 4, 2017
8:00 -10:00 AM
Leader: Allen Bertke 530-903-4440
berke@pacbell.net

Meet at 8:00 AM in the parking lot off Humphrey
Rd at the south- east corner of Traylor Ranch Nature Reserve and Bird Sanctuary in Penryn. See
January 7, 2017 listing for trip description.

Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area

Thursday, February 9, 2017
9:00 AM to 12:30 PM
Leader: Heath Wakelee
916 870 5253 (cell)
hwakelee@gmail.com

The Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area is the perfect spot
to view birds right from your automobile. Because of this, anyone with mobility limitations
will find this trip the perfect one for them. It is an
area in the heart of the Pacific Flyway that is especially abundant in birds including shorebirds,
ducks, wading birds, neotropical migratory birds
and raptors.
We are going to meet in the Vic Fazio Yolo Wildlife Area (also known as the Yolo Bypass Wildlife
Area) at 9:00 AM for a two and one half hour
drive along well groomed dirt roads. For carpooling and directions to the meeting place, please
call or write to Heath (see above). It will take approximately an hour and a half to reach the area
from Grass Valley and about 45 minutes from
Roseville. Contact Heath to reserve your spot.

Bridgeport at South Yuba State Park

Saturday, February 11, 2017
8:00 AM
Leaders: Bob Slyker, Carol/Bruce
Malnor (530-432-2724) & Ted Beedy
bgsly@aol.com / cmalnor@Comcast.net

Meet at Bridgeport’s north parking lot (just past
the Yuba River highway bridge). Wear warm
clothing, Easy walking on trail and along river.

For field trip updates, changes or cancellations check http://sierrafoothillsaudubon.org/
Our field trips are free.
Carpooling drivers appreciate participants offering to share fuel costs.
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For field trip updates, changes or cancellations visit
sierrafoothillsaudubon.org
We may see Oak Titmouse, Bewick’s Wren, Spotted Towhee, Cedar Waxwing, American Dipper, Belted Kingfisher, Hermit Thrush, Nuttall’s
Woodpecker and many other species.

species. We’ll spend about two hours and walk a
little more than a mile. Come on out, bring your
binoculars and help us find some birds. The more
eyes and ears, the more birds we’ll see.

Bird Walk For Beginners In Grass Valley

Bridgeport at South Yuba State Park

Sunday, February 19, 2017
8:00 -10:00 AM
Leader: Dan Stewart 530-265-4677
dcstew@outlook.com

Meet in the Briar Patch parking lot at 8:00AM.
See January 15, 2017 listing for trip description.

Rice’s Crossing Preserve, South

Friday, February 24, 2017
7:30-11:30 AM
Leader:Allison Nelson 510-541-9078
nelson.allison@gmail.com

Visit riparian area on French Bar and upland
meadows of this 2707 acre Bear Yuba Land Trust
property, recently opened to the public. American Dipper, Belted Kingfisher, Hermit Thrush,
and other winter visitors and residents likely.
Practice recognizing your local birds’ peeps and
cheeps without those pesky songs distracting
you! Meet at Bridgeport State Park parking area
on NORTH side of river (not at visitor center).
We will carpool from there. All-wheel or 4–wheel
drive recommended for those driving.
Call 510-541-9078 or email nelson.allison@
gmail.com to register; limit 12 people. Rain will
cancel so contact leader to confirm if in doubt.
All levels welcome. Wear sturdy footwear as trail
and rocks on French Bar will be uneven. Up to 2
miles on foot of medium terrain on fairly steep
incline.

Beginner’s Bird Walk – Traylor Ranch, Penryn

Saturday, March 4, 2017
9:00 -11:00 AM
Leader: Heath Wakelee 916-870-5253
hwakelee@gmail.com

Meet at 9:00 AM in the parking lot off Humphrey
Rd. at the south- east corner of Traylor Ranch
Nature Reserve. Note: the address for the Reserve
is 5050 English Colony Road in Penryn. Humphrey Road boarders the Reserve. Please call or
write Heath if you need additional information.
Bring water, a snack, warm clothes if warranted
and a positive attitude, we will see a lot of great
birds.
This trip is intended for beginners, but experienced birders are welcome and add to the experience for all. Traylor Ranch affords an opportunity
to see the resident species of the lower foothills
and valley floor, usually twenty or more different

Saturday, March 11, 2017
8:00 AM
Leader: Carol/Bruce Malnor
(530-432-2724) & Bob Slyker
cmalnor@comcast.net / bgsly@aol.com

Meet at Bridgeport’s north parking lot (just past
the Yuba River highway bridge).
We may see Golden-crowned Sparrows, Northern Rough- winged Swallows, American Dipper,
Bewick’s Wren, Song Sparrow, Bald Eagle, Western Bluebirds and many other species.

Spenceville Wildlife Area

Saturday, March 11, 2017
8:00 AM
Leaders: Ted Beedy
tbeedy@comcast.net
530-274-7232 and
Jim Groeser 530-432-6596

This field trip will be held in conjunction with
the Sierra College lecture series “Who Lives
in that Hole?” Spenceville Wildlife Area is well
known for hosting a high diversity of woodpeckers, including: Lewis’s, Acorn, Nuttall’s, Downy,
Red-breasted Sapsucker, and Northern Flickers.
Woodpeckers are usually the creators of holes
that provide essential nesting cavities for secondary occupants of these holes such as Western
Bluebirds, White-breasted Nuthatches, Oak Titmice, and Tree Swallows. We will attempt to find
as many of these cavity-nesting species as we can,
as well as looking for wintering raptors and grassland birds. Wear warm clothes and bring a raincoat if the weather is wet and cold—the trip is on,
rain or shine. Meet at the Flour Garden next to
Safeway in downtown Grass Valley (not at Brunswick!) at 8:00 AM and we’ll carpool from there.
We’ll get back to Grass Valley at about noon, and
the estimated driving time is about 30 minutes
each way.

Bird Walk For Beginners In Grass Valley

Sunday, March 19, 2017
8:00 -10:00 AM
Leader: Dan Stewart 530-265-4677
dcstew@outlook.com

Meet in the Briar Patch parking lot at 8:00AM.
See January 15, 2017 listing for trip description.

www.sierrafoothillsaudubon.org

SFAS Calendar

2016 Board Meetings - 7:00 p.m. The first
Thursday of January, March, May, August (retreat),
September and November. From time to time,
if there is a need to take action, the Board will
meet prior to the general membership meeting.
2016 Membership Meetings - 7:00 p.m. A general
meeting will be held the first Thursday of every
second month: February 4, April 7, June 2, October
6, and December 1.

For meeting updates please visit
www.sierrafoothillsaudubon.org

Donation to SFAS
Sierra Foothills Audubon Society welomes gifts
and bequests for specific conservation projects or
the general operation of SFAS. They can also be
memorial gifts to honor a friend or relative. All
gifts will be recognized in The Phoebe as well as
personally on behalf of SFAS.
Mail gifts to:
Sierra Foothills Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1937
Grass Valley, CA 95945
All gifts are tax deductible

Become a
SFAS
Member

Two levels of membership are available: SFAS Chapter Membership is $20 annually and includes a subscription to The Phoebe newsletter and an invitation
to the many chapter activities. Send a check payable
to Sierra Foothills Audubon Society, P.O. Box 1937,
Grass Valley, CA 95945.
An introductory membership to the National Audubon Society is $20 and includes SFAS Chapter Membership, subscriptions to the bi-monthly NAS Audubon Magazine and Phoebe newsletter from SFAS.
Send a check payable to NAS Membership Department, P.O. Box 422250, Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250.
Please write C1ZC460Z in the memo section of your
check. For more information contact Dan Stewart at
(530) 265-4677.
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Bluebird Trails Program - Summary of 2016 Activity
By Kate Brennan

We had a relatively good season for our bluebird nesting program, having added 3 additional trails to the seven
we had in Nevada Co. last year. In addition, baffles were added to all the boxes at LOP Wastewater Treatment
Plant, and that resulted in absolutely no predation in those boxes, greatly increasing our fledgling numbers for
the year.
To summarize the year’s activity, we currently have 10 trails of nest boxes spread throughout Nevada County and
two trails being monitored in Placer County with the following fledgling count for the 2016 season:

Total Fledglings
Nevada Co
Placer Co.

10 Trails
2 Trails

100 nest boxes
70 nest boxes

393
312

Western Bluebirds
Fledged
234
189

Birds other than Western Bluebirds utilizing our nest boxes included: Tree Swallow (171), House Wren (48), Ashthroated Flycatcher (29), Oak Titmouse (27), and Violet-green Swallow (7).
We had two nests of Violet-green Swallows (VGSW) this year, a wonderful surprise for the two monitors who got
to see them. A big THANK YOU to all of our 2016 bluebird trail monitors: Tom Beattie, Rita Birdsong, Patricia
Clark, Willie Hall, Trish King, LaVerne Leach, and Theresa Thomas in Nevada County, and Bill Covington, Steve
Davis, Allen Klahn, Rick Kleper, Charlene Messner, and Sandra Stevrer in Placer County.
We are currently exploring the possibility of adding 2 new trails this coming season, one on BYLT’s Black Swan
Preserve near Smartville and another along Placer Land Trust’s Canyon View Trail in Auburn. If you have a trail
you walk/hike regularly and you frequently see bluebirds along the way, it may be possible to create a new nest
box trail if permission were granted by the property owner. If you know of such a trail and/or if you are interested
in becoming a nest box monitor, contact Kate Brennan at 530-268-1682.
For information on the statewide bluebird program, the CA Bluebird Recovery Program, go to www.cbrp.org. You
will be able to see how the Bluebird Trails Program for our two counties compare to other CA counties.
If you have nest boxes on your property, now is the time to clean those out and make any necessary repairs. The
male bluebirds will begin checking out potential nesting sites sometime in January. In addition, those boxes may
be very valuable right now as roosting sites for the birds during stormy winter weather. And please remember
that you can participate as a part of this citizen scientist project by reporting the activity in your nest boxes at the
end of the season to Kate.

WEBL Eggs

Photo by Patricia Clark
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WEBL Male

Photo by Patricia Clark
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Nevada County Conservation Report...Continued from page 3

eventually up to 40 percent less. The shrinking sea will
also expose up to 64,000 acres of the lakebed and result
in massive dust storms that could create the worst air
pollution crisis in North America. Tens of thousands of
acres of habitat will disappear.
The State of California hasn’t fulfilled its promise to pay
for habitat restoration and dust mitigation in advance of
the 2018 deadline. But in the last year, the state named
an assistant secretary for Salton Sea policy to build stakeholder support for a new management plan for the sea.
Gov. Jerry Brown included $80 million in his budget for
Salton Sea restoration.
Audubon California and a number of other conservation groups believe that now is a rare opportunity.
“There’s just no way that you can talk about doing
flyway-level bird conservation in California and not
throw your weight into finding a solution at the Salton
Sea,” said Audubon California Executive Director Brigid
McCormack. “The challenges are daunting, but there
hasn’t been a better time to make real progress than
right now.”

Conservation Science to provide the state with detailed
habitat maps for a future sea that mitigates dust and
provides a matrix of bird habitats to support at-risk
populations. Audubon will also develop a monitoring
program and organize local volunteer scientists and
Audubon chapters to collect systematic data to better
understand the current bird populations and monitor
future trends.
“Ultimately, the state of California is going to need to
make a substantial, sustained investment in restoring
the Salton Sea,” McCormack said. “Our engagement
now will help ensure this is done right—that critical
bird habitat is protected, and the toxic dust no longer
threatens local communities.”

Audubon California is fully participating in the state
process, offering testimony before the State Water
Resources Control Board and the many subcommittees
created as part of the management planning process.
Audubon California is also working with Point Blue

Welcome New Members
By Kate Brennan

Auburn: Janie Johansen, Florence Vetterlein, Susan Cirillo, Sandra Dennison, Earlene Andrews, Heike
Krautschick, Linda Winget, Janice Johnson
Grass Valley: Joyce Miller, Ruth Zachary, Paula Elliott, Barbara Troy, Rebecca Slade, Joanne Marrow
Lincoln: Oma Ford, Richard Paul, Diane Margetts, James Bell, Valerie West, Chase Rose, Carol Strahle
Meadow Vista: David Edwards, Gregory & Christa Romanowski
Nevada City: Andrea Gunderson, Diane Dyer
Roseville: Teresa Foley McCray
Penn Valley: Kathleen Jensen
Rocklin: Clifford Todd, Kent Zenobia, Allison Angstadt
Truckee: Elizabeth
www.sierrafoothillsaudubon.org
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The mission of the Sierra Foothills Audubon Society is to educate ourselves and others to the variety and the beauty of our natural environment and to protect our wildlife and natural places

