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Join Sarah Hockensmith of the Tahoe Institute for Natural Science (TINS) as 
she introduces us to the diverse landscapes of the Tahoe region from lake 
level to the tops of the mountains. The presentation will cover how different 
flower, tree, bird, and mammal species adapt as they go up in elevation and 
what unique creatures you can find around specific elevations in the area.  

Sarah Hockensmith leads a very active lifestyle, but will always find 
time to slow down to watch the birds and listen to them sing. After 
working for the US Forest Service, US Fish and Wildlife Service, and 
various governmental agencies in the natural sciences, Sarah decided 
to settle down her migration and is a full time naturalist for the 
Tahoe Institute for Natural Science. With a smile on her face and her 
binoculars in hand, she leads folks on wildflower and bird outings as 
well as assists in mist net research of local songbirds in the Tahoe 
region.

The Tahoe Institute for 
Natural Science (TINS) 
is a member-supported 
nonprofit organization 
seeking to advance 
the natural history, 
conservation, and 
ecosystem knowledge of 
the Tahoe region through 
science, education, 
and outreach. Through 
applied field research, 
(mist netting and bird 
surveys) TINS works 
collaboratively to help 
public and private land 
managers answer the 
questions that inform 
management decisions.                                                             
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President’s Corner
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They flocked in, most in bright colors, 
some with flapping wings. A few sported 
crowns or whiskers. They came in all 
sizes and shapes. The aural landscape 
was joyous and boisterous as they flitted 
from perch to perch. Dozens landed right 
in front of us and set to picking over the 
offerings laid out in front of them and 
then focused intently on the task at hand, 
oblivious to our presence. A description 
of a warbler fallout at High Island, Texas 
during spring migration? No, it was 
summer in Nevada County in Pioneer 
Park, where the annual Children’s 
Festival was being held. Our little birds 
were the children flocking to the Sierra 
Foothills Audubon Society (SFAS) table to 
paint wooden pencil holders shaped like 
Western Sandpipers made by Education 
Committee chairman, Jim Groeser.

This is just one of the functions performed 
by Jim and his merry band of committee 
members and volunteers – Dan Stewart, 
Patti DeLuca, Rita Birdsong, Kate 
Brennan, Sue Graf, and Judy Netherwood 
(pardon me if I missed someone). They 
do presentations in schools about birds, 
bird conservation, and bird drawing 
using the extensive SFAS collection of 
bird mounts (these may be seen at the 
Resource Conservation District office 
at 113 Presley Lane in Grass Valley, in 
display cases made by Jim). They take 
students on bird walks, including trips 
to Gray Lodge and Yolo Bypass with local 
charter schools. They set up information 
tables at events, such as Earth Day and 
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A common bird of Lake Tahoe - 
Mountain Bluebird



Bridgeport Days (volunteers are needed 
and welcome for tabling these events 
– hint, hint). Jim has made numerous 
displays and signs, drawing on a lifelong 
interest in art (he says he was a half-way 
art major in college – hmmm, I wonder 
what the other half was.). You may have 
seen some of his bird displays at the 
Madelyn Helling Library in Nevada City 
in past years.

When I first became active in SFAS, 
the education committee was headed 
by retired teacher, Jim Olsen, who 
had developed a thriving classroom 
presentation program. When he 
stepped down from that position, 
Jim Groeser, who had been helping 
with the program, was tapped to take 
over. While Jim had not been a school 
teacher, he had taught classes (and 
drawn cartoons) for the Santa Clara Fire 
Department, where he worked for 28 
years before retiring to Nevada County 
in 1995. His interest in art was a natural 
fit with the classroom presentations. 
One of his favorite programs is to teach 
kids how to draw birds, while sneaking 
in information about birds, bird 
conservation, and Audubon. He enjoys 
seeing the pupils drawing birds like he 
has taught them. 

Jim also likes to make things in his shop. 
Many of the bluebird boxes found 
around our area were built by him. He 
produces hundreds (thousands?) of 
little wooden birds and other items for 

use at events where children may be 
attending. He helped create the new 
interpretive kiosk at Traylor Ranch as 
well.

Interesting factoid: Jim grew up in 
northern Illinois within 10 miles of 
where Jim and Joanne Olsen taught 
school and where Don Rivenes, our 
Conservation Committee chair and 
treasurer, also had lived. His love 
of birds was developed through his 
mother, who had bird feeders and 
bird houses at their house. Jim came 
to California during his military service 
and decided to stay. After retirement he 
moved to Penn Valley because it is a nice 
area and is near to his son, who lives 
in Yuba City. He almost immediately 
joined SFAS, as he had always wanted 
to be a part of Audubon. He loves the 
Marysville rice fields, which he says he 
can scope from his house 16 miles away 
on a clear day (the birds are BIG down 
there – swans, geese, ibis). One of the 
highlights of his birding experience was 
attending a meeting of the Western 
Field Ornithologists organization at Fort 
Huachuca, Arizona. It was eye-opening 
to listen to the talks by professional 
ornithologists and to meet all the 
birding big-wigs (though it was probably 
too hot down there for too big a wig). 
More recently Jim has been enjoying 
the Turkey Vulture migration, much of 
which passes right over his house on its 
way to Deren Ross’s observation point.

Jim’s wish for SFAS’s future is that it will 
continue. He, like many of us on the 
board, is concerned about the aging 
out of the club’s leadership. Another 
concern is the lack of science and art in 
schools now-a-days. It is becoming more 
difficult to find teachers who are willing 
to have SFAS give presentations, as they 
are so concerned about teaching to one 
standard or another mandated by the 
latest legislation. If you are a teacher 
or a parent of a grade school child, 
we would love to teach your children 
about birds. Contact Jim at redtailh@
gmail.com. Finally, Jim, like many of us, 

is saddened by the direction of world, 
and especially U.S. politics in putting 
aside the environment for short-term 
expediency and monetary gain.

We are so lucky to have Jim on our 
board. I am certainly glad to know him. 
When you next see him at a meeting 
or field trip, thank him for all he does 
to help SFAS live up to our mission 
statement to educate ourselves and 
others about birds.
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Painted birds drying at 2013 Children’s 
Festival (and Jim’s wife, Lorraine)

Alta: Alice McDonald

Auburn: Sarah Woolston, Sean Avera, 
Sarah Tomich, Everett Butts, Lisa 
Balmain, Michael Brenner

Carnelian Bay: Travis McGuire Granite

Bay: Alice McBride Schilla

Grass Valley: Shirley Freriks, Nancy 
Bascom,  Janet Goodban, Mary Todd, 
Philip Hines, Deborah Abbadie, Alyce 
Hammond, Mr. L. Wikander, Ann & Paul 
Schwartz 

Homewood: John Wilson

Lincoln: Linda Maxwell, Martha 
Hanley, Bruce Riley, John Creed

Loomis: Shirley Koch

Nevada City: Joseph Lambert, 
M.D., Paul Doty, Jan Hayward, 
Karen Kerouac, Heather Barnes, 
Beverly Riddle, William Davis, Linda 
Stanchfield, Kerstin Ronsiek, Wendy 
Cossentine, David Rawcliffe 

Penn Valley:  Caroline Burtt, Sharon 
Ward, Richard Martin, Diem Flood 

Rocklin: Geoffrey McLennan, Lynn 
Anderson, Larry Baker

Truckee: Elizabeth Doerner, Evelyn 
Manetta

Yuba City: Carole Akin, Sandra 
Cheever, Raymond Hasey 

Welcome
New Members



SFAS Officers, Board
and Committee Chairs

The Phoebe is published five times per year on or about the first 
of January, March, May, September and November. Newsletter 
submissions are due by the 10th
of each month preceding
newsletter publication.

Officers:
Rudy Darling, President
rdarling@sbbmail.com

(530) 272-6504
William Hall, Vice President
yardcard@usamedia.tv

Judy Netherwood, Secretary
walksfar7@@gmail.com
Don Rivenes, Treasurer
rivenes@sbcglobal.net

(530) 477-7502

Elected At Large Board Members
(n) = Remaining Term: 

Patti DeLuca (1)                                                                                  
drpatti27@gmail.com

Jim Groeser (1) 
redtailh@gmail.com
Heath Wakelee (1)

hwakelee@gmail.com
Dale Rubach (2)

rugby7676-birds@yahoo.com
Jane Hall (2) 

yardcard@usamedia.tv
Dan Stewart (1) Ex-officio 

dcstew@hotmail.com

Nominating Committee Chair:
Appointed each year

Standing Committee Chairs:
Don Rivenes, Conservation Chair (Nevada City)   

rivenes@sbcglobal.net
(530) 477-7502

Jim Groeser, Education Chair (Nevada City)   
redtailh@gmail.com

Patti DeLuca, Membership Chair
walksfar7@gmail.com

Dale Rubach, Field Trip Chair
rugby7676-birds@yahoo.com

William Hall, Program Chair  
yardcard@usamedia.tv

Special Committee Chairs:
William Hall, Scientific Grant Chair

yardcard@usamedia.tv
Heath Wakelee, Scholarship  Chair

hwakelee@gmail.com
Jane Hall, Publicity/Hospitality 

yardcard@usamedia.tv

Other Positions:
Kate Brennan, Database Manager

woodswoman55@goskywest.com
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This is an excerpt of an important article on research conducted by Point Blue 
on post-fire management and impacts on bird species. Bird names are shown 
as they appeared in the article. You can google the title below to read the full 
report.

Avian Monitoring in the Freds and Power Fire Areas 

Fogg, A.M, Z.L. Steel and R.D. Burnett. 2017 Point Blue Conservation Science, 
Petaluma, CA. 

The 7,900-acre Freds Fire and the 17,200-acre Power Fire both burned in 
2004 on the Eldorado National Forest. Avian use by three different bird guilds 
was monitored within the post-fire landscapes from 2014 through 2016. 
The study found that species abundance was similar between burn severity 
classes. However, the avian community using each burn severity class was 
different, and some species were associated with edges between burn 
severity classes. In fact, the results indicate that edges may actually provide 
distinct habitat from patch interiors.

Not surprisingly, forest dwelling species, which included Western wood 
pewee and olive-sided flycatcher, were associated with higher densities of 
large living trees.

Early seral species, such as lazuli bunting and green-tailed towhee, became 
less abundant with increasing living tree density, and were highly associated 
with shrubs and young conifers. Snag-associated species like black-backed 
woodpecker and mountain bluebirds were more common in forests that had 
higher densities of snags and less live tree density. 

Perhaps most interesting, the study found that except for species associated 
with mature dense forests (for example, pileated woodpecker), 40-60% shrub 
cover benefited all of the avian communities evaluated, with species richness 
and abundance associated with increasing shrub cover. Therefore, it makes 
sense that herbicide treatments designed to control shrub cover negatively 
affected avian species abundance and richness.

Based on the results, the authors developed a list of post-fire management 
recommendations designed to support a diverse abundance of bird species in 
post-fire landscapes, including general recommendations for managing post-
fire areas and recommendations specific to snags, early seral forests habitat, 
and shaping future forests. Some of these recommendations:

• Whenever possible restrict activities that depredate breeding bird nests 
and young to the non-breeding season (August–April). 
• Consider post-fire habitat as an important component of the Sierra Nevada 
ecosystem because it maintains biological diversity. 
• Consider the area of a fire that burned at high severity, as opposed to the 
area of the entire fire, when determining what percentage of the fire area to 
salvage log.
• Retain high severity patches in areas where pre-fire snags are abundant as 
these are the trees most readily used in the first three years after a fire by 
cavity nesting birds. 

Continued on page  7

Nevada County Conservation Report
q Don Rivenes, Conservation Chair Nevada County
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Field Journal
Bird Walk for Beginners - Traylor Ranch, Penryn
Saturday, November 4, 2017
8:00-10:00AM
Leader: Rudy Darling 
530-272-6504   rdarling@sbbmail.com 

Meet at 8:00 AM in the parking lot off Humphrey 
Rd. at the south- east corner of Traylor Ranch 
Nature Reserve and Bird Sanctuary in Penryn. 
Note: the address for the Reserve is 5050 English 
Colony Road in Penryn. This trip is intended for 
beginners, but experienced birders are welcome 
and add to the experience for all. Traylor Ranch 
affords an opportunity to see the resident 
species of the lower foothills and valley floor, 
usually twenty or more different species. We'll 
spend about two hours and walk a little more 
than a mile. Come on out, bring your binoculars 
and help us find some birds. The more eyes and 
ears, the more birds we'll see. Here's the Placer 
Co. web site for Traylor Ranch http://www.
placer.ca.gov/departments/facility/parks/parks-
content/parks/traylor-ranch-nature-reserve

City of Lincoln Wastewater Treatment Facility
Wednesday, November 15, 2017
9:30 to 11:30AM
Leader: Heath Wakelee 
916-870-5253   hwakelee@gmail.com 

Meet at the City of Lincoln Wastewater 
Treatment Facility, 1245 Fiddyment Road, 
Lincoln, CA 95648 Phone: (916) 434-2450. We 
will meet in their parking lot just inside the gate. 
Each car has to sign in and out at the facility. 
This will be primarily a car birding trip so those 
with access and functional needs are welcome 
to attend. We should see a full compliment of 
our winter water birds such as: Northern Pintail, 
Northern Shoveler, Ruddy Duck, Ring- necked 
Duck, Canvasback, Mallard, American Coot, 
Pied-billed Grebe, Great-blue Heron, Great 
Egret, Snowy Egret, and even a Bald Eagle is 
possible.

Bird Walk For Beginners In Grass Valley
Sunday, November 19, 2017
8:00 -10:00 AM
Leader: Dan Stewart 
530-265-4677   dcstew@outlook.com 

This walk is designed for beginners, but more 
skilled birders are helpful and welcome. We'll 
talk about binoculars, how and where to find 
birds, what to look for when you find one. We 

meet at 8:00AM in the parking lot of the Briar 
Patch Market on Sierra College Drive in Grass 
Valley. We walk for a little less than two miles 
and it usually takes about two hours. Fifteen to 
twenty different species are almost guaranteed, 
especially with enough sharp eyes and ears. It's 
a nice walk up over the hill at Sierra College and 
back to the Briar Patch. Come on out and help 
us find and identify some birds.

Bird Walk for Beginners - Traylor Ranch, Penryn
Sunday, November 19, 2017
8:00-10:00AM
Leader: Heath Wakelee 
916-870-5253 hwakelee@gmail.com 

Meet at 8:00 AM in the parking lot off Humphrey 
Rd. at the south- east corner of Traylor Ranch 
Nature Reserve and Bird Sanctuary in Penryn. 
Note: the address for the Reserve is 5050 English 
Colony Road in Penryn. See November 4, 2017 
listing for trip description.

Colusa National Wildlife Refuge and Sutter 
Buttes
Saturday, November 25, 2017
8:30 AM - 5:00 PM
Leader: Ted Beedy 
530-274-7232    tbeedy@comcast.net   

We always schedule this trip in late November/
early December to maximize our chances of 
seeing large concentrations of waterfowl and 
other  water  birds  wintering  in  the  Central  
Valley.  Colusa  NWR  is among the best places 
to view this great, annual spectacle. We should 
see more than 100,000 geese and ducks, and 
on past trips we have identified more than 80 
species of birds. We will also drive around the 
Sutter Buttes to look for raptors, songbirds, 
Sandhill Cranes, and we’ll go from there to 
District 10 north of Marysville to see thousands 
of Tundra Swans, White-faced Ibis, and myriad 
other waterfowl as the sun sets over the Buttes. 
Bring a lunch & something to drink, and wear 
warm clothes and bring a raincoat if the weather 
is wet and cold—the trip is on, rain or shine. 
Meet at the Flour Garden next to Safeway in 
downtown Grass Valley (not at Brunswick!) at 
8:30 am, and we’ll carpool from there. We’ll get 
back to Grass Valley at about 5 pm, estimated 
driving time is 1.5 hours each way. Please pre-
register at least a week before.
 

Bird Walk at South Yuba River State Park at
Bridgeport
Saturday, December 9, 2017
8:00—10:00 AM
Leaders: Bob Slyker 
530-205-9011   bgsly@aol.com 
& Carol and Bruce Malnor 
530-432-2724   cmalnor@comcast.net 

Meet at Bridgeport’s north parking lot (just over 
the highway bridge) on Pleasant Valley Rd. Easy 
walking on a wooded trail and along the river. 
We will see species common to an oak wood-
land/riparian ecosystem, such as Oak Titmouse, 
Black Phoebe, Cedar Waxwing, Hermit Thrush, 
White-crowned Sparrow, Acorn Woodpeckers, 
and possibly an American Dipper.

Marysville Rice Fields Birding
Thursday, December 14, 2017
9:00-11:00 AM
Leaders: Jim Groeser 
530-432-6596   redtailh@gmail.com 
& Allen Bertke  bertke@pacbell.net

Meet to carpool at the Pleasant Valley Rd. and 
Rte. 20 Park and Ride at leisurely 9 am---till 
11 am, or longer. This is the prime time for the 
large winter migrants to be viewed and heard in 
the District 10 rice fields, near Marysville. We 
will go rain or shine.....all conditions seem to be 
interesting. Each car will have a CB radio. Bring 
a snack and plenty to drink. No hiking, just 
viewing from the road. Tundra Swans, Snow 
Geese, White-fronted Geese, Ibis, Red-tailed 
Hawks and more. Call or e-mail Jim to reserve 
a spot. If weather looks questionable please call 
the evening before for an update. 

Audubon Society Christmas Bird Counts (CBC)

Friday, December 15, 2017 to Wednesday, 
January 3, 2018. There are five CBC’s occurring 
within the Sierra Foothills Audubon sphere of 
influence. Contact the following people for dates 
(if not listed) and information.

Auburn CBC: 
Saturday, December 16, 2017
Deren Ross - derenross@sbcglobal.net

Grass Valley CBC: 
Saturday, December 30, 2017
Rudy Darling - rdarling@sbbmail.com



Lincoln CBC: 
Thursday, December 28, 2017
Ed Pandolfino - ERPfromCA@aol.com

Marysville CBC: 
Tim Manolis - ylightfoot@aol.com

Peace Valley CBC: 
Pete Sands - sandsmp@comcast.net or
Bruce Deuel - bdeuel@wildblue.net

Bird Walk For Beginners In Grass Valley
Sunday, December 17, 2017
8:00 -10:00 AM
Leader: Dan Stewart 
530-265-4677   dcstew@outlook.com

Meet in the Briar Patch parking lot at 8:00AM. 
See November 19, 2017 listing for trip 
description.
 
Bird Walk for Beginners - Traylor Ranch, Penryn
Saturday, January 6, 2018
8:00-10:00AM
Leader: Bill Covington 
916-645-0727

Meet at 8:00 AM in the parking lot off Humphrey 
Rd. at the south- east corner of Traylor Ranch 
Nature Reserve and Bird Sanctuary in Penryn. 
Note: the address for the Reserve is 5050 English 
Colony Road in Penryn. See November 4, 2017 
listing for trip description.

Sierra Valley
Thursday, January 11, 2018
7:00 AM to ?
Leader: Dale Rubach 
530-272-3698 
rugby7676-birds@yahoo.com

Sierra Valley is a unique and exciting area. It is 
located on the east slope of the Sierra Nevada 
mountains encircled by the towns of Sierraville, 
Loyalton and Portola. In winter it is the home 
to many raptors including: Red-tailed Hawk, 
Ferruginous Hawk, Rough-legged Hawk, 
Prairie Falcon, and both species of Eagles. It 
is also home for many passerine species like; 

White-headed Woodpecker, Townsend’s 
Solitaire, Pygmy Nuthatch and Mountain 
Chickadee. We will carpool from the Nevada 
County Government Center (Rood Center) 
at 950 Maidu Ave, Nevada City. A four wheel 
drive vehicle is recommended for this trip. We 
will bird mainly from cars with one or two short 
walks on level ground. Inclement weather will 
cancel. Call or e-mail to reserve a spot. If weather 
looks questionable please call the evening before 
for an update. Bring drink, food and warm 
clothes. This is an all day trip.
 
Bird Walk at South Yuba River State Park at
Bridgeport
Saturday, January 13, 2018
8:00—10:00 AM
Leaders: Bob Slyker 
530-205-9011   bgsly@aol.com 
& Carol and Bruce Malnor
530-432-2724   cmalnor@comcast.net 

Meet at Bridgeport’s north parking lot (just 
across the highway bridge) on Pleasant Valley 
Road. Easy walking on a wooded trail and along 
Kentucky Creek and the Yuba River. Dress 
warmly. We will see species common to an oak 
woodland/riparian habitat, such as California 
Quail, Lark Sparrow, Black Phoebe, Bewick’s 
Wren, and Acorn Woodpecker. There’s a 
possibility of seeing Bald Eagle and American 
Dipper.

Sutter National Wildlife Refuge and Roads 
around Colusa
Thursday, January 18, 2018
8:00-?
Leader: Dale Rubach 
530-272-3698 
rugby7676-birds@yahoo.com

Meet at the park and ride at Pleasant Valley 
Road and Hwy 20 at 8:00 AM to carpool. For 
those people down the hill call me to arrange a 
meeting place. Sutter NWR is just outside Yuba 
City and is often overlooked by birders but can 
offer large numbers of geese and waterfowl 
with easy viewing. We will also visit wetlands 

around Colusa. Expect to see waterfowl, 
raptors, shorebirds and songbirds. This trip 
is birding mostly by car. Bring food, drink, 
insect repellent, and dress for the weather. Call 
or e-mail to reserve a spot. Trip will go rain or 
shine with exceptions for major storms. Call me 
the night before if weather is questionable. This 
is an all day trip.
 
Bird Walk For Beginners In Grass Valley
Sunday, January 21,2018
8:00 -10:00 AM
Leader: Dan Stewart 
530-265-4677 
dcstew@outlook.com

Meet in the Briar Patch parking lot at 8:00AM. 
See November 19, 2017 listing for trip 
description.

Ilano Seco Wildlife Management Area
Saturday, January 27, 2018
8:00 AM -12:30 PM
Leader: Jim Groeser 
530-432-6596

Meet for carpooling at Pleasant Valley Rd.\ Rte 
20 Park and Ride (Lake Wildwood turn off). 
Mostly viewing from observation platform next 
to parking area at Ilano Seco. Also optional 
1\2 mile trail between huge ponds. Expect the 
winter swans, geese, ducks and shore birds, etc., 
plus possible cranes enroute. Site is 12 miles 
SW of Chico. Back about 12:30 PM. Call to 
reserve a spot and the night before if weather is 
questionable.

For field trip updates, changes or cancellations check http://sierrafoothillsaudubon.org/  
Our field trips are free.

Carpooling drivers appreciate participants offering to share fuel costs.
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Announcement
q By Dale Rubach

 

Central Valley Birding Symposium 2017

Registration is now open for the 21st annual Central Valley Birding Symposium Nov. 16-19, 2017, 
hosted by the Central Valley Bird Club at the Stockton Hilton Hotel in Stockton, CA. The Great 
Central Valley, in the heart of California and the Pacific Flyway, is uniquely situated for excellent 
birding. Please join us as the CVBS again celebrates the best of birding in the Central Valley! Come 
meet the board and staff members! Reconnect with old friends and meet new ones!

The CVBS kicks off with a scrumptious hors d’oeuvres buffet & no host bar on Thursday night, fol-
lowed by one of our favorite keynotes, outstanding photographer and presenter, Ed Harper, with 
his program on “Wings over the Central Valley”.

Friday night’s keynote program “Bank Swallow Colonies on the Upper Sacramento River” will be 
presented by Dawn Garcia, a member of the Bank Swallow Technical Advisory Committee. Dawn 
will give us the scoop on the “little dirt bird” and the dynamic river processes it needs.

Saturday night’s keynote program, “Birding Without Borders: An Epic World Big Year” will be pre-
sented by Noah Strycker. This humorous and inspiring presentation about Strycker’s epic World 
Big Year, in which he set a world record by seeing 6,042 birds in one calendar year, will give you a 
real appreciation for the birds and birders of the world. His newest book, Birding Without Borders, 
about his around-the-world Big Year, is due out in fall 2017.

Informative and entertaining workshops include: “Wintering Burrowing Owls in California” with 
Lynne Trulio, “The Surprising Benefits of Beetles and Fire-Wildlife Nurseries” with Christy Sherr, 
“Neotropical Migrants” with Joe Morlan, “Winter Waterfowl in the Central Valley” by Jon Dunn, 
and an update on Central Valley bird conservation and research programs. Build your skills at 
workshops: Image Editing (Bob Steele), Bird Sketching (Keith Hansen), Beginning Birding (Sal 
Salerno) and Carving (Jim Burcio).

Field trips, offered Friday, Saturday and Sunday, always turn up exciting birds. Add in the entertain-
ing and educational Bird ID Panel, the wonderful selection of optics, art and gifts at the Birder’s 
Market plus the camaraderie of hundreds of like-minded folks, and you know you’ll have a good 
time! There’s something for everyone interested in birds. Come and join us to bird, learn, and just 
have fun!

To look over the schedule of events and register, go to: www.cvbirds.org/events/symposium/info/
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• Retain snags in salvaged areas in far greater densities than green 
forest standards and retain snags in dense clumps. 
• Maximize the use of prescribed fire to create and maintain chaparral 
habitat and consider a natural fire return interval of 20 years as the 
targeted re-entry rotation for creating disturbance in these habitat 
types. 

Finally, the authors recommended that the Power Fire and Freds 
Fire landscapes be managed as early seral reserves where frequent 
managed wildfire and prescribed fire would be used as the primary 
management tool to maintain fire resilience.

Unfortunately, the draft decision for the Power Fire Restoration Project 
does not set aside the area as a reserve or recommend using fire as 
the primary management tool to provide fire resilience. Instead, the 
project includes using millions of dollars of herbicide to control shrubs 
followed by replanting high densities of conifer seedlings.

Nevada County Conservation Report...Continued from page 3

Become a
SFAS
Member

Two levels of membership are available: SFAS Chap-
ter Membership is $20 annually and includes a sub-
scription to The Phoebe newsletter and an invitation 
to the many chapter activities. Send a check payable 
to Sierra Foothills Audubon Society, P.O. Box 1937, 
Grass Valley, CA 95945.

An introductory membership to the National Audu-
bon Society is $20 and includes SFAS Chapter Mem-
bership, subscriptions to the bi-monthly NAS Audu-
bon Magazine and Phoebe newsletter from SFAS. 
Send a check payable to NAS Membership Depart-
ment, P.O. Box 422250, Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250. 
Please write C1ZC460Z in the memo section of your 
check. For more information contact Dan Stewart at 
(530) 265-4677. 

Sierra Foothills Audubon Society welomes gifts 
and bequests for specific conservation projects or 
the general operation of SFAS. They can also be 
memorial gifts to honor a friend or relative. All 
gifts will be recognized in The Phoebe as well as 
personally on behalf of SFAS.
Mail gifts to:
Sierra Foothills Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1937
Grass Valley, CA 95945

All gifts are tax deductible

Donation to SFAS

SFAS Calendar

2017 Board Meetings - 7:00 p.m.  
2017 Membership Meetings - 7:00 p.m.

A general meeting will be held the 
first Thursday of every second month: 
December 7, 2017, February 1, 2018, April 
5, 2018, June 7, 2018, October 1, 2018 and 
December 6, 2018

For meeting updates please visit
www.sierrafoothillsaudubon.org

Seasonal Happenings on Our Bluebird Trails
q By Kate Brennan

What a strange breeding season we had this year.  The birds seemed 
to arrive later than usual in Nevada County, but so did their food 
source, the insects; so it all worked out okay for feeding the new crop 
of baby birds.  But the weather … it was cold late and then hot, hot, 
hot.  These conditions seemed to have had a negative impact on our 
fledgling numbers for this year.  The total count for fledgling Western 
Bluebirds (WEBL) in Nevada County was 261; for Placer County 147.  
The total fledglings for all species reported was 371 in Nevada County 
and 263 for Placer County, and included Oak Titmouse, Tree Swallow, 
House Wren, and Ash-throated Flycatcher.  I did see an interesting 
trend in our Traylor Ranch report; all 2nd nesting attempts in boxes 
already used once (ten 2nd nests in all) resulted in 36 eggs being laid, 
but zero hatchlings.  Not a single egg resulted in a chick.  Was it the 
heat??  We can’t know for sure.

We have a very dedicated team of nest box monitors.  This year was 
especially trying for all of us because of the loss of eggs and hatch-
lings, due to predation and possibly the weather.  It definitely takes an 
emotional toll when we arrive at a box knowing we had eggs or babies 
last week, we’re really looking forward to seeing their progress, and 
then we discover the eggs or hatchlings are gone or destroyed.  So I 
give a huge THANK YOU to all of our nest box monitors for hanging in 
there this season:  Placer Co. – Bill Covington, Charlene Messner, and 
Steve Davis; Nevada Co. – Trisha King, LaVerne Leach, Theresa Thom-
as, Chuck Carroll, Tom Beattie, Rita Birdsong, and Willie Hall.   The 
award for the best nest box activity goes to Willie Hall’s Oak Titmouse 
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nest at Northstar House with 9 eggs laid and 6 fledglings!

And one of our newest nest box monitors, Chuck Carroll, 
probably had the most disappointing season I have ever 
seen.  After hiking the Black Swan Preserve trail, a Bear 
Yuba Land Trust property, and after seeing several flocks 
of Western Bluebirds, Chuck built 8 boxes and installed 
them along the existing hiking trail.  I had great confi-
dence that the area would be a wonderful location for 
the bluebirds to nest, and told Chuck, “If you build it, they 
will come.”  Well, they didn’t come.  Only two of the nest 
boxes were used and it was by Ash-throated Flycatchers.  
My theory is that there must have been sufficient nesting 
opportunities in natural cavities in trees and the WEBLs 
just didn’t need our manmade boxes.  I hope Chuck sticks 
with us and tries again next year for a more successful 
season.  

If you want to know more about providing nest box-
es for our local cavity nesting birds or if you are in-
terested in learning how to monitor our bluebird 
nest boxes, please contact me at 530-268-1682 or  
woodswoman55@goskywest.com. 

Seasonal Happenings...Continued from page 7

WEBL male – Nancy Bascom

WEBL new babies – Patricia Clark


