
Will Richardson has been conducting
research for 2 years on Swainson’s Thrush in
the Tahoe region.  This species, once often
seen and heard in the Sierra, has become
increasingly rare. Despite the rarity of this
species, Will has had  capture and
deployment success over the previous two
seasons, putting tracking units on a total of
50 birds between Tahoe and Plumas sites
(thanks in part to generous donations from
SFAS). He is going to be reporting to us on
this project.

In 2015 a Big Year was declared in the
Tahoe basin and volunteers from throughout
the region contributed to counting all species seen in the area. We will hear about
this year long event also.

Will is the Co-Executive Director of The Tahoe Institute for Natural Science (TINS). 
TINS is a member-supported nonprofit organization seeking to advance the natural 
history, conservation, and ecosystem knowledge of the Tahoe region through
science, education, and outreach. We have a long-term goal of bringing a world-class 
interpretive nature center and educational facility to the Tahoe area. In the meantime, 
we engage in a diversity of research, education, and outreach programs to promote 
greater appreciation, understanding, and stewardship of the natural resources of the 
Tahoe region.  Through applied field research, TINS works collaboratively to help 
public and private land managers answer the questions that inform management
decisions. Through outreach and citizen science, we engage the public directly, and 
allow them access to a deeper natural history experience and a greater comprehension 
of the region's natural resources.
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When I was young, I had a neighbor 
about my father’s age, Norman, who 
was from Maine. Every year he would 
go up north to his home town and come 
back with a deer, which he hung up in 
a tree in his backyard in order to drain 
the blood. As a young lad, I thought that 
was pretty cool. Hunting! He always got 
his deer, even if the others didn’t. Some 
years later, I got a BB rifle for Christmas. 
Ostensibly it was for target practice only, 
but I could hardly wait until I could
stalk some game and shoot at it (without 
telling my parents, of course), not 
ealizing that I might actually hit it and 
take its life. Christmas afternoon I took 
aim at a chickadee, and to my surprise – 
and horror – I actually hit it. It dropped 
to the ground, lifeless. What had I done? 
What was the purpose? I was devastated 
for days (OK, I admit it, I’m a weepy 
liberal).

That was about the same time as I discov-
ered birding. It was soon obvious to me 
that one can get the same joys as hunting 
without anything dying (well, maybe a 
few mosquitoes). You get to stalk your 
prey. You get to know its habits and 
habitats. You use all your senses, espe-
cially seeing and hearing. You develop 
peripheral vision, increased sensitivity to 
sounds, an ability to anticipate the birds’ 
movements. Add a camera, and you up 
the ante several notches. Why would

Swainson’s Thrush and Other Birds of Lake Tahoe
by Will Richardson

Thursday, April 7, 2016 at 7:00 p.m.
Helling Library Community Room, Nevada City

SFAS GENERAL MEETING

Like hunting (and fishing), birding 
teaches patience, a rare skill in this 
digital age of instant gratification.

Swainson’s Thrush
Catharus ustulatus

anyone want to kill such beauty, such aliveness when it could be preserved and shared 
in a photographic image? I had independently discovered the fourth “Pleasure of 
Birding” as listed in the movie, “Birding – The Central Park Effect” – the joys of

continued on page 5
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2015 Christmas Bird Count
Area Results
AUBURN AREA CBC - Deren Ross, Compiler
With a mix of light rain and partly sunny skies, 74 birders, including 18 students 
from Lincoln High School, surveyed 171 square miles and recorded 127 species 
and 30,486 individual species. For specific details or reports go to the following 
website link, http://netapp.audubon.org/CBCObservation/CurrentYear/Results-
ByCount.aspx, and enter code CAAA.

Highlights included (1) Tundra Swan,  (2) Greater Yellowlegs, (1) Common Yel-
lowthroat, (1) Bell’s Sage Sparrow, (1) Lawrence’s Goldfinch, and best species: (5) 
Red Crossbills, and the (2) Greater Scaup.

Other birds of note were:  a low of 111 Yellow-billed Magpie (West Nile) and 
high counts of 137 Eurasian Collard-Dove, 10 Merlin, 3 Peregrine Falcon, 47 
Common Raven, 3758 American Robin, 157 Northern Mockingbird, and 77 
Great-tailed Grackles.

Congratulations to Jeri Langham and crew for finding the two Greater Scaup and 
Cliff Hawley and Co. for identifying the five Red Crossbills.  Also, to Canyon 
Williams, who inherited his father’s birding skills, and found four White-throat-
ed Sparrows.  In addition, Brian and Canyon tallied a possible record setting 101 
species in their area. 

My thanks to Heath Wakelee for taking on the role of Area 2 leader, and to all 
the Area Leaders and participants.

GRASS VALLEY CBC - Rudy Darling, Compiler
Wow, what a CBC for 2015! Our species total of 117 decimated the previous 
high of 113 species and brought our average per year up to 104 species. We also 
recorded record high numbers for a dozen species. What caused this, other than 
dumb luck? It was primarily the result of two differences from previous years: 
Brian Williams and family kayaked down the Yuba River portion of our count 
circle and Ted Beedy’s group had access to a large ranch that had only been 
counted one previous year. Both of these groups were in habitats that are havens 
for some of the rarer species and habitat specialists.

49 observers took part, counting
18,225 individual birds, our third
highest total since the count began in
1994, and well above our average of
15,270. The most numerous species
this year was American Robin, with
4,091 birds, followed by Canada
Goose with 2,157.

The species causing the greatest
sensation was a flock of 11 Red
Crossbills found by Wayne
Woodroof ’s group, only the second
time this species has been reported
on our CBC. Other items of note
included an Osprey spotted by the
kayak contingent (second record);
lower than usual numbers of Wild
Turkey, Pied-billed Grebe, and
Nuttall’s Woodpecker; our second
highest number of Cedar Waxwings,
continued on page 3

RECORD HIGH NUMBERS WERE
RECORDED FOR THE FOLLOWING SPECIES

American Wigeon: 259 vs the previous
high of 134 (2013)

Common Goldeneye: 81 vs 50 (1994)

Hooded Merganser: 118 vs 78 (2011)

Peregrine Falcon: 3 vs no more than one in 
any year (3 previous records)

Spotted Sandpiper: 6 vs 2 (3 years)

Band-tailed Pigeon: 1,321 vs 521 (2002)

Eurasian Collared-Dove: 58 vs 11
(2012 – this species first appeared in
the CBC in 2011)

Canyon Wren: 4 vs 3 (2000)

Western Bluebird; 623 vs 501 (2005)

Hermit Thrush: 80 vs 78 (2014)

Rufous-crowned Sparrow: 20 vs 14 (1998)

Fox Sparrow: 71 vs 57 (1998)



Christmas Bird Count... Continued from page 2

Song Sparrows, and American Robins; for the fourth time in the last seven years no American Goldfinches were reported
compared to a high of 154 in 1995 and a yearly average of 20. Full results can be seen on the CBC website later this year after
they are reviewed. My thanks to area leaders and all participants.

LINCOLN CBC - Ed Pandolfino, Compiler
Eighty-eight folks helped count birds for the 14th edition of the Lincoln Christmas Bird Count on a fine winter day with clear, 
cold conditions and very little wind. Our species total for the day was 141 with one additional ‘Count Week’ bird (Red-breasted 
Nuthatch) getting us to 142, well over our average of 136 and only the third time we have broken the 140 mark.

With some rain earlier in the season, we had more flooded rice than in the past few years and our waterbird totals reflected that. 
We set new highs for American Wigeon, Northern Shoveler, White-faced Ibis, and Black-necked Stilt. We even turned up multiple 
Eurasian Wigeons at two different locations. While we conservatively recorded three Eurasian Wigeons for our official tally, there 
may have been as many as four at the Lincoln Wastewater Treatment Plant, alone. Hooded Mergansers and Merlins have both 
shown steady increases throughout the Central Valley in recent decades and we recorded new highs for both. We were particularly 
pleased to find 5 Burrowing Owls (our previous high total was just 2), a species nearly extirpated from the county as of a few years 
ago. The good weather was probably responsible for our new high of 68 White-throated Swifts. The weather also probably encour-
aged folks to spend more time working the woodland areas and led to our setting new highs for Red-breasted Sapsucker, Downy

continued on page 5
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Nevada County Conservation Report
q Don Rivenes, Conservation Chair Nevada County Female birds may have

lost desire to sing due
to predationA trio of biologists has conducted a study of one 

kind of song bird and their results suggest that the 
females of the species may have lost the desire to sing 
out of fear it would lead predators to their nest. In 
their paper published in the journal Biology Let-
ters, Sonia Kleindorfer and Christine Evans, with 
Flinders University in Australia, and Katharina Mahr 
with the Konrad Lorenz Institute for Ethology in 
Austria, describe their study of superb fairy wrens in 
their native habitat and what they observed.

Much study has been conducted regarding male 
songbirds, the researchers note, but little research has 
been done to better understand singing in female 
birds. Traditionally, the thinking has been that males 
sing to attract the females, thus females have little 
to no reason to sing. But, as the group also note, a 
prior study by an international team of researchers 
back in 2013 showed that approximately 71 percent 
of female songbirds sing—they just don't do it in the 
same ways or for the same reasons.

In this new effort, the researchers sought to learn more 
about why female superb fairy wrens sing and when, 
and if it causes problems for them, such as attracting 
predators. They set up monitoring stations near 72 
nesting sites in the wilds of Australia, home to the birds, 
and recorded their activities over a two year period.

In studying the behavior of both the males and fe-
males, the researchers found that the females generally 
only sang in response to singing from their mate—the 
birds are monogamous. Males announced their pres-
ence when returning to the nest from foraging, the fe-
males replied with the same song, though it was muted. 

Superb Fairy Wren (Malurus cyaneus)

The back and forth sing-song between mated pairs was more promi-
nent, the researchers noted, during nest building. To find out if the 
female returning the call put her eggs or chicks at risk, the team set up 
some artificial nests with quail eggs in them and played female songs 
from them, varying the number of calls per hour. Predators ate the 
eggs 40 percent of the time when the song rate was set at 20 songs per 
hour, but only did so 20 percent of the time when it was set at 6 calls 
per hour, showing that such calling did indeed put the offspring at risk.

These findings, suggest that it might be possible that evolution, instead 
of selecting for male songbird singing,
has been selecting against female
singing. Female song is an ancestral
trait in songbirds, yet extant females
generally sing less than males. The
superb fairy-wren is a Southern
Hemisphere songbird; males and
females provision the brood and
produce solo song year-round. Both
sexes had higher song rate during the
fertile period and lower song rate
during incubation and chick feeding.
Females were more likely than males to
sing close to or inside the nest. For this
reason, female but not male song rate
predicted egg and nestling predation.
This study identifies a high fitness cost
of song when a parent bird attends
offspring inside a nest and explains
gender differences in singing when
there are gender differences in parental care.
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Field Journal For field trip updates, changes or cancellations visit
sierrafoothillsaudubon.com

Our field trips are free.
Carpooling drivers

appreciate participants
offering to share fuel costs.

Lake-of-the Pines Wastewater Ponds
Saturday, March 5, 2016   9:00 AM - Noon
Leader: Rudy Darling
530- 272-6504   rdarling@sbbmail.com
Meet @ CVS Pharmacy parking lot (corner of 
Hwy 49 & Combie Road). Park away from the 
store next to Combie Road. The Lake-of-the-
Pines wastewater ponds are perhaps the closest
thing western Nevada County has to offer in the 
way of a wetlands-based wildlife refuge. You 
never know what might show up there. We will 
be looking for winter visitors and residents, as
well as any usual species. Expect waterfowl, rap-
tors, rails, and more. A moderate hike on mostly 
level ground.

Bird Walk for Beginners - Traylor Ranch, Penryn
Saturday, March 5, 2016   8:00 AM
Trip leader: Allen Bertke
530-903-4440   berke@pacbell.net
Meet at 8:00 a.m.in the parking lot off Humphrey 
Rd. at the southeast corner of Traylor Ranch Na-
ture Reserve and Bird Sanctuary in Penryn. This 
trip is intended for beginners, but experienced
birders are welcome and add to the experience 
for all. Traylor Ranch affords an opportunity to 
see the resident species of the lower foothills 
and valley floor, usually twenty or more different
species. We’ll spend about two hours and walk 
a little more than a mile. Come on out, bring 
your binoculars and help us find some birds. The 
more eyes and ears, the more birds we’ll see.

Owl Prowl Along Hwy 20
Friday, March 11 & Saturday, March 12, 2016
6:00 PM – 10:30 PM
Leader: Rudy Darling
(530) 272-6504   rdarling@sbbmail.com.
Meet at Nevada County Government Center 
(Rood Center), 950 Maidu Ave. Pre-trip sign-up is 
required to keep group size manageable. Due to 
the popularity of this trip, it will be offered on
two nights – your choice. Five species of owl are 
possible on this trip: Great Horned Owl, Western 
Screech-Owl, Northern Saw-whet Owl, Spotted 
Owl and Northern Pygmy-Owl. Be forewarned 
that owling can be exciting, or it can be a bust. 
Owling is mostly listening, but we are some-
times treated to a sighting. While there are no 
guarantees, we usually manage to hear several 
species and often see one or two of them. DRESS 
WARMLY! Rain, snow, or excessive wind or fog 
will cancel the trip – call if in doubt. The trip is 
mostly driving and standing at “hot spots”. Quiet 
children are welcome; no dogs, please.

Bridgeport at South Yuba State Park
Saturday, March 12, 2016   8:00 AM
Leaders: Bob Slyker, Carol & Bruce Malnor
bgsly@aol.com   (530) 205-9011
cmalnor@comcast.net   (530) 432-2724
Meet at Bridgeport’s north parking lot (just past 
the Yuba River highway bridge). Wear warm 
clothing. Expect to see Wrentit, Nuttall’s Wood-
pecker, Spotted Towhee, Black Phoebe, Bald
Eagle, and White-crowned Sparrow.

Bird Walk For Beginners In Grass Valley
Sunday, March 20, 2016   8:00 -10:00 AM
Leader: Dan Stewart
530-265-4677   dcstew@outlook.com
Meet in the Briar Patch parking lot. A two mile 
walk through several habitats usually takes 
about two hours and gives us a chance to see 
most of the local, common, and resident
species. Sixteen or eighteen different species are 
usual for this walk and with enough sharp eyes 
and ears we have seen more than twenty-five 
species. Experienced birders are also welcome.

Birdwalk for Beginners at Western Gateway 
Park, Penn Valley
Saturday April 2, 2016   8:30 -10:30 AM
Leader: Allen Bertke
530-903-4440   bertke@pacbell.net
This is listed as a Beginner’s Bird Walk, but all 
levels of birders are welcome. The more experi-
enced eyes we have, the more birds we see. Join 
me for an easy 2 hour walk over flat terrain in
this very birdie park. Birds to expect are Scrub 
and Stellar’s Jays, Western Bluebird, Yellow-billed 
Magpie, Acorn, Hairy and Downy Woodpeck-
ers, Northern Flicker, and hopefully some 
early spring arrivals of Bullock’s Oriole, Western 
Kingbird, Olive-sided Flycatcher and Western 
Tanager. We will also be on the lookout
for raptors, including Red-tailed and Red-shoul-
dered Hawks, and American Kestrels. From Grass 
Valley, take HWY 20 west toward Marysville. In
about 5 miles, turn left at the light on Penn 
Valley Drive. Go right at the 1st stop sign to 
continue on Penn Valley Dr (the road turns
into Spenceville Dr. if you were to go straight). 
The entrance to the park will be about 1 mile on 
the right. Meet at 8:30 a.m. in the parking lot by 
the basketball courts.

Bridgeport at South Yuba State Park
Saturday, April 9, 2016   8:00 AM
Leaders: Bob Slyker, Carol & Bruce Malnor
bgsly@aol.com   (530) 205-9011
cmalnor@comcast.net   (530) 432-2724
Meet at Bridgeport’s north parking lot (just past 
the Yuba River highway bridge). Easy walking on 
trail and along the river. We may see Red-shoul-
dered Hawk, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Nuttall’s
Woodpecker, Black Phoebe, Band-tailed Pigeon, 
and many more. Call if weather is questionable.

Bird Walk For Beginners In Grass Valley
Sunday, April 17, 2016   8:00 -10:00 AM
Leader: Dan Stewart
530-265-4677   dcstew@outlook.com
Meet in the Briar Patch parking lot at 8:00 a.m. 
See March 20, 2016 listing for trip description. 

Birding by Ear #1 (Lower Elevations)
Saturday April 23,2016   7:00 – 11:00AM
Leader: Rudy Darling
530-272-6504   rdarling@sbbmail.com
Moderate walking on a grade, limited in-park 
driving. Meet at the Bridgeport north parking 
area (across the bridge) of the South Yuba River 
State Park. We will visit a couple of different
lower elevation habitats and work on the songs 
and calls of typical species, and possibly some 
rarer ones. Expect Yellow-breasted Chat, Blue-
gray Gnatcatcher, Phainopepla, Chipping Spar-
row, Bullock’s Oriole, Yellow Warbler, and more. 
Call if in doubt about weather cancellation.

Beginning Birding near Hidden Falls Regional 
Park (Placer county) on Placer Land Trust’s 
Taylor Ranch Preserve (not Traylor Ranch).
Sunday May 1,2016   8:00AM
Leaders: Sarah Roeske
roeske.sarah@gmail.com   916-281-4914
Kate Brennan   530-268-1682
This is a co-Placer Land Trust and Sierra Foothills 
Audubon Society event. We will meet at 8 a.m. at 
the property. Please sign up in advance through 
the Placer Land Trust web site- http://www.
placerlandtrust.org/calendar-2/ (Scroll down 
through “Coming events”), or contact Janet Voris
(janet.voris@placerlandtrust.org or 530-887-
9222). She will provide directions on how to find 
the preserve. We will saunter along the banks 
of Coon Creek and wend slowly through open 
blue oak grassland, looking and listening for 
yearround residents and migrating songbirds. 
We’ll practice basic birding identification skills 
and get to know the common residents of this 
beautiful riparian/open forest habitat, and hear 
(and maybe see) warblers and other migrants. 
Please bring binoculars if you have them. No 
more than a mile of walking; some uneven 
terrain. There are no facilities on the property. 
Enrollment limited to 20 people. Heavy rain will 
cancel event.

Bird Walk for Beginners - Traylor Ranch, Penryn
Saturday, May 7, 2016   8:00-10:00 AM
Trip leader: Allen Bertke
530-903-4440   berke@pacbell.net
Meet at 8:00 a.m. in the parking lot off Hum-
phrey Road at the southeast corner of Traylor 
Ranch Nature Reserve and Bird Sanctuary
in Penryn. See March 5, 2016 listing for trip 
description

Bird Classes in Nevada County
SFAS members, Ted Beedy and Rudy Darling, are continuing their series of birding classes this spring 
through Sierra College’s Kaleidoscope. Two have already happened. The remaining offerings include:
1) Whooo Goes There – Owls of the Sierra Nevada, March 8. This popular class is being offered once 
again. Learn what owls are out there, how they do what they do, and how to find them.
2) Demystifying Sparrows, April 19. If sparrows are just “LBB’s” (little brown birds) to you, this class is 
for you. Rudy will teach you tricks for telling these look-alikes apart, using Sierran species as examples.
3) Birds of Color, May 3. Ted will explore the natural history and field ID of our colorful returning 
migrants – warblers, grosbeaks, tanagers, and orioles – including habitats and songs.

To register, go to www.sccommed.org, or call (916) 781-6280 or (800) 242-4004.
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Similarly, like hunting, birding teaches 
observation skills. We begin to no-
tice the varying lifestyles of different 
species and families of birds. We learn 
what field marks to look for, what 
each species sounds like, what habitats 
they prefer, what time of day to look 
for them. Feeder watchers learn how 
species interact with and between each 
other, how each has a different ap-
proach to getting food while remaining 
as safe as possible. Photographers learn 
to anticipate the bird’s actions.

Hunters share the experience of the 
hunting expedition – the camaraderie 
of the campfire or the blind, the story-
telling, the great outdoors, the uniform 
of camouflaged clothing and boots, the 
guns and bows. Birders do the same – 
the camaraderie of the field trip or club 
meeting, the posting of sightings

Common Yellowthroat
Geothlypis trichas

President’s Corner... Continued from page 1

hunting without the bloodshed.

Like hunting (and fishing), birding teaches patience, a rare skill in this digital age of 
instant gratification. How many times have we birders stared at a bush for twenty 
minutes, trying to get a glimpse or photo of a skulking MacGillivray’s Warbler, a 
masked Common Yellowthroat, or a brilliant, noisy Yellow-breasted Chat (how does 
such a brightly adorned bird so easily avoid being seen anyway?)? How many owling 
stops have been made to be greeted only by silence, until finally that exhilarating 
hooting greets our ears? How many mosquitos swatted, ticks removed before our 
quarry is spotted? How close can we get to our prey before it flies away? But the best 
part is, when we leave, it is still there, going about it eons-old business of perpetuat-
ing the species.

on-line, the birding hot-spots, the uniform of Tilly hats and subdued-tone clothing, 
the binoculars and scopes. Both are an enjoyable combination of group and personal 
experience.

Next time someone asks me why I enjoy birding, I might just say it’s partly because I 
enjoy hunting except for the killing part. Birding has all the rest.

Welcome New Members
q Kate Brennan

Auburn: Patricia Moore, Heidi Temko, Linda Welch, Sally Markstein, Art 
Contreras, Shannon D Wells / Cool: Patricia Spohn / Grass Valley: Terri 
Pencovic, Linda Bertolino-Kain, Kent Gallagher, Kathleen Broskey, Sheila 
Hejny, Patricia Coe, Nelson Schmaltz, Alissa  Bremer, Robert Navickis 
Wilkes, Phyllis Arroyo / Lincoln: Nancy Jenkins / Loomis: Mark Jeter, 
Von T Family, Tom Blackburn / Marysville: Yvonne Pierre, Thomas & 
Ilene Jacobs / Nevada City: Carolyn McFadden, Allan Baker / New-
castle: Barbara Kiesewetter, David Mackenroth, William Lane / Penn 
Valley: Ron & Elly Stickney, Charlene Zilius / Pilot Hill: Kathleen Curtis / 
Rocklin: Sylvia Junghardt, John Holloway & Elaine Reed, E. Kevin Daley, 
Barbara Small, Rhonda Robins / Truckee: Carla Stokes, Janie Glidden, 
Juliet Bradley, William Johnson, George Szabo
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Christmas Bird Count...
Continued from page 3

Woodpecker, Western Scrub-Jay, Spot-
ted and California Towhees. Good crops 
from berry-producing trees and shrubs 
may have contributed to our setting new 
highs for American Robin and Northern 
Mockingbird.

The only new low total was for
Bufflehead, 102 vs. our average of over 
200. Yellow-billed Magpies and Logger-
head Shrikes still show no sign of having 
recovered from the 2005 West Nile virus 
outbreak. We recorded 59 magpies and 
14 shrikes vs. our pre-West Nile averages 
of 645 and 39, respectively.

In spite of having lost significant 
amounts of habitat to development since 
this count started, we continue to record 
high diversity and good numbers for 
nearly all species. This is most likely a 
testament to the resiliency of most bird 
species and to the high quality of the 
habitat that remains.

Become a
SFAS
Member

Two levels of membership are available: SFAS Chap-
ter Membership is $20 annually and includes a sub-
scription to The Phoebe newsletter and an invitation 
to the many chapter activities. Send a check payable 
to Sierra Foothills Audubon Society, P.O. Box 1937, 
Grass Valley, CA 95945.

An introductory membership to the National Audu-
bon Society is $20 and includes SFAS Chapter Mem-
bership, subscriptions to the bi-monthly NAS Audu-
bon Magazine and Phoebe newsletter from SFAS. 
Send a check payable to NAS Membership Depart-
ment, P.O. Box 422250, Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250. 
Please write C1ZC460Z in the memo section of your 
check. For more information contact Dan Stewart at 
(530) 265-4677. 
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The Occupation of
Malheur National Wildlife Refuge
By Bob Sallinger, Audubon Society of Portland

The following was a statement released by Audubon Society of
Portland Statement on the Occupation of Malheur National
Wildlife Refuge. Though the incident has been resolved, it provides
background as to why these refuges must be protected.

The occupiers have used the flimsiest 
of pretexts to justify their actions—
the conviction of two local ranchers 
in a case involving arson and
poaching on public lands. 

January 3, 2016: Malheur National Wildlife Refuge was estab-
lished in 1908 by President Theodore Roosevelt to protect the 
vast populations of waterbirds that were being decimated by 
wanton killing by the plume trade.
The 188,000 acre refuge represents
some of the most important bird
habitat on the Pacific Flyway. It is one
of the crown jewels of the National
Wildlife Refuge System and belongs to
all Americans. In 2013, the Refuge
adopted a long-term management plan
developed through an inclusive
collaborative process that brought
together the local community, tribes,
conservation groups, state and federal
agencies, and other stakeholders.
These stakeholders have continued
to work together to implement this
strategy which includes one of the
biggest wetland restoration efforts
ever undertaken.

The occupation of Malheur by
armed, out of state militia groups
puts one of America’s most
important wildlife refuges at risk.
It violates the most basic principles
of the Public Trust Doctrine and
holds hostage public lands and
public resources to serve the very
narrow political agenda of the
occupiers. The occupiers have used
the flimsiest of pretexts to justify
their actions—the conviction of two
local ranchers in a case involving
arson and poaching on public lands.
Notably, neither the local community
or the individuals convicted have
requested or endorsed the occupation
or the assistance of militia groups.

Portland Audubon fought 100 years ago to protect this incred-
ible place. The powerful images taken by Portland Audubon 
founder, William Finley, of Malheur’s incredible bird popula-
tions and the wanton killing that was being inflicted upon

them, caused President Roosevelt to make Malheur one of the 
first wildlife refuges in the Western United States. Portland 
Audubon calls upon the local, state and federal authorities to
                                         once again protect this incredible
                                         place for the amazing wildlife that
                                         live there and to preserve this natural 
                                         heritage for current and future gen-
                                         erations. Portland Audubon greatly
                                         appreciates the outstanding federal
                                         employees that staff the refuge, as
                                         well as members of the local com-
                                         munity who have rejected this
                                         occupation. We hope for a safe,
                                         expeditious end to this armed
                                         occupation so that the myriad of
                                         local and non-local stakeholders can
                                         continue to work together to restore
                                         Malheur in ways that are supportive
                                         of both the local ecology and the
                                         local economy—the occupiers are
                                         serving nobody’s interests except
                                         their own.

                                         The following vision was adopted for
                                         the refuge by a diverse array of
                                         stakeholders including members of
                                         the local community in 2013.

                                         Together with our surrounding
                                         community, partners, friends, staff,
                                         and all those who cherish this unique
                                         place where desert and water meet…

                                         Malheur National Wildlife Refuge
                                         commits to care for, conserve, and
                                         enhance the health of the Malheur
                                         Lake, Blitzen Valley, and Double-O
                                         units, including the playas, dunes,
                                         marshes, rivers, meadows, and ponds
                                         that are all part of this landscape.

                                       We will observe nature and manage in 
harmony with ecological forces, while recognizing and main-
taining the Refuge as a key anchor for migratory and breeding 
waterfowl, waterbirds, shorebirds, songbirds, and raptors.

continued on page 7
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Malheur Occupation... Continued from page 6

We will work diligently to improve the health of the land and water, reducing the 
destructive impact of carp and other invasive species, addressing imbalances in flood-
plain function, and restoring the original abundance of fish and wildlife for which 
Malheur is famous.

We will celebrate and welcome our visitors, noting and protecting the features that 
draw people again and again—the expansive landscape, the plenitude and diversity 
of wildlife, and the signs of a timeless history.

We will allow and enhance opportunities to experience abundance, solitude, and 
renewal, for people birding, fishing, hunting, and learning on the Refuge. In respect 
to our ancestors and their fortitude, we will carefully preserve the legacies they left 
behind on this land. Collaboration with our neighbors, partners, and friends will 
be a critical cornerstone in our day to day work; we recognize that nature crosses 
our boundaries and we can be successful only in partnership. We recognize that our 
activities are inextricably linked to the health of the local economy. We commit to 
environmental stewardship and sustainable management.

We commit to learn from our efforts, successes, and failures; to be humble about 
what we know; and to continuously strive for greater understanding in our steward-
ship of this remarkable place.

For more information about Portland Audubon's relationship with Malheur
National Wildlife Refuge contact: Conservation Director, Bob Sallinger at 
bsallinger@audubonportland,org or 503 380-9728.

Education Committee Report
q Jim Groeser, Education Chair Nevada County

The most frequent question we hear second graders ask is, “Is that REAL?” They’re referring to the mounted bird specimens Jim 
Groeser always invites to accompany him to school presentations.  We know this is true because just in the month of January, Ed. 
Committee volunteers visited SIX  second-grade classes at Scotten and Bell Hill elementary schools in Grass valley.  A new inter-
active “Same/Different” board with pictures of local birds (made by Patti DeLucca) grabbed the children’s attention before they 
learned how to draw a duck using basic geometric shapes; then they got to experience looking through a viewing scope at a Snow 
Goose (REAL but stuffed) which just happened to be standing at the opposite corner of the room.  Second graders are so much fun 
– they ask lots of questions and want to tell everything they know about birds!

A fourth grade class at Rock Creek Elementary school in Auburn has been learning about birds from their teacher (and Audubon 
member) Tom Rae and practicing their identification skills in preparation for the Great Backyard Bird Count.  A team of three 
from the Ed. Committee joined them in the schoolyard on the first day of the Count, Friday, February 12th, armed with binocu-
lars and field guides to help them boost their tally.  Then we adjourned to the classroom to talk about birds and look at nests, feath-
ers, feet and skulls.  You can check ebird to find out their final count.

Also participating in the GBBC were two Environmental Science classes at Del Oro High School in Loomis. One day in the 
classroom we gave them “clues” they could use to help them solve the mystery of bird identification.  Then two SFAS teams led the 
students on walks through Traylor Ranch Nature Preserve on Saturday and Monday, February 13 and 15th.  We merely acted as 
standby emergency I.D. resources, as the students by then were quite proficient in the recognizing the birds of that area.  The two 
classes kept tallies of their species counts and submitted them to ebird.

We are so grateful to all of these teachers who are leading their students into an appreciation of the out-of-doors!  They will be the 
future activists who will care about saving our earth’s wild places and wild life.

And speaking of wild places, here’s one you may not be familiar with: the Llano Seco unit of the Sacramento National Wildlife 
Refuge Complex, a 1,732 acre-refuge located 10 miles SW of Chico.  Just a sampling of birds seen there recently by Ed. Comm. 
Chair, Jim Groeser, were Bald Eagle, Loggerhead Shrike, 4 Northern Harriers, a huge flock of Snow Geese, and  even a hundred or 
so Sandhill Cranes just west of Biggs.  You might want to take field trip there yourself!

Sierra Foothills Audubon Society welomes gifts and 
bequests for specific conservation projects or the 
general operation of SFAS. They can also be memo-
rial gifts to honor a friend or relative. All gifts will 
be recognized in The Phoebe as well as personally on 
behalf of SFAS.
Mail gifts to:
Sierra Foothills Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1937
Grass Valley, CA 95945

All gifts are tax deductible

Donation to SFAS

SFAS Calendar
2016 Board Meetings - 7:00 p.m. The first 
Thursday of January, March, May, August (re-
treat), September and November. From time to 
time, if there is a need to take action, the Board will 
meet prior to the general membership meeting.

2016 Membership Meetings - 7:00 p.m. A 
general meeting will be held the first Thursday 
of every second month: February 4, April 7, June 
2, October 6, and December 1.

For meeting updates please visit
www.sierrafoothillsaudubon
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The mission of the Sierra Foothills Audubon Society is to educate ourselves and others to the variety and the beauty of our natural environment and to protect our wildlife and natural places
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P.O. Box 1937
Grass Valley, CA 95945-1937

SFAS New & Renewal 
Memberships

Now Payable Online
sierrafoothillsaudubon.com 

To pay by credit card
or PayPal click on

“membership”
for new and renewals,     

and for gifts and bequests 
click on “Our Chapter”

BLUEBIRD SEASON
HAS ARRIVED
By Kate Brennan
Coordinator of SFAS Bluebird Trails Project

It’s not too late to put up a nest box 
for our lovely Western Bluebirds.  On 
Monday, Feb 9, I was observing a new 
box I installed on the previous Saturday, 
and it was being mobbed by 5 bluebirds, 
4 females and 1 male, all apparently 
trying to claim it as home.  If you want 
more information about putting up a 
Western Bluebird nest box or on how to 
participate in our Bluebird Trails Project, 
please contact me at woodswoman55@
goskywest.com.

Audubon’s Bobelaine Sanctuary
Needs Your Help
Bobelaine Sanctuary is a 430 acre
wildlife sanctuary along the
Feather River owned by the
National Audubon Society and
managed by volunteers of the 
Sacramento Audubon
Society.  Right now,
Sacramento Audubon needs
members’ help to maintain
Bobelaine because Robert
Thomas, their amazing
volunteer, has retired in his
capacity of maintaining the
5 miles of trails at the sanctuary
for many, many years.  Maintaining the sanctuary means
keeping the trails clear and the sanctuary available for all to enjoy. 
The Sacramento Audubon Board has formed a committee to evaluate options. 
If you would like to join a team of volunteers to help maintain Audubon’s
Bobelaine Sanctuary please contact Larry Hickey at President@sacramentoaudu-
bon.org. Donations to support Bobelaine Sanctuary can be made through the 
website: www.sacramentoaudubon.org/payments.html.  If you have never been to 
Bobelaine, spring is a wonderful time of year to visit if you are looking for a lower 
elevation birding spot.  SFAS has a field trip to Bobelaine on May 21 (see our list of 
field trips for details).


