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There it was again – a loud descend-
ing series of slurred whistles echoing 
from the canyon walls. Neither of 
us recognized this bird’s song which 
has since become one of my all-time 
favorites. 

My father-in-law, Harry Bailey 
(former SFAS board member), and 
I were camping and birding in the 
Malheur National Wildlife Refuge 
south of Burns, Oregon. We were 
determined to track down the source 
of that cheery song that is guaranteed 
to put a smile on anyone’s face. This 
was in the era before there were apps 
for smart phones that tell you what 
song you’re hearing. Heck, this was 
in the era before there were smart 
phones, or even cell phones for that 
matter. And when we finally got a 
glimpse of that Canyon Wren (duh 
– it was, after all, in a canyon!), a life 
bird for both of us, we would have 
high-fived each other, if high-fives 
had been a thing back then. Maybe 
they were, but not something either 
of us indulged in at the time. I have 
since loosened up somewhat, even as 
my joints are tightening up. At any 
rate, we were both excited and the 
shared experience further cemented 
the bond between us started by our 
shared wife/daughter.
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President’s Corner
Rudy Darling, SFAS President

Birds of Trinidad & Tobago
                                                                                                                                  

By: Ted Beedy

Ted recently returned from a 
birding and bird photography tour 
of Trinidad & Tobago led by the 
well-known birder and superb bird 
artist, Keith Hansen. Please join 
us for his photo-illustrated talk 
on the stunning diversity of birds 
and other wildlife that inhabit the 
Caribbean and Atlantic coasts 
and tropical rainforests of the 
mountains and coastal canyons. 
More than 400 species of birds 
have been observed in Trinidad 
& Tobago, and the group was 
able to find 213 species--Ted got 
photographs of 103 species. This 
show will also be accompanied 
with sound recordings of selected 
species. Ted will also address 
aspects of individual bird species 
including their taxonomy, natural 
history, and on-going efforts to 
conserve these tropical treasures. 

Brief Bio
Ted Beedy has studied and photographed birds in all 50 states, and he has 
traveled widely in the tropics of Central America, South America, and Af-
rica. He has a Ph.D. in Zoology from the University of California, Davis. He 
recently co-authored a new book with Ed Pandolfino: Birds of the Sierra 
Nevada: Their Natural History, Status, and Distribution, that describes the 
natural histories of birds of the Sierra Nevada, the origins of their names, 
the habitats they prefer, how they communicate and interact with one 
another, their relative abundance, and where they occur within the region. 
Each species account features original illustrations by Keith Hansen.



Harry was my first “birding bud-
dy.” A birding buddy is someone 
with whom you enjoy going out 
birding and sharing the experi-
ences of discovery and wonder. 
He introduced me to Gray Lodge 
Wildlife Area, the Carrizo Plain 
National Monument, and Point 
Reyes, among other birding spots. 
We made excursions to Malheur 
NWR, Klamath Basin NWR, Ruby 
Lake NWR, Pinnacles National 
Monument, Godwit Days festi-
val in Arcata, and several of the 
Central Valley and central Oregon 
wildlife areas. I treasure these 
shared experiences, especially now, 
as this 98-year-old is slowly mak-
ing the transition to birding the 
heavens.

Through the years I’ve had several 
birding buddies – Barney Kroeger 
(deceased), Larry Sage (deceased), 
Brian O’Connor (moved to Flori-
da), Ted Beedy, Dale Rubach, John 
Lace to name a few. All have at one 
time been members of the SFAS 
Bird-A-Thon team, Avian Nation. 
Thinking of each of them immedi-
ately brings back vivid memories 
of days in the field together and 
the experiences we shared. Actu-
ally, with Barney, it was mostly 
vivid (and often cold) nights, as 
we were both owl fanatics. I’ll 
never forget the evening we spent 
trying to find a Flammulated Owl 
in Nevada County. The joy when 
we finally heard one responding 
to our pleas is still a big part of my 
fond memories of Barney. Oh, yes, 
there were probably no high fives, 
just much jumping up-and-down 
and shouting – quietly, of course, 
so as not to scare that diminutive 
hooter. That same year Brian and 
I were doing a cooperative/com-

petitive Nevada County big year 
(okay, he beat me by 3 species, but 
that’s another story), so the next 
week-end I took him and Walt 
Carnahan out to hear that same 
forest gnome. Later that year Brian 

took me and John up to Boca 
Reservoir to see a Northern Shrike 
he had located there – a new life 
species! We really bonded during 
that year of intense birding.

The 2016 trip to Alaska with Dale 
and our wives is another of the 
highlights of my birding life. We 
shared outrageous scenery, many 
life birds, quite a few insects, inter-
esting accommodations and plane 
rides, and, yes, many beers at local 
breweries. When we get too old to 
get out much anymore, we’ll have 
plenty to reminisce about. I could 
go on at length telling stories about 
birding buddies, but my point is 
that having a birding buddy (or 
buddies) greatly increases one’s 
enjoyment of the field experi-
ence. Sure, anyone who knows 
me, knows that I very much enjoy 
birding alone, but when one expe-
riences the WOW factor of a life 
bird or unique happening, it sure 
is nice to be able to share that with 
someone who is as excited about 
it as you are. A birding buddy 
could be your spouse, as is the 
case with Steve and Diane Rose or 
Willie and Jane Hall – it certainly 
makes logistics easier. It could be 
someone you meet on a field trip, 
a Christmas Bird Count, or at an 
SFAS meeting. I’m sure there is 
someone out there wishing they 
had someone to go birding with 
(hmmm – maybe there should 
be a “birdermatch.com”). Try it. I 
guarantee you’ll like it if you find 
the right buddies. In my experi-
ence, most birders are great people 
to get to know.
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Birding Buddies
Rudy & Brian in Florida

Photo by Jeannie Darling

Canyon Wren
Photo by Rudy Darling
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Nevada County Conservation Report
q Don Rivenes, Conservation Chair Nevada County

Sacramento, Calif. – 

California legal and wildlife officials 
recently released a legal advisory 
affirming the state’s ability and intent 
to protect migratory birds from 
commercial and industrial activity 
even as the federal government 
refuses to do so. The move by 
California Attorney General Xavier 
Becerra and Director Chuck Bonham 
of the California Fish and Wildlife 
Department comes as the Trump 
Administration has signaled its 
intention to abandon enforcement 
of key provisions of the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act (MBTA). “California 
is home to hundreds of magnificent 
bird species, such as the Sandhill 
Crane and Burrowing Owl, that 
will benefit from this affirmative 
statement that they will be protected,” 
said Sarah Rose, executive director 
of Audubon California. “These birds 
are an important part of California’s 
natural legacy, just like our beaches, 
mountains, and deserts.”

This action is the culmination of 
work by Audubon California and our 
many advocates throughout 2018 to 
raise the profile of this issue to state 
policymakers and compel them to 
take steps to protect our birds. In 
2018, Audubon California sponsored 
legislation to reinforce protections 
for migratory birds in existing state 
law. That effort dramatically raised 
awareness throughout the Capitol 
about the plight of migratory birds 
and the threat created by the Trump 
Administration’s actions. 

Audubon California eventually 
withdrew this legislation because we 
felt we could make more progress 
working with the administration – 
and that effort resulted in last week’s 
announcement.

The MBTA is one of the nation’s 
oldest environmental laws, and has 
been the foundation of protections for 
migratory birds in North America for 
more than a century. In a legal opinion 
issued December 2017, however, 
the Trump administration abruptly 
reversed decades of government policy 
and practice—by both Democratic 
and Republican administrations—on 
the implementation and enforcement 
of the MBTA.

“This move by the State of California 
is an example for other states seeking 
avenues to protect migratory birds 
until the federal government again 
lives up to its historic and legal 
obligations,” said Sarah Greenberger, 
senior vice president for conservation 
policy at National Audubon Society.

The Act's prohibition on the killing or 
"taking" of migratory birds has long 
been understood to extend to so-
called incidental take from industrial 
activities—meaning unintentional 
but predictable and avoidable killing. 
Under the Trump administration's 
revised interpretation, the MBTA’s 
protections will apply only to 
activities that purposefully kill birds. 
Any “incidental” take—no matter 
how inevitable or devastating the 
impact on birds—is now immune 
from enforcement under the law. 

The Administration intends to change 
the regulations that guide how the law 
is enforced to reflect its radical legal 
opinion, which will make it more 
permanent and binding.

The California legal advisory 
specifically notes the state’s ability to 
enforce the so-called “incidental take” 
that the federal government is seeking 
to allow. “California’s protections 
for migratory birds, including a 
prohibition against incidental take, 

remain clear and unchanged,” the 
advisory reads.

“California law contains a number of 
provisions prohibiting the “take” of 
migratory birds,” the advisory reads, 
and then includes an extensive listing 
of California law that allows officials 
to protect migratory birds in the 
absence of federal involvement.

The federal abandonment of 
incidental take enforcement is 
alarming not only because the Act 
has been used to prosecute violations, 
but also to compel industries to 
proactively take steps to minimize 
the impacts of their operations on 
birds. The Administration’s new legal 
interpretation opens the door for 
industries like mining and oil drilling 
to kill migratory birds without attempt 
to avoid or mitigate such impacts.

California in September joined seven 
other states in a lawsuit challenging 
the Administration’s decision not 
to enforce key elements of the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act. In May of 
this year, Audubon led a coalition of 
environmental groups to file a similar 
suit challenging the Administration’s 
move.

California to protect birds as Trump Administration abandons them

SFAS Calendar

2019 Board Meetings - 7:00 p.m.  
2019 Membership Meetings - 7:00 

p.m.

A general meeting will be held 
the first Thursday of every second 

month:

February 7, 2019, April 4, 2019, June 
6, 2019, August 1, 2019 October 3, 

2019 and December 5, 2019

For meeting updates please visit
www.sierrafoothillsaudubon.org
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Field Journal
For field trip updates, changes or cancellations check http://sierrafoothillsaudubon.org/  
Our field trips are free.  Carpooling drivers appreciate participants offering to share fuel costs

Bird Walk for Beginners - Traylor Ranch, Penryn
Saturday, January 5, 2019
8:00-10:00 AM
Leader: Bill Covington  916-645-0727

Meet at 8:00 AM in the parking lot off Humphrey 
Road at the southeast corner of Traylor Ranch 
Nature Reserve and Bird Sanctuary in Penryn. 
Note: the address for the Reserve is 5050 English 
Colony Road in Penryn. This trip is intended for 
beginners, but experienced birders are welcome 
and add to the experience for all. Traylor Ranch 
affords an opportunity to see the resident species 
of the lower foothills and valley floor, usually 
twenty or more different species. We'll spend 
about two hours and walk a little more than a mile. 
Come on out, bring your binoculars and help us 
find some birds. The more eyes and ears, the 
more birds we'll see. Here's the Placer Co. web 
site for Traylor Ranch:

http://www.placer.ca.gov/departments/facility/
parks/parks-content/parks/traylor-ranch-nature-
reserve.

Bridgeport at South Yuba State Park
Saturday, January 12, 2019
8:00 - 10:00 AM
Leaders: Bob Slyker & Carol and Bruce Malnor
bgsly@aol.com & cmalnor@comcast.net

Meet at Bridgeport's north parking lot (just over 
the highway bridge) on Pleasant Valley Road. 
Easy walking on a wooded trail

and along the river. We anticipate seeing species 
common to an oak woodland/riparian ecosystem 
such as Oak Titmouse, 

Black Phoebe, Bewick's Wren, Hermit Thrush, 
White-crowned Sparrow, Nuttall's Woodpecker 
and possibly an American

Dipper and/or Bald Eagle.  

Sierra Valley
Wednesday, January 16, 2019 
7:00 AM to ?
Leader: Dale Rubach 530-272-3698 
rugby7676-birds@yahoo.com

Sierra Valley is a unique and exciting area. It is 
located on the east slope of the Sierra Nevada 
mountains encircled by the towns of Sierraville, 
Loyalton and Portola. In winter it is the home 
to many raptors including: Red-tailed Hawk, 
Ferruginous Hawk, Rough-legged Hawk, Prairie 
Falcon, and both species of Eagles. It is also 
home for many mountain species like; White-
headed Woodpecker, Townsend’s Solitaire, 
Pygmy Nuthatch and Mountain Chickadee. We 
will carpool from the Nevada County Government 
Center (Rood Center) at 950 Maidu Ave, Nevada 

City. A four wheel drive vehicle is recommended 
for this trip. All levels of birders are welcome. We 
will bird mainly from cars with one or two short 
walks on level ground. Inclement weather will 
cancel. Call or e-mail to reserve a spot. If weather 
looks questionable please call the evening before 
for an update. Bring drink, food and warm clothes. 
This is an all day trip.

Bird Walk For Beginners In Grass Valley
Sunday, January 20, 2019
8:00 -10:00 AM
Leader: Dan Stewart  530-265-4677 dcstew@
outlook.com

This walk is designed for beginners, but more 
skilled birders are helpful and welcome. We'll talk 
about binoculars, how and where to find birds, 
what to look for when you find one. We meet 
at 8:00 AM in the parking lot of the Briar Patch 
Market on Sierra College Drive in Grass Valley. We 
walk for a little less than two miles and it usually 
takes about two hours. Fifteen to twenty different 
species are almost guaranteed, especially with 
enough sharp eyes and ears. It's a nice walk up 
over the hill at Sierra College and back to the Briar 
Patch. Come on out and help us find and identify 
some birds.

Marysville for Tundra Swans & Snow Geese
Thursday, January 24, 2019
9:45 - 11:30AM
Leader: Heath Wakelee 916-870-5253   
hwakelee@gmail.com 

Meet at 9:30 am in the McDonalds parking lot 
located at 316 E Street in Marysville. We will drive 
the golden triangle looking for and seeing many 
Tundra Swans and other great species of birds 
that winter in the Sacramento Valley.  Many geese, 
ducks and some shorebirds should add to the 
enjoyment. No need to walk on this trip so it is 
perfect for anyone with mobility issues. Call Heath 
the night before if weather is questionable.

Bird Walk at South Yuba River State Park at 
Bridgeport 
Saturday, February 9, 2019   
9:00—11:00 AM 
Leaders: Bob Slyker 530-205-9011 bgsly@aol.
com Carol and Bruce Malnor (530-263-9392) 
cmalnor@comcast.net 

Meet at Bridgeport’s north parking lot (just 
across the highway bridge) on Pleasant Valley 
Road. Easy walking on a wooded trail and 
along Kentucky Creek and the Yuba River. Dress 
warmly. We will see species common to an oak 
woodland/riparian habitat, such as California 
Quail, Lark Sparrow, Golden-crowned Sparrow, 

Black Phoebe, California Towhee, and Acorn 
Woodpecker. There’s a possibility of seeing Bald 
Eagle and American Dipper. Please contact Bob or 
Carol if the weather is questionable.

Bird Walk For Beginners In Grass Valley
Sunday, February 17, 2019
8:00 -10:00 AM
Leader: Dan Stewart  530-265-4677 dcstew@
outlook.com

Meet in the Briar Patch parking lot at 8:00AM. See 
January 20, 2019 listing for trip description.

Marysville for Tundra Swans & Snow Geese
Saturday, February 23, 2019
9:45AM- 11:30AM
Leader: Heath Wakelee 916-870-5253   
hwakelee@gmail.com 

Meet at 9:30 am in the McDonalds parking lot 
located at 316 E Street in Marysville. We will drive 
the golden triangle looking for and seeing many 
Tundra Swans and other great species of birds 
that winter in the Sacramento Valley.  Many geese, 
ducks and some shorebirds should add to the 
enjoyment.  No need to walk on this trip so it is 
perfect for anyone with mobility issues. Call Heath 
the night before if weather is questionable.

Bird Walk at South Yuba River State Park at 
Bridgeport 
Saturday, March 9, 2019 
8:00—10:00 AM 
Leaders: Bob Slyker 530-205-9011 bgsly@aol.
com Carol and Bruce Malnor (530-263-9392) 
cmalnor@comcast.net 

Meet at Bridgeport’s north parking lot (just across 
the highway bridge) on Pleasant Valley Road. Easy 
walking on a wooded trail and along Kentucky 
Creek and the Yuba River. Dress warmly. We will 
see species common to an oak woodland/riparian 
habitat, such as Lark Sparrow, Golden-crowned 
Sparrow, Black Phoebe, California Towhee, and 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow. There’s a 
possibility of seeing Bald Eagle and American 
Dipper. Please contact Bob or Carol if the weather 
is questionable. 

City of Lincoln Wastewater Treatment Facility
Monday, March 11, 2019  
9:30 to 11:30AM   
Leader: Heath Wakelee 916-870-5253  
hwakelee@gmail.com

Meet at the City of Lincoln Wastewater Treatment 
Facility, 1245 Fiddyment Road, Lincoln, CA  
95648  Phone:  (916) 434-2450. 
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We will meet in their parking lot just inside the gate. 
This will be primarily a car birding trip so those 
with access and functional needs are welcome 
to attend. We should see a variety birds such as: 
Northern Shoveler, Ruddy Duck, Mallard, American 
Coot, Pied-billed Grebe, Great-blue Heron, Great 
Egret, Black-necked Stilt and American Avocet. If 
weather is questionable contact Heath.

Bird Walk For Beginners In Grass Valley
Sunday, March 17, 2019
8:00 -10:00 AM
Leader: Dan Stewart  530-265-4677 dcstew@
outlook.com

Meet in the Briar Patch parking lot at 8:00AM. See 
January 20, 2019 listing for trip description.

Bird Walk for Beginners - Traylor Ranch, Penryn
Saturday, March 23, 2019
9:30-11:30 AM
Leader: Heath Wakelee 916-870-5253  hwake-
lee@gmail.com

Meet at 8:00 AM in the parking lot off Humphrey 
Road at the southeast corner of Traylor Ranch 
Nature Reserve and Bird Sanctuary in Penryn. 
Note: the address for the Reserve is 5050 English 
Colony Road in Penryn. This trip is intended for 
beginners, but experienced birders are welcome 
and add to the experience for all. Traylor Ranch 
affords an opportunity to see the resident species 
of the lower foothills and valley floor, usually twenty 
or more different species. We'll spend about two 
hours and walk a little more than a mile. Come on 
out, bring your binoculars and help us find some 
birds. The more eyes and ears, the more birds 
we'll see. Here's the Placer Co. web site for Traylor 
Ranch:

http://www.placer.ca.gov/depar tments/facility/
parks/parks-content/parks/traylor-ranch-nature-
reserve

Sierra Foothills Audubon Society welomes gifts 
and bequests for specific conservation projects or 
the general operation of SFAS. They can also be 
memorial gifts to honor a friend or relative. All 
gifts will be recognized in The Phoebe as well as 
personally on behalf of SFAS.
Mail gifts to:
Sierra Foothills Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1937
Grass Valley, CA 95945

All gifts are tax deductible

Donation to SFAS

Welcome New Members
Auburn: 
Deirdre Ebert
Laura Fisher
Sybil Louton
Jennifer BlackFrauke Huyette

Camptonville:  
Adria Wilson

Grass Valley: 
Michael Thompson
Karuna Warren
Sharon Boivin 
James & Joanne Olsen
Nell Lester
Michael Marcella
Lynne Tsai
Carey Sweet
Jerrold Jacobberger

Lincoln: 
Mary Ware
Joseph Silva
Gary McDonald Suzanne 
Hurst
Michael Shepard

Loomis: 
Nancy Specchio

Marysville: 
Ethel Quigley

Nevada City: 
Jean Matsuno 
Carol Nimick Merry 
     Byles-Daly
Cheryl Dachtler Mandala 
Skillman
Gary Schlosser

Newcastle: 
Melissa Winn
Penn Valley: 
Jean Masquelier
Janet Tache

Pollock Pines: 
Cynthia Mittelstad
R. Nunn

Rocklin: 
Nicolas Guerrero
Mark Koller

Tahoe Vista: 
Dave Herzog

Truckee: 
Gregory St Clair
Steve Harrison
George Lake
Diane Rowe

Yuba City: 
Bob Penix

Green Honeycreeper
Photo by Ted Beedy



From Sept. 15 to Oct. 15 (9am-noon), a 
total of 12,312 migrant Turkey Vultures 
were counted during the Auburn Area 
Vulture Count.  

The peak migration days were from 
the last week of September thru the 
first week of October and averaged 560 
vultures per day (3hrs.) or 186 per hour. 
It’s important to note that the Auburn 
effort only accounts for the peak flight 
period (30 days) during the three to 
four month vulture migration season.  It 
is estimated that thirty to fifty thousand 
vultures migrate south through the 
Sierra foothills each fall. 

There were a few highlights.  On 
October 7th, we counted just over 1000 
TV’s in approximately 10 minutes.  This 
is what we call a “big day on the hill”. The 
vultures arrived in the late morning and 
passed high overhead in a long stream.  
At the same time, we had a probable rare 
Broad-winged Hawk traveling in with 
the vultures. Unfortunately, we did not 
have enough time to confirm.  Last but 
not least, there was the fall migration of 
Lewis’s Woodpeckers and a high count 
of 154 (Sept. 15 – Oct.4). 

While the west slope of the Sierra 
Nevada may not be considered a major 
raptor flyway, we did record 168 migrant 
raptors.  They included 17-Osprey, 
1-Bald Eagle, 5- Northern Harrier, 
5-Sharp-shinned Hawks, 20-Cooper’s 
Hawk, 10-Red-shouldered Hawks, 
49-Red-tailed Hawks, 1-American 
kestrel, 1-Merlin, 5-unknown accipiters, 
1- unknown Buteo (probable Broad-
winged Hawk), 4 unknown falcons, 
49 unknown raptors.  Non-raptor 
migrant species of note were: 154 
Lewis’s Woodpeckers, 2- Phainopeplas, 
8-Sandhill Cranes, 1-Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher, and 14-White Pelicans.

We had 142 visitors this year.  Of note 
were: the Chung family (Alyssa, Karen, 
and Kirby) of San Jose.  Alyssa, a recent 
graduate of Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, 
is a vulture fan and wanted to see the 
migration for her birthday; Everett Butts 
and Fred Berretta, both in their mid-90’s 
joined us; Gunner Yaeger, our youngest 
visitor (aka buzzard buster); the Lincoln 
Hills Bird Club; the Sierra Foothills 
Audubon Women birders group; my 
high school art teacher “Mo” Stevens; 
and Auburn Journal’s Gus Thomson 
reporting on the local vulture culture.

Thank you to the Auburn Recreation 
District and Auburn State Recreation 
Area for assisting with access to the 
count site, to all the vulture watchers 
for helping out and joining in the fun of 

the fall vulture migration; and to Gus 
Thomson for sharing the story in the 
paper.  A special thank you to the daily 
count crew (aka vulture wranglers): Bill 
Covington, Ann Thomas, Tom Haydon, 
Jay Sheets, and David Sterling. 

For the Auburn Area Vulture Count 
daily reporting and participant details, 
go to the HawkCount website at: https://
www.hawkcount.org/index.php
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2018 Auburn Area Turkey Vulture Count Report
q By Deren Ross

Chief Vulture Wrangler
Photo by Deren Ross

Lincoln Hills Bird Club visiting the 
Auburn vulture count site

Photo by Deren Ross

Meadow Vista Vulture Roost
Photo by Deren Ross

Meadow Vista Vulture Roost
Photo by Deren Ross



www.sierrafoothil lsaudubon.org 7

Education Committee Report
q By Jim Groeser

Continued on page  7
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The Phoebe is published five times 
per year on or about the first of 
January, March, May, September 
and November. Newsletter 
submissions are due by the 10th of 
each month preceding newsletter 
publication.

OFFICERS:
Rudy Darling, President 

rdarling@sbbmail.com    (530) 272-6504

William Hall, Vice President 
yardcard@usamedia.tv

Patti DeLuca, Secretary
drpatti27@gmail.com

Don Rivenes, Treasurer 
rivenes@sbcglobal.net    (530) 477-7502

ELECTED AT LARGE BOARD MEMBERS:
Jim Groeser (1) 

redtailh@gmail.com

Dan Stewart (1)  
dcstew@hotmail.com 

Theresa Thomas (1) 
randtthomas@sbcglobal.net

Heath Wakelee (1) 
hwakelee@gmail.com

Dale Rubach (2) 
rugby7676-birds@yahoo.com

Jane Hall (2) 
yardcard@usamedia.tv

NOMINATING COMMITTEE CHAIR:
Appointed each year

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRS:
Don Rivenes, Conservation Chair (Nevada City)   

rivenes@sbcglobal.net  (530) 477-7502

Jim Groeser, Education Chair (Nevada City)    
redtailh@gmail.com

Patti DeLuca, Membership Chair
drpatti27@gmail.com

Dale Rubach, Field Trip Chair
rugby7676-birds@yahoo.com

Theresa Thomas, Program Chair 
randtthomas@sbcglobal.net

SPECIAL COMMITTEE CHAIRS:
Heath Wakelee, Scholarship  Chair 

hwakelee@gmail.com

Jane Hall, Publicity/Hospitality  
yardcard@usamedia.tv

OTHER POSITIONS:
Kate Brennan, Database Manager 
woodswoman55@goskywest.com

Emily Rivenes, Phoebe Publication 
phoebe@sierrafoothillsaudubon.org

SFAS Officers, Board
and Committee Chairs

BIRDING IN THE REFUGES AND RICE FIELDS

 The " vulture culture ", led by Deren Ross, came to a closing on Oct. 15.  In-
terestingly, this was the day of the November Sacramento National Water-
fowl Refuge Complex Survey Summary.  This survey includes ducks, geese, 
swans and cranes in the 5 refuges and Butte Sink.  Please look this topic up 
on the Sacramento NWR website.  The statistic that thrilled me was 1200 
Sandhill Cranes in the Llano Seco Refuge, 15  minutes south of Chico.  And 
1115 cranes in the Colusa Refuge.  147 cranes showed at Llano Seco on the 
November 15 count.Looks like October is the month to view cranes in the 
Sacramento NWR system.  This is a normal year for waterfowl numbers, so 
check the Sacramento NWR website for this years and last years numbers 
to plan your birding trips in the future.

   For Tundra Swan lovers notice that there are 0 swans thruout the Sac-
ramento NWR system.  Tundra Swans prefer a diet of rice in the 6" deep 
rice ponds in the Central Valley area surrounding Marysville, in general.  So, 
don't try to find swans outside of the rice fields.

  The Waterfowl Survey is a page full of numbers.  I will touch on a few that 
may be of interest:  there were three times as many ducks as geese, coots 
and cranes;  Sacrament Refuge had a third of all the birds counted;  50% of 
all ducks were Pintails; the total count for all birds for Nov. was 1,437,090;  
260 Cackling Geese were in the Sacramento Refuge;  242,554 Snow Geese 
compared to 75,356 White-fronted Geese;  80,042 Coots;  and, again, 0 
Tundra Swans.  And how large Ravens are.  Our Ravens are 24" and weigh 
a whopping 2.6 lbs, our Crow is 17.5" and 1 lb. and the giant Great Egret is 
39" and a measly 1.9 lbs.  And Ravens are real smart, too.

   You have to visit the Sacramento Refuge, on Rte 5 north of Colusa.  I say 
this because the nature center is a class act for all birders.  One can go 
nose to nose with mounts of every bird in the refuge,  the personnel an-
swer questions, there is a book sales area, info handouts, and outside a 2 
mile walking trail and the famous 6 mile drive around the bird-filled flooded 
area.  And from the Grass Valley area Tundra Swans and numerous raptors 
are seen to and from the refuges.  Try to get out there in January before the 
migrators migrate.

   We are so lucky to live close  
to all this and to be able to par-
take of these marvelous birds 
and views just for the price of 
gas or electricity.

MORE PEOPLE ON THE PLANET 
MEANS MORE BIRDS GOING 
EXTINCT

Bay-Headed Tanager
Photo by Ted Beedy
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