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President’s Corner
Rudy Darling, SFAS President

Running the gauntlet between two 
lines of enthralled observers, the 
Spotted Owl silently floated toward 
the mouse on a stick. Once the hapless 
prey was secure in its talons, he went 
off to feed his mate, and then came 
back for more. He was habituated to 
the routine of the researcher, who was 
generously showing some of us, myself 
included, a life bird, and educating us 
about the owl’s ecology. This is one 
of my most vivid memories of the 
first birding festival I ever attended, 
Arcata’s inaugural “Godwit Days” 
in 1995. The other highlight of that 
festival was my first 100-species big 
day. I was hooked.

I went back to Godwit Days for many 
years after that, and ventured out into 
other festivals, as that was the only 
way my crazy work schedule allowed 
me to take a vacation. These included 
festivals in Morro Bay, the Salton 
Sea, Malheur Wildlife Refuge, Davis 
(CA Duck Days), and Fallon, Nevada. 
Most festivals are organized in a 
similar format – workshops, field trips, 
evening programs, and exhibitors. My 
favorites are always the field trips. 
There is usually a big day effort. Some, 
like Godwit Days, even guarantee 
100 species or more. Each festival 
offers trips that highlight some of the 
local specialties, such as the Spotted 
Owl, Marbled Murrelet or the Ruffed 
Grouse trips offered by Godwit Days. 
A favorite memory from the Salton Sea 
was the sunset fly-in of thousands of 
all manner of birds – herons, egrets, 
terns, gulls, ibises, waterfowl – many 
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Alaska Birding Adventure
Thursday, December 1, 2016  - 7:00 PM

Community Room, Helling Library, Nevada City

Last June, four SFAS members –Dale Rubach, Sandy Poteet, and Jeannie and 
Rudy Darling – went on a 23-day birding trip to Alaska. They saw dozens of life 
birds, all sorts of wildlife, and took several thousand photos. They have selected 
some of the best for this program, which Rudy will present. They visited Nome, 
Anchorage, Denali, St. Paul Island, and Seward. The adventure ended with a 
cruise through the “Inland Passage”, which included stops in Haines, Juneau, and 
Ketchikan. Join us for an evening of stunning wildlife photos from the tundra, 
sea cliffs, boreal areas, and ocean. You will also get a feeling of being there with 
views of glaciers, mountains, 
and totem poles.

Rudy has created many 
presentations for our meetings 
over the years and this one 
promises to be especially 
entertaining with his advanced 
photography skills. Rudy is our 
current President and has been 
an inspiring guiding light to the 
chapter.

SFAS GENERAL MEETING

Least Auklet
Photo by Rudy Darling

Nevada County Conservation Report
q Don Rivenes, Conservation Chair Nevada County

CALIFORNIA SPOTTED OWL UPDATE

On Oct. 9, 2014 Sierra Forest Legacy and others settled a lawsuit with the U.S. 
Forest Service concerning the 2004 Sierra Amendment. In the settlement the 
Forest Service agreed to complete a conservation strategy for the California 
Spotted Owl by March 31, 2016, in collaboration with experts on the California 
Spotted Owl, fire ecology, and forest ecology. 

On September 18, 2015 the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service issued a positive 
Continued on page 2 Continued on page 3
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returning from a day of foraging in 
Mexico. The spectacle was awe-
inspiring. At Morro Bay, Keith 
Hansen pointed out a Brown Booby 
– lifer! At Malheur we got up REALLY 
early to board a school bus that took 
us to a Sage Grouse lek at dawn – 
spectacular. In Fallon, our big day 
van was driven by an old friend with 
whom I had lost touch. Oh, yes, we 
also found lots of birds, including a 
great look at a Sora at Carson Sink. 
At oceanside festivals there may 
be pelagic trips. The one at Godwit 
Days took me to see lifer Black-
footed Albatross, Northern Fulmar, 
and Sooty Shearwater. Others will 
take you to desert habitat, such as 
the trip from the Salton Sea festival 
to Anza Borrego where I saw my 
first life Costa’s Hummingbird. Even 
a trip to a local cemetery can have 
surprises (no, not ghosts or zombies) 
– a Painted Redstart greeted us 
as we stepped off the bus at the 
Brawley Cemetery, another of the 
Salton Sea field trips.

Festivals also feature workshops 
where one can learn anything from 
how to tell those look-alike gulls 
and Empidonax flycatchers apart, to 
how to take great bird photographs. 
Some feature challenging bird ID 
quizzes, others teach one how to 
ID birds by their songs and calls. 
There may be bird drawing or nest 
box building workshops. There are 
often kid-friendly activities if you 
have youngsters in tow. Most have 
an exhibition hall where one can 
try out optics at vendors’ booths, 
purchase art and photographs, find 
out about organizations supporting 
birding and conservation, buy 
birding supplies, etc. Usually there 
is a posting of unusual bird sightings 
by the field trips so one can chase 
them on one’s own if so desired.

A festival is a great place to meet 
some of the luminaries of the 
birding world. Some are there to 
lead field trips, others to take part 
in keynote addresses and other 

evening presentation. For example, 
at the Morro Bay festival we were 
lucky enough to hear White-
crowned Sparrow song researcher, 
Luis Baptista, speak and imitate 
the sparrow dialects just by looking 
at sonograms. At the Salton Sea 
Jeannie and I met California birding 
legend, Guy McCaskie, when we 
were out on our own chasing Yellow-
footed Gulls. He directed us instead 
to new life birds, Stilt Sandpiper and 
Ruff. The gulls were MIA.

I highly recommend birding festivals. 
You can find a listing of festivals in 
California and neighboring states 
with links to the festival websites 
at http://natureali.org/nature_
festivals.htm and various other 
websites. There are festivals all over 
the country, but you don’t have to 
travel all that far for some of them. 
For example, in this November there 
are: Lodi Sandhill Crane Festival 
(Nov. 4-6), Marysville Swan Festival 
(Nov. 11-13), and Central Valley 
Birding Symposium (Nov. 17-20). 
Within 100 miles there are the 
Snow Goose Festival of the Pacific 
Flyway in Chico (January), the Galt 
Winter Bird Festival (January), 
California Duck Days in Davis 
(February), Tahoe Basin Bird Festival 
in South Lake Tahoe (June), and the 
Grebe Festival in Chester (August). 
I should also mention Ted Beedy’s 
favorite festival, the Mono Basin 
Bird Chataqua in Lee Vining (June). 
Check them out. You won’t regret it. 
Maybe I’ll see you there.

President’s Corner...Continued from page 1

Ruffed Grouse
Photo by Rudy Darling
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Nevada County Conservation Report...Continued from page 1

90-day finding on a petition to list the California Spotted 
Owl under the Endangered Species Act. A positive 90-day 
finding indicates that the Service believes that substantial 
scientific or commercial information was provided by the 
petitioner and that the petitioned action may be warranted. 
Currently, the California Spotted Owl is not considered to 
be threatened nor endangered by the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service. However, it is a species of special concern for the 
state of California and the United States Forest Service.

On July 27, 2016 a Draft Conservation Strategy was 
released by the U.S. Forest Service. This conservation 
assessment is meant to be a comprehensive review of the 
current scientific knowledge of the ecology, habitat use, 
population dynamics, and current threats to the viability 
of the California Spotted Owl. It is based primarily on 
peer-reviewed, published information, with emphasis on 
new scientific information that has emerged since the 
first technical assessment for the California Spotted Owl 
(CASPO) was conducted in 1992. All studies published 
since CASPO have demonstrated that owl populations 
on national forests in the Sierra Nevada have declined 
over the past 20 years. A preponderance of evidence 
suggests that the past century’s combination of timber 
harvest, fire suppression, and climate change has resulted 
in forests that have a considerably higher density of trees 
but a reduced density of large diameter trees and logs, 
a greater density of shade-tolerant fire-sensitive tree 
species, and an increase in forest fuels. These conditions 
have resulted in reduced habitat quality, increased habitat 
fragmentation, and increased risk of high-severity fire in 
the Sierra Nevada. 

There is indisputable evidence that the California Spotted 
Owl has declined on all Forest Service-managed lands 
with long-term demographic data within the range of the 
species (The Sequoia-Kings Canyon NP, where logging is 
not permitted and fire is routinely managed for resource 
benefits, data suggests the population is either stable or 
increasing). With an estimated decline of 50% from 1990 
to 2012 (Tempel et al. 2014), nowhere else has the decline 
been more dramatic in the Sierra Nevada than on the 
Tahoe and Eldorado National Forests. The effects of the 
King Fire in 2014 and the post-fire management activities 
being implemented within the King Fire landscape will 
only add to the already severe decline on the Eldorado. 
The best available science indicates there is a correlation 
between mechanical reductions in forest canopy cover and 
the spotted owl decline. Climate change is also predicted 
to have a significant negative effect on the California 
Spotted Owl in the Sierra Nevada. If the Forest Service 
has a true commitment to increasing forest resilience to 
wildfire and maintaining spotted owl viability, there must 

be a fundamental shift in agency priorities to increase the 
use prescribed fire and managing wildfires for resource 
benefit. 

A September 22, 2016 meeting was held by the U.S. Forest 
Service to discuss its Draft Strategy. Environmentalist 
groups attending the meeting feel that the Draft Strategy 
provides far less conservation and poses far more risk 
for this species compared to current management, and 
fails to provide a clear path to population stability. This 
is unacceptable given the current population decline 
observed in the three demographic study areas located on 
national forest lands.

NORTHERN SPOTTED OWL UPDATE

Northern Spotted Owl Listed by Fish and Game 
Commission
By Tom Wheeler
Friday, August 26th, 2016

Decision First Step Towards Recovery of the Owl

Folsom, Calif.—By a unanimous vote, the California Fish 
and Game Commission listed the Northern Spotted Owl 
(Strix occidentalis) under the California Endangered 
Species Act. The Commission’s decision ended the four 
year review process, first initiated by the Environmental 
Protection Information Center’s (EPIC) petition for listing 
in 2012.

The Northern Spotted Owl is under siege on many fronts. 
Northern Spotted Owls are threatened with extinction by 
past and ongoing habitat loss, primarily to timber harvest, 
which can exacerbate competition from the aggressive 
and invasive Barred Owl. The increasingly rare and old 
growth forest adapted owls are now understood to be at 
risk from the use of rodenticides and other poisons used 
in large scale trespass marijuana operations, and there 
is increasing concern about what the impacts of climate 
change will be on the forest ecosystems that the owls call 
home.

“The listing of the Northern Spotted Owl is one small step 
towards recovery,” said Tom Wheeler, Program Director at 
EPIC. “The owl was here long before us. It is our moral 
obligation to ensure that the owl will continue to roam our 
forests long after we are gone”. 

The California Spotted Owl is not considered to be 
threatened or endangered by the USFWS. However, it 
is a species of special concern by the state of California 
and the United States Forest Service. While the Northern 
Spotted Owl is found across the West Coast, California’s 

Continued on page 6
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Field Journal

For field trip updates, changes or cancellations check
http://sierrafoothillsaudubon.org/  

Our field trips are free.
Carpooling drivers appreciate participants offering to share fuel costs.

Bird Walk for Beginners - Traylor Ranch, 
Penryn
Saturday, November 5, 2016
8:00-10:00 AM
Leader: Bill Covington 916-645-0727
Meet at 8:00 AM in the parking lot off 
Humphrey Rd. at the southeast corner of 
Traylor Ranch Nature Reserve and Bird 
Sanctuary in Penryn. This trip is intended 
for beginners, but experienced birders are 
welcome and add to the  experience for 
all. Traylor Ranch affords an opportunity 
to see the resident species of the lower 
foothills and valley floor, usually twenty or 
more different species. We’ll spend about 
two hours and walk a little more than a 
mile. Come on out, bring your binoculars 
and help us find some birds. The more 
eyes and ears, the more birds we’ll see.

Beginner’s Bird Walk – Auburn Regional Park
Saturday, November 5, 2016
8:00–10:00 AM
Leader: Allen Bertke 530-903-4440 
berke@pacbell.net
Meet in parking lot at the Dry Creek 
picnic area off Dry Creek Rd, about ¼ 
mile off Hwy 49. This is a leisurely walk 
in a hidden gem. We will be looking for 
juncos, sparrows, goldfinches, bluebirds, 
nuthatches, woodpeckers, sapsuckers 
etc in the park grass and woods areas. 
The small lake usually produces some 
ducks, Green Heron, Great Egrets, geese, 
cormorants and other waterfowl.

Bird Walk For Beginners In Grass Valley
Sunday, November 20, 2016
8:00-10:00 AM
Leader: Dan Stewart 530-265-4677 
dcstew@outlook.com
Meet in the Briar Patch parking lot at 8:00 
AM. A two mile walk through several 
habitats usually takes about two hours 
and gives us a chance to see most of the 
local, common, and resident species. 
Sixteen or eighteen different species are 
usual for this walk and with enough sharp 
eyes and ears we have seen more than 

twenty-five species. This activity is geared 
for beginning bird watchers, but more 
experienced birders are welcome and 
helpful.

Colusa National Wildlife Refuge and Sutter 
Buttes
Saturday, November 26, 2016
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Leader: Ted Beedy 
tbeedy@comcast.net 530-274-7232
We will first visit the District 10 rice fields 
on Woodruff Lane, north of Marysville, to 
see the concentrations of Tundra Swans, 
ducks, geese, shorebirds, and raptors. We 
will then return to  highway 20 and head 
across the valley to Colusa NWR where 
we should see more than 100,000 geese 
and ducks, and myriad other waterfowl, 
as well as a host of raptors. We will then 
drive around the Sutter Buttes to look for 
wintering raptors, songbirds, and Sandhill 
Cranes. We will return home again 
through District 10 as the sun sets over the 
Buttes. Bring a lunch, something to drink, 
and wear warm clothes. Bring a raincoat if 
the weather is wet and cold—the trip is on, 
rain or shine. Meet at the Flour Garden 
next to Safeway in downtown Grass Valley 
(not at Brunswick!) and we’ll carpool from 
there. We should get back to Grass Valley 
by 5 PM; estimated driving time is 1.5 
hours each way.

Beginner’s Bird Walk – Traylor Ranch, Penryn
Saturday, December 3, 2016
8:00 -10:00 AM
Trip leader: Allen Bertke 
530-903-4440 berke@pacbell.net
Meet at 8:00 AM in the parking lot off 
Humphrey Rd at the southeast corner of 
Traylor Ranch Nature Reserve and Bird 
Sanctuary in Penryn. See November 5, 
2016 listing for trip description.

Bridgeport at South Yuba State Park
Saturday, December 10, 2016
8:00AM

Leader: Bob Slyker & 
Carol/Bruce Malnor 530-432-2724
bgsly@aol.com / 
cmalnor@Comcast.net
Meet at Bridgeport’s north parking lot 
(just past the Yuba River highway bridge) 
on Pleasant Valley Rd. Easy walking on 
trail and along river. We may see see Oak 
Titmouse, Bewick’s Wren, Spotted Towhee, 
Cedar Waxwing, American Dipper, Belted 
Kingfisher, Hermit Thrush, Nuttall’s 
Woodpecker and many other species.

Marysville Audubon Christmas Bird Count
Thursday, December 15, or 22, 2016
Contact: Tim Manolis 
ylightfoot@aol.com

Auburn Audubon Christmas Bird Count
Saturday, December 17, 2016
Contact: Deren Ross 
(derenross@sbcglobal.net)

Bird Walk For Beginners In Grass Valley
Sunday, December 18, 2016
8:00 -10:00 AM
Leader: Dan Stewart 530-265-4677 
dcstew@outlook.com
Meet in the Briar Patch parking lot at 
8:00AM. See November 20, 2016 listing for 
trip description.

Peace Valley Audubon Christmas Bird Count
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 
(Tentative)
Contact: Pete Sands 
sandsmp@comcast.net or
Bruce Deuel bdeuel@wildblue.net

Lincoln Audubon Christmas Bird Count
Wednesday, December 28, 2016
Contact: Ed Pandolfino 
erpfromca@aol.com

Grass Valley Audubon Christmas Bird Count
Saturday, December 31, 2016
Contact: Rudy Darling 530-272-6504
rdarling@sbbmail.com



Ilano Seco Wildlife Management Area
Saturday, January 7, 2017
8:00 AM-12:30 PM
Leader: Jim Groeser 530-432-6596
Meet for carpooling at Pleasant Valley 
Rd. \ Rte 20 Park and Ride ( Lake 
Wildwood turn off). Mostly viewing from 
observation platform next to parking area 
at Ilano Seco. Also optional 1\2 mile trail 
between huge ponds. Expect the winter 
swans, geese, ducks and shore birds, etc., 
plus possible cranes enroute. Site is 12 
miles SW of Chico. Back about 12:30 PM.

Bird Walk for Beginners - Traylor Ranch, 
Penryn
Saturday, January 7,2017
8:00-10:00AM
Leader: Bill Covington 916-645-0727
Meet at 8:00 AM in the parking lot off 
Humphrey Rd at the southeast corner of 
Traylor Ranch Nature Reserve and Bird 
Sanctuary in Penryn. See November 5, 
2016 listing for trip description.

Sierra Valley
Wednesday, January 11, 2017
7:30 AM to ?
Leader: Dale Rubach 530-272-3698
rugby7676-birds@yahoo.com
The Sierra Valley is a unique and exciting 
area. It is located on the east slope of 
the Sierra Nevada mountains encircled 
by the towns of Sierraville, Loyalton 
and Portola. In winter it is the home 
to many raptors including: Red-tailed 
Hawk, Ferruginous Hawk, Rough-legged 
Hawk, Prairie Falcon, and both species of 
Eagles. It is also home for many passerine 
species like; White-headed Woodpecker, 
Townsend’s Solitaire, Pygmy Nuthatch 
and Mountain Chickadee. We will carpool 
from the Nevada County Government 
Center (Rood Center) at 950 Maidu Ave, 
Nevada City. A four wheel drive vehicle is 
recommended for this trip. We will bird 
mainly from cars with one or two short 
walks on level ground. Inclement weather 
will cancel. If weather looks questionable 
please call the evening before for an 
update. Bring drink, food and warm 
clothes. This is an all day trip.

Bridgeport at South Yuba State Park
Saturday, January 14, 2017
8:00-10:00 AM
Leader: Carol/Bruce Malnor 
(530-432-2724) & Bob Slyker
cmalnor@comcast.net / 
bgsly@aol.com
Meet at Bridgeport’s north parking lot 
(just past the Yuba River highway bridge) 
on Pleasant Valley Rd. Wear warm 
clothing. We may see see Oak Titmouse, 
California Quail, Black Phoebe, American 
Dipper, Fox Sparrow, Bald Eagle, Northern 
Flicker, Downy Woodpecker and many 
other species.

Colusa National Wildlife Refuge
Saturday January 14, 2017
7:30 AM - 2:00 PM
Leader: Allen Bertke 530-903-4440
Meet at the Park and Ride at the corner 
of Hwy 20 and Pleasant Valley Rd at 7:30 
AM.to carpool. Join us for a visit to the 
Colusa NWR to see thousands of geese 
and ducks, as well as a variety of other 
water fowl, including egrets, herons, 
White-faced Ibis, Black-necked Stilts, 
Black-crowned Night-Herons, and more. 
We should also see a host of raptors. We 
will spend time at the observation area, 
take a short walk along the ponds to look 
for kingfishers, sparrows, woodpeckers, 
sapsuckers and others, then take the 
driving tour along the dikes through the 
myriad of ponds to see more waterfowl. 
Bring lunch, water and snacks. Restrooms 
are available at the observation area. We 
should be back by 1:30 or 2:00 PM. As 
an optional extension of the trip, we can 
return by way of the Sutter Buttes and 
District 10 Rice Fields to visit the Tundra 
Swans, Greater White-fronted Geese and 
possible sandhill Cranes.

Bird Walk For Beginners In Grass Valley
Sunday, January 15, 2017
8:00 -10:00 AM
Leader: Dan Stewart 530-265-4677 
dcstew@outlook.com
Meet in the Briar Patch parking lot at 
8:00AM. See November 20, 2016 listing 
for trip description.
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Become a
SFAS
Member

Two levels of membership are available: SFAS Chap-
ter Membership is $20 annually and includes a sub-
scription to The Phoebe newsletter and an invitation 
to the many chapter activities. Send a check payable 
to Sierra Foothills Audubon Society, P.O. Box 1937, 
Grass Valley, CA 95945.

An introductory membership to the National Audu-
bon Society is $20 and includes SFAS Chapter Mem-
bership, subscriptions to the bi-monthly NAS Audu-
bon Magazine and Phoebe newsletter from SFAS. 
Send a check payable to NAS Membership Depart-
ment, P.O. Box 422250, Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250. 
Please write C1ZC460Z in the memo section of your 
check. For more information contact Dan Stewart at 
(530) 265-4677. 

For field trip updates, changes or cancellations visit
sierrafoothillsaudubon.org

Sierra Foothills Audubon Society welomes gifts 
and bequests for specific conservation projects or 
the general operation of SFAS. They can also be 
memorial gifts to honor a friend or relative. All 
gifts will be recognized in The Phoebe as well as 
personally on behalf of SFAS.
Mail gifts to:
Sierra Foothills Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1937
Grass Valley, CA 95945

All gifts are tax deductible

Donation to SFAS

SFAS Calendar
2016 Board Meetings - 7:00 p.m. The first 
Thursday of January, March, May, August (retreat), 
September and November. From time to time, 
if there is a need to take action, the Board will 
meet prior to the general membership meeting.

2016 Membership Meetings - 7:00 p.m. A general 
meeting will be held the first Thursday of every 
second month: February 4, April 7, June 2, October 
6, and December 1.

For meeting updates please visit
www.sierrafoothillsaudubon.org
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population is the species’ greatest stronghold. Protecting 
California’s owls is key to protecting the species at large.

The Northern Spotted Owl has been listed as 
“threatened” under the Federal Endangered Species 
Act since 1990. The listing of the Northern Spotted 
Owl has slowed the decline of the spotted owl but has 
not arrested it. Additional protections and conservation 
measures are necessary to stop the owl’s decline and to 
put it on a track to recovery.

The arrival of the invasive Barred Owl in the range of the 
Northern Spotted Owl has exacerbated the devastating 
effects of decades of habitat loss due to timber harvest. 
Barred Owls are known to out-compete the spotted 
owl for habitat, food, and territories, and are believed to 
be a contributing factor to recently-identified declines 
in spotted owl reproductive rates across the species’ 
range.

Other factors are also contributing to recent Northern 
Spotted Owl declines. Climate change and increases 
in the frequency and intensity of forest fires threatens 
the owl with additional habitat loss. Toxics such as 
anti-coagulant rodenticides used in cannabis and other 
agriculture are quickly revealing themselves to be 
another factor contributing to spotted owl decline.

Nevada County Conservation Report...Continued from page 3

California Spotted Owl

Northern Spotted Owl


